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| - Nums. CV. Thurſday, January 29, 17 56. 


| Gaudet equis canibuſque et aprici gramine campi. = 
Hon. ; 


2 ring a covey, or unearth a fox, 
In rev rend Harken is right orthodox. 


N Y Couin Vigo from whom I 

had not heard for ſome time, has 

5 lately ſent me an account of a Country 

* Parſon ; which I dare ſay will prove 
entertaining to my town readers, who can have 
no other idea of our Clergy, than what they 
have collected from the 88 and genteel 
Vor- IV. B figures, 


bands, and feather- top grizzles. It will be found 
from my Couſin's deſeription, that theſe reverend 


| enſigns of orthodoxy are not ſo neceſſary to be 
1 diſplayed among ruſtics; and that, when they 


are out of the pulpit or ſurplice, the good paſtors 


well as dreſs of a me or whipper-i in. 


Draa Cousix, 


viſit to our old acquaintance Fack Quichſet, 
who is now become the Reverend Mr. Puickſet, 


ordination have occaſioned no alteration in Fac#'s 


whoſe” clerical characters will be found to tally 
' with his, perhaps a flight ſketch, or, as I may 
ſay, rough draught of him, with ſome account 


readers. 
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Ki; which they have been uſed to contemplate 
here in doctors ſcarfs, pudding-ſleeves, ſtarched 


may, without. cenſure, put on the manners as 


Dane, Jon. 14-4756, 

Am juſt arrived here, after hiring: paid a 
Rector of pariſh in the North- Riding of 
this county, a living worth upwards of three 
hundred pounds per ann. As the ceremonies of 
morals or behaviour, the figure he makes in the 


church is ſomewhat remarkable: but as there 
are many other incumbents of country. livings, 


of my viſit will not be N to your 
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Jack, hearing that I was in this part of the 
world, ſent me a very hearty letter, informing 
me, that he had been dowble-japanned (as he 
called it) about a year ago, and was the preſent 
' incumbent of ——; where, if I would favour 
him with my company, he would give me a cup 
of the beſt Vortzſtire Stingo, and would engage 
to ſhew me a noble day's ſport, as he was in a 
fine open country with plenty of foxes. I rejoiced 

to hear he was ſo comfortably ſettled, and fet 
out immediately for his living. When I arrived 
within the gate, my ears were alarmed with 


fſuch a loud chorus of No mortals on earth are 


fo jovial as we, that I began to think I had made 
a miſtake; but it's cloſe neighbourhood to 
the church ſoon convinced me, that this could 
be no other than the Parſonage-Houſe. On 
my entrance, my friend (whom I found in the 
midſt of a room-full of fox-hunters in boots and 
bob wigs) got up to welcome me to ———, 
and embracing me, gave me the full flavour of 
his Stinge by belching in my face, as he did me 
the honour of ſaluting me. He then introduced 
me to his friends; and placing me at the right 
hand of his own elbow- chair, aſſured them, that 
I was a very honeft Cock, and loved a chace of 
| five and twenty miles an end as well as any of 
* to preſerve * credit of which character 
"A Twas 
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I was obliged to comply with an injunction to 
- toſs off a pint bumper of Port, with the foot 
of the fox dipped and TEE into it to 2 51 a: 
_ vel to the N TT 
. Taz whole ceconomy, of Jack's 5 is very 
different from that of his brethren. Inſtead. of 
having a wife and an houſe-full of children, 
(the moſt common family of a country clergy- 
man, ) he is ſingle; unleſs we credit ſome idle 
whiſpers in the /pariſh, that he is married to his 
I houſekeeper. ' The calm amuſements of piquet, 
| cheſs, and | back-gammon,. have no charms for 
1 Fack, who ſees his © deareſt action in the field,” 
1 and boaſts, that be has a brace of as good 
hunters in his ſtable, as ever leg was laid over. 
Hunting and ſhooting are the only buſineſs of 
his life; fox-hounds and pointers lay about in 
every parlour ; and he is himſelf, like Piftel, 
always in boots. The eſtimation, in which he 
holds his friends, is rated according to their 
excellence as ſportſmen; and to be able to make 
a good ſhot, or hunt a pack of hounds well, are 
moſt recommending qualities. His pariſhioners 
often earn a ſhilling and a cup of ale at his 
houſe, by. coming to acquaint him, that they 
have found an hare ſitting, or a fox in cover, 
One day, while 1 was alone with m friend, 


2 | | the | 
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the ſervant came in to tell him, that the clerk 
wanted to ſpeak with him. He was ordered in; 
but I could not help ſmiling, when (inſtead of 

giving notice of a burying, chriſtening, or ſome _ 
other church buſineſs, as I expected) I found the 

| honeſt clerk came only to acquaint his reverend 
ſuperior, that there was a covey of partridges, 
of a dozen brace at leaſt, not above tl ree fields 
from the: houſe, 


1578 CK's. Ur hiker, Sir Thomas Quiche, 


who gave him the benefice, is lord of the manor : 
ſo that Fack has full power to beat up the game 
unmoleſted. He goes out three times a week 
with his brother's hounds, whether Sir Thomas 
hunts or not; and has beſides a deputation from 
him as lord of the manor, conſigning the game 
to his care, and empowering him to take away 
| all guns, nets; and dogs from perſons not duly 
qualified. Fact is mare proud of this office, than 
many other country clergymen are of being in the 
commiſſion for the peace, Poaching is in his eye 
the moſt heinous crime in the two tables; nor 
does the care of ſouls appear to him half ſo im- 
MAS a "oY as the n vation of the guys; 


ond” RON you may 5 is as dull and 
e to this ordained ſportſman, as to any fine 
F B 3 A en ad 


* I * 
u . 5 q Che , 
. 


his function any fatigue to him, but as this day 
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lady in town: not that he makes the duties of 


is neceſſarily a day of reſt from the uſual toils 
of ſhooting and the chace. It happened, that 
the firſt Sunday after I was with him he had en- 
gaged to take care of a church, which was about 
twenty miles off, in the abſence of a neighbour- 
ing clergyman. He aſked me to accompany 


him; and the more to encourage me, he aſſured 


me, that we ſhould ride over as fine a champaign | 
open country as any in the North. Accordingly 
I was rouzed by him in the morning before day- 


break by a loud hallooing of hart to Merriman, 


and the repeated ſmacks of his half. hunter; and 
after we had fortified our ſtomachs with ſeveral 
flices of hung beef and a horn or two of Stingo, 


ve fallied forth. Jack was mounted upon 
hunter, which he aſſured me was never yet 
thrown out: and as we rode along, he could 


not help lamenting, that ſo fine a /oft morning 
ſhould be thrown away upon a Sunday; at the 


ſame time , that the dogs re and run 
breaſt high. 


Tuouen we made the beſt of our way over 


hedge and ditch, and took every thing, we were 


often delayed by trying if we could prick a hare, 


or Ae leaving the road 4 to examine a piece of 


cover; 
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cover; and he frequently made me ſtop, while 
he pointed out the particular courſe that Reynard 
took, or the ſpot where he had earth d. At 
length we arrived on full gallop at the church, 
where we found the congregation waiting for 
us: but as Jacſ had nothing to do but to alight, 
pull his band out of the ſermon-caſe, give his 
brown ſeratch bob a ſhake, and clap on the ſur- 
plice, he was preſently equipped for the ſervice. 
In ſhort, he behaved himſelf both in the deſk 
and pulpit, to the entire ſatisfaction of all the 
pariſh as well as the *ſquire of it; who, after 
thanking Tack for his excellent diſcourſe, very 
_ cordially took us home to dinner with him. 


I $HALL not trouble you with an account 
of our entertainment at the ſquire's ; who, being 
himſelf as keen a ſportſman as ever followed a 
pack of dogs, was hugely delighted with Facts 
_ converſation. Church and King, and another par- 
ticular toaſt, (in compliment, I ſupp: ſe, to my 
friend's clerical character) were the firſt drank 
after dinner; but theſe were directly followed 
by a pint bumper to Horſes ſound, Dogs healthy, 
Earths ſlopt, and Foxes plenty. When we had 
run over again, with great joy and vociferation, 
as many chaces as the time would permit, the 
bell called us to evening prayers : after which 


B 4 0 . 
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. though the *ſquire would fain have had us ſtay 
and take an hunt with him, we mounted our 
Horſes at the church door, and rode home in the 


dark; becauſe Fact had engaged to meet ſeveral 


of his brother ſportſmen, who were to lie all 


night at his own houſe, to be in readineſs to 
make up for the loſs of Sunday, by going out 
a cock: -Thooting very early the | next gre, ab 


a. 


* I uber wats it to you, Couſin, to 4 


what reflections you pleaſe on this character: | 
only obſerving, that the country.can furniſh ma- 


ny inſtances of theſe ordained ſportſmen, whoſe 
thoughts are more taken up with the ſtable or 
the dog-kennel than the church: and, indeed, 


it will be found, that our friend "Jack and all 


of his ſtamp are regarded by their pariſhioners, 
not as Parſons of the Pariſh, but rather” as 
* in 2 Orders, 


- 


vir * 1 am, dear Couſin, yours & c. 


FIG 
f A538 


„ * 
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— — q Non hæc ſolennia nobis 8 
Vana ſuperſtitio, veterumve ignara deorum, 
Impoſuit. Sævis, hoſpes Trojane, periclis 
Servati facimus. — — Vic. 


Theſe folemn rites nor 222 vain, 

Nor fears from blinder ignorance ordain : 
Sav'd from the fhock, from dangers yet hy, 
His ant we by: cg whoſe pow! T We own, 


T is not 5 for the lend of man to recover 

itſelf from any extraordinary panic, which 
has once ſeized it: for which reaſon we cannot 
be ſurpriſed, that many well-meaning people, 
who have not yet ſhaken off the apprehenſions 
occaſioned by the late dreadful earthquakes, 
ſhould be led to conjure up new terrors, and 
alarm themſelves with imaginary dangers. Their 
fears interpret every common incident, and even 5 
the change of weather, as ſigns of approaching 
deſtruction: if the day be calm and ſerene, ſuch 
(they ſay) is the uſual forerunner of a ſhock; 
or, if the night prove tempeſtuous, they can 
hardly perſuade themſelves, that it is. only the 

| wind, which rocks their houſes. With this 


By propenſity 
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penſity to entertain any unreaſonable dread 
about future events, it is no wonder, that weak 
minds ſhould be worked upon by little dabblers 
in philoſophy, who, having gleaned a few barren 


ſcraps from the Magazines, preſume even to 
foretell the diſſolution of the world by the Comet, 


which is expected to appear in 1758. Swift, in 


his Voyage to Laputa, has a paſſage ſo very appoſite 
to theſe idle pretenders to ſcience, that Lal] beg- 


leave to N it. : 


60 Th ESE 8 ſays be, are 5 con- 


« tinual diſquietudes, never enjoying a minute's 


4 peace of mind; and their diſturbances proceed 
. « from cauſes, which very little affect the reſt 
c of mortals. Their apprehenſions ariſe from 


« ſeveral changes they dread in the celeſtial 
« bodies. For inſtance, that the earth by the 
« continual approaches of the ſun towards it 


c muſt in courſe of time be ' abſorbed, or 


« ſwallowed up. That the face of the ſun will 
« by degrees be encruſted with it's own effluv ia, 
«and give no more light to the world. That 
« the earth very narrowly eſcaped a bruſh from 


4 the laſt comet, which would have infallibly 
C reduced it to aſhes; and that the next, which 

they have calculated for one and thirty years 
1 en will * r us. For, if in 
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« it's perihelion it ſhould approach within a 


« certain degree of the ſun, (as by their calcu- 


« Jations they have reaſons to dread) it will 
6 receive a degree of heat ten thouſand times 


* more intenſe, than that of red-hot glowing 


« iron; and, in it's abſence from the ſun, carry 


« a blazing tail ten hundred thouſand and four- 
c teen miles long; through which if the earth 


4 ſhould paſs at the diſtance of one hundred 
6. thouſand miles from the nucleus, or main 
* body of the comet, it muſt in it's paſſage be 


$ ſet on fire, and reduced to aſhes. That the 
“ ſun, daily ſpending its rays without any nutri- 
ment to ſupply them, will at laſt be wholly 


& conſumed and annihilated ; which muſt be 


$ attended with the deſtruction of this earth, 


„ and of all the planets that receive their light 


3 from it. 


e ee e e eee 
e apprehenſions of theſe and the like impending 


4 dangers, that they can neither ſleep quietly in 


& their beds, nor have any reliſh for the com- 
% mon pleaſures or amuſements of life. When 
« they meet an acquaintance in the morning, 


4 the firſt queſtion is about the ſun's health, 


„ how he looked at his ſetting and riſing, and 
* TR hopes they have to avoid the ſtroke of 
B . an 
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1 an approaching comet. This converſation 
„they are apt to run into with the ſame temper, 
«that boys diſcover to hear terrible ſtories of 
“ ſpirits and hobgoblins, which they greedily 
« liſten to, and dare not t go. to * for fear;”!: * 


Jain Us, 8 baniſh. fra. our engt 
all ſuch vain notions, and let us fortify our 
minds with a true ſenſe of religion, which will 
teach us to rely on the protection of that 
providence, which has hitherto - preſerved us. 
It is with great pleaſure that I remark the 
unanimous concurrence of almoſt all ranks of 
people, in allowing the proptiety of the preſent © 
ſolemn Faſt, as a neceſſary act of humiliation, 
to avert the wrath and vengeance of heaven, 
and call down it's mercies upon us. It is 
true, indeed, that no perſons do more prejudice _ 
to the cauſe of religion, than they who cloud 
it's genuine chearfulneſs with the gloom of 
ſuperſtition, and are apt to conſider every com- 
mon accident that befalls us, as a judgment. 
They cloath religion in the moſt terrifying 
habit, and (as it were) dreſs it up in all the 
horrors. of the Inquiſition. Theſe people are 
much to be pitied ; and it is to be wiſhed, that 
their miſtaken piety could be better regulated. 
But there is another ſet of men of a different 


turns 5 
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turn, more numerous, and much more dan- 
gerous to the community, Who treat every act 
of religion as a jeſt, and hold it's moſt ſacred 
ordinances in contempt. Set forms and cere- 
monies, though they have no eſſential virtue 
in themſelves, are yet indiſpenſibly requiſite to 
keep alive in us a quick ſenſe of our duty, It 

muſt be allowed, indeed, that if a man could 
conſtantly employ his mind in holy meditations, 
exerciſe the virtues, and believe the myſteries 
of our religion, he would be a true Chriſtian, 
though he never complied with any outward 
forms, or ſo much as repeated a ſingle prayer. 
But it is manifeſt from experience, that thoſe, 
who negle& the ordinances, neglect alſo the 
duties of a Chriſtian; and the leaſt reflection on 
the human mind will convince us, that ſome 
external rites are neceſſary to ſettle the wander- 
ing ideas, and to fix the attention on it's proper 
object. The fervent repetition of a prayer in- 
ſpires us with love and gratitude towards the 
DEITY, and kindles the ſparks of devotion 
within us: and it is eaſy to conceive, that, if 
the celebration of public worſhip was neglected 
among us only for one year, it would be a more 
fatal blow to religion, than all the weak attacks 
of Inkdels and free · thinkers. 


Bur 
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without which the reſt is but a dead maſs. 
moſt rigid compliance with every ordinance of 


Bur though forms may be ſaid to compoſe | 
the body, a good life is the ſoul of religion, 
The 


the church, if it has no influence on our conduct, 


is rather a ſolemn mockery, than an atonement 


for our offences: as they, who receive the bread 


and wine without a firm reſolution to lead a 


new life, are ſaid to eat and drink their own 
damnation. Wherefore, a ſtrict obſervance of 
this or that particular day is not a ſufficient 
diſcharge of, our duty, except it ſerve to rouze 
us from the lethargy of fin, to awaken in us a 


deſire of becoming worthy the protection of the 


ALMIGHTY, by animating our faith, amending 
our lives, and working in us a repentance of 


our tranſgreſſions, Thus the Lord's Day is not 


merely ſet apart for devotion, with an unlimited 
licence to wickedneſs all the reſt of the week; 


| but our being particularly exerciſed in acts of 


piety for one day is calculated to ſtrengthen our 
virtue, and to give a tincture of eg to our 


whole conduct through the other fix. 


O che ia ſolemn di I ac not 


| but every perſuaſive, tending to make this tem- 


porary Faſt a laſting benefit, will be urged by 


the Clergy: I ſhall therefore content myſelf with 


touching 
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touching on ſome laxities in the uſual manner 
of keeping a Faſt; which, though they are not 
of ſuſfeient dignity to be taken notice of from 
the pulpit, ſhould yet be pointed out, as the 
violation of the ee in ne, nn is 
almoſt univerſal. 13 


Tus very name of a Faſt AY a day 
of abſtinence, of mortification and ſelf-denial : 
which has always been enjuined as a neceſſary 
means of ſubduing irregular deſires, and fitting 
us for holy meditations. For this reaſon, in 
former days, when people of quality roſe earlier 
than even mechanics now open their ſhops, 
when the court itſelf dined at eleven, that meal 
was deferred *till four o'clock in compliance with 
this religious exerciſe, which was in thoſe times 
a real abſtinence, a true piece of mortification 
and ſelf-denial. But if the obſervance of a Faſt 
conſiſts in not dining till four o'clock, our per- 
ſons of faſhion may be ſaid to faſt every day 
of their lives. In truth, the ſeveral hours of the 
day are adapted to ſuch very different employ- 
ments to what they were formerly, that our 
four o'Clock ſands in the place of their eleven: 
and nothing can be more abſurd, (to uſe no 
harſher term) than to adhere to the form in 
| the Him of a religious act, when by 
the 
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| thealteration of circumſtarices that form flatly con- 
tradicts the very meaning of it's original inſtitu- 
tion. I would alſo aſk thoſe rigid devotees, who 
obſerve this day in all the ſtrictneſs of the letter, 
and would be ſhocked at the ſight of a leg of mut- 
ton or beef-ſteak on their tables, whether the 
dining upon ſalt or other fiſh may not be conſider- 
ed rather as feaſting than faſting, if (as is often 
the caſe) it ſhould happen to be a diſh they are 
| remarkably fond of. All theſe methods of keep- 
ing a Faſt without abſtinence, mortification, or 
ſelf-denial; are mere quibbles to evade the per- 
formance of our duty, and entirely fruſtrate the 
deſign of appointing this ſolemnity. There is ſome- 
thing of this nature very commonly practiſed in 
France; where there are many families, who keep 
the whole Lent with great ſtrictneſs, but the laſt 
night of it invite a great deal of company to ſup- 
per. The moment the clock ſtrikes twelve, a 
magnificent entertainment, conſiſting of all ſorts 
of rich fare, is ſerved up, and theſe moſt Chriſtian 
debauchees ſit down to I in ergy witout 
kay: _ the Canon. 1 8 
oh CANNOT. en er an 1588 wiſh, 
that the obſervation of the preſent Faſt may 
awaken in us a ſerious attention to our duty here- 
he 'Y that we may not ſeem to have barely com- 


1; wan 
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7 plied with a ſtated form, or to have been affected 
with the. ſhort-lived piety cf a ſingle day. As to 
thoſe, who require conſtantly to be frightened 
into their duty, I will for once venture to com- 


mence prophet : and let them be aſſured that my 


predictions will infalliby come to paſs. There is 
a danger, more certain than an Earthquake or a 
Comet, which will inevitably overwhelm us; a 
danger, from which we cannot poſſibly guard our- 


ſeves, and which perhaps is even now at our doors. 


This danger I cannot better ſet forth, than in the 
alarming words of a celebrated French preacher. 
I know a man, (and I will point him out pre- 
« ſently) who is now in this church; a man, in 
perfect health; a man in the flower of his age: 
« and yet this man, perhaps before next Sunday, 
perhaps by to-morrow, will be in his grave. 
« This man, my dear brethren, is Myſelf who 
6 ſpeak to Jou, it is Tou who hear n me.“ 


O | 


* 
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Non. 81. 5 Fara 12s 756: 


Cedunt N vincunter rhetores. — Joy. 


Full in the midf of Euclid dip at once, 
Aud petrify a genius to @ dunce. Pork. 


To Mr. TOWN. 
SIR, — Collge, Cambridge, Jan. 30, 17 56. 


= I Have juſt now, with near an hundred more, 
= taken the firſt degree, which this Univerſity 
1 wk on her ſons; and begin to conſider 
| | within myſelf, in what manner we have ſpent 
= aur time for theſe four years paſt, and what 
lj profit we are likely to receive hereafter from our 
| ' academical ſtudies. But upon retroſpection I fidd 
[! | | that, inſtead of having laid up a ſtore of learning 
i which might have been of ſervice to us in our 
| | future connections and intercourſe with mankind, 
= we have been confounding our heads with a 
WW miſcellaneous heap of nonſenſe, which moſt of 
| us, I am certain, are endeavouring to unlearn 
3 as faſt as we poſſibly can: inſtead of having 
= acquired ſuch a ſhare.of common ſenſe, as might 
have been of ſervice to ourſelves and acquaint- 
7M ance, we muſt entirely ſell off our old ſtock, 


5 Ne. 107. The coNNOISs EUR, 19 
1 begin the world of literature anew. + This reflec- 
1 tion cannot be very pleaſing to thoſe, who, I 


muſt ſay, have ſquandered away fo very precious 
a time of life; a time of life, when, though 
judgment perhaps is not come to maturity, yet 


imagination and invention, thoſe noble offsprings 
of a promiſing mind, are in the very aer and 


3 3 bloom of ee e 


Turs ſeat of learning, for it undoubtedly de- 
ſerves that name, has drawn and kept. us 
together for ſome years: our manners, conver- 
ſation, and ſtudies bear a great ſimilitude; but 
now cither chance or choice is going to diſperſe 
us over the whole kingdom; and our places 
of abode will ſcarce be more widely different, 
than our ſchemes of life. Notwithſtanding this, 
the ſame plan of ſtudy has been impoſed on all : 
whether agreeable or contrary to the bent of 
inclination, has never been regarded. Mathe- 
matics is the ſtandard, to which all merit is 
referred; and all other excellencies, without 
theſe, are quite overlooked and neglected: the 
ſolid learning of Greece and Rome is a trifling 
acquiſition; and much more ſo, every polite 
accompliſhment : in ſhort, if you will not get 
all Euclid and his diagrams by heart, and pore 
over Saunderſon ill you are as blind as he was 

i himſelf, 


„ 
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3 they will ſay of you, as in the motto 


to one of your late papers, acium oft ! ilicet / 


periſti tis all over with you! you are ruined! 
undone ! Not that 1 would depreciate this kind 


of learning; it is certainly a moſt noble ſcience, 
and reflects the greateſt honour on human wit 
and invention: all that I complain of, is the 
unreaſonable ſtreſs that is laid upon it; nay 
even the moſt abſtruſe parts of it: which is ſtill 
more abſurd, as there are ſo very few heads able 
to perceive and retain the nice chain of reaſoning 
and deduction, which muſt neceſſarily be made 
uſe of; and as à ſmall number of mathematical 


- geniuſes would be ſufficient for the d of bg 
e dominjons, EA Sinn 


| 1 TA KE Us foe: e "that your an 
has by this time diſcovered, . that you have been 
addreſſed by a young man, whoſe too over- 


weening conceit of. himſelf has perhaps induced 
him to imagine, that the Univerſity has not 


ſufficiently rewarded his deſerts : if ſo, you are 
not deceived. But, though this diſappointment 
may at preſent ſet a little uneaſy. upon me, yet 
I think I can foreſee, that it will be the moſt 
- fortunate mortification, that could poſſibly have 
befallen me. For, in, the firſt place, it has 


ſufficiently abated that upſtart pride, which moſt 
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9 > Woung men are apt to take in their own abilities ; 
8 an which nothing can be more irkſome to 
q all their acquaintance, or a greater impediment 
15 o their own real improvement. A pert 11755 
henever he enters a room of company, im- 
nediately aſſumes a ſuperiority in diſcourſe, 110 
5 { hinks himſelf obliged to correct all improprieties - 
N 1 in thought or expreſſion. Vou muſt © ſpeak by 
ee the card,” as Hamlet ſays, or expect the cen- 
Were of this ſuperficial coxcomb. If, according 
to the common form of ſpeech, you ay, that 
5 1 4 there is either heat in fire, or coldneſs in ice, he 
2 inform you, that you deliver yourſelf very 
inaccurately, as Mr. Locke has fully demonſtrated ; 
Ine will tell you, you cannot prove, that two Jad 
two make four, or that you are alive yourſelf, 
hefe, and a thouſand other obſervations equal! y 
W impertinent, he is continually making, to the no 
W ſmall uncaſineſs and perplexity of 1 ory ladies and 
f honeſt eng . | 


2 ö F « $: 3 K ' 
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ul is till a greater” misfortune, 1. that 
Wa man of this caſt is never likely to know any 
W better: for, having raked together a few meta- 
WW phyſical diſtinctions and ſcholaſtic refinements, 
WT he thinks he has laid up a ſufficient fund of 
© knowledge for his whole life: he deſpiſes all 
common ſenſe (which is the beſt ſenſe) through 


(84 


an 
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an ambition of appearing particular: and as for 
the advice or opinion of others, thoſe he thinks 
' himſelf indiſpenſibly bound to diſregard ; inaſ- 
much as ſuch ſubmiſſion implies ſome inferiority, 

which he would by no means be thought to 
labour under. Such a diſpoſition as this I take 
to be the ſure and infallible token of confirmed 

ignorance : a melancholy. inſtance of the depra- 
vity of human nature, that the leſs we know, 
the more. we preſume; and the fewer advances 
we have made towards true knowledge, the 
leſs occaſion we think we have of oy ron 
improvement. 


Ix the ſecond ho if. 1 may be allowed 7 


1 take it to be the greateſt benefit to a young 


1 perſon to meet with early diſappointments in 


life: for ſooner or later every one muſt have his 
40 ſhare of them; and the ſooner we meet with 
ſome of them the better. By this means the 

mind is ealily made familiar with croſſes and 


Pall 17 vexations, and is not thrown off it's balance by 


every thwarting and wayward accident: by this 
means we ſubmit to ills and troubles, as the 
neceſſary attendants on mankind ; as on a rainy 


day we make ourſelves quiet and contented, 


* "05 for ſunſhine on 1 the moetrow. And, 
| indeed, 


7 
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added, there ſeems to be a ſtrong analogy be- 
WE tween the inclemency of the weather attacking 
our bodies, and the ſtorms of afflictions which 
5; batter our minds. The rain will beat, and the 
= | wind will roar, let us uſe our utmoſt endeavours 
to the contrary ; but by inuring our perſons to 
che viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, and uſing other 
WE proper methods, we ſhall feel no very ſenſible | 
= inconvenience from them. In like manner, all 
our {kill and art cannot prevent or elude the rubs 
L and diſaſters, to which we are liable: but if by 
= degrees, and early in life, we are hardened and 
= accuſtomed to them, and if by the help of 
reaſon and ſound philoſophy we arm and fortify 
& ourſelves againſt them, they may ſtill perhaps 
reach us, but their ſhocks will be quite weak 
= and languid; and we may ſay of the darts of 
Fortune, as Virgil ſays of Priam, when he 
bu a mo at  Pyrrbus, = IG] 


des va es a Telum imbelle fine 1 


. ene 


Short of it's aim, and impotent to wound, 
The feeble Bat Falk hurtkfs in the Rn. 


= Tus you fer, Mr. Town, that out of a 
ſeeming evil I have diſcovered a real good: and 
W 1am certain, if this method of reafoning could 
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be made univerſal, we ſhould find much fewer 


murmurers _ the preſent. een and | 
Une: of 128 os 


* 


1 am, | Sir, yours, dee. ; 
B. ut 

8 Tow Ng eln 
1 Am ſo great an admirer of the fair ſex, that | 


I never let a tittle of their vendible writings 
eſcape me. I bought this year the Lady's Diary, 


merely becauſe it was advertiſed as the /Yoman's 


Almanack, which I conſtrued, the Almanack 
compoſed: by a Woman; but I find I have been 
miſtaken in my ſuppoſition, It is not the work 
of a female. The Chriſtian name of the author, 
J have reaſon to believe, is Marmaduke ; ' unleſs 


I miſunderſtood a moſt curious copy of verſes, 


deſcribing a moſt ſuperb entertainment, of fiſh, 
fleſh, pies, and tarts, exhibited upon New Year's 
Day 1755. His Sirname remains as great an 
- xnigma as any in his book. His coadjutors, 
contributors, or aſſiſtants are Meſſieurs Malter 
Trott, . Timothy . Nabb, Patrick Ocavannah, John 
Honey, Heirry Seaſon, and others. I honour 
"theſe. gentlemen, and their works: but I own 
my chief delight is reading over the Riddles 
Wh. d Uneiddles, the att and the Anſwers 

of 
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of Miſs Sally Mot, Calia, Miſs Nancy Evelyn, 
Miſs E. S. Miſs Atkinſon, Enira, and other 
choice little feminine ſpirits of the age. Riddles 
are ſo becoming, and appear ſo pretty, when 
dandled about by ladies, that they may be com- 
pared to ſoft, ſmooth, painted waxen babies, 
dreſſed up in a proper manner for Miſſes to play 
with, from eighteen to fourſcore. But above all 
I muſt take this opportunity of congratulating 
dear Miſs Famy Harris, who, 1 find, “ has 

ec given an elegant Solution to a Prize Problem 


« by a Flurionary Calculus founded on the Pro- 


b perties of Tangents,” and by that means has 


run away with no leſs than twelve Diaries for 
this important year 1756. As this young lady 


is juſtly called “ the honour of her ſex,” and 
deals entirely in the Properties of Tangents, 


I fear ſnhe will never deſcend To low as Riddleme 


Riddlemeree ; and therefore I muſt humbly offer, 
by the vehicle of your paper, Mr. Town, a 
mall Riddle, invented with much pains and 
thought by myſelf, to the ſolution of thoſe 


three ingenious Spinſters, Miſs Polly Waller, 


Miſs Grace Tetlw, and Miſs Am Riclaly, to 


appear in the Lady's Diary of 1757, and to 
receive upon appearance, as a premium, one 


complete ſet of the Cow NoIssRUR in Pocket 


Volumes, to be the property of one or more 
Vor. IV. C of 
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of theſe three ladies, who ſhall Fe my 
Enigma. e 


- ” 5M * * 2 C9" ? d 
Io . 


7 


| "Firs and Ap mix 7 8 
Add to this ſome Salt and Fits 
1 me, Ladies, tell me whether © 
: i this Mi IxtFUre there 15 Sin 5 


Tux Solution itſelf, if not truly explained by 
the Three Graces, to whom I now addreſs it, 


ſhall appear, by your permiſſion, in the firſt 
CONNOISSEUR after next New Year's Day. 


I _ Sir, e humble ſervant, | 


Micnarl KnawBiDGE. | 


e OVII: "Thai; eee ee, 


Ter centum tonat ore Deos, Erebumque, Chaoſque, 
e Recaen, tria a Virginis 0. ora Dianæ. 
| 120 1K G. 


Dire execrations 7 your ears aſunder, 


| od: / and ene Furies. / Blood. and Thunder. 


ſo there are others, which the great have con- 


deſcended to borrow from the vulgar, Among 


8 there are ſome vices, which the vulgar 
have preſumed to copy from the great; 


oF 5 5 oF - 
* 


| Ne, 108. The CONNOTSSEUR. 2 


0 4 the man of quality on the ſame level with the 
chairman at his door. A gentleman would 


; forfeit all pretenſions to that title, who ſhould 
chuſe to embelliſh his diſcourſe with the oratory 


; of Billingſgate. and converſe in the ſtyle of an 


to him, to uſe the ſame coarſe expreſſions of 
Curling and Swearing with the meaneſt of the 


difference between a By Gad or a Gad dem-me 
from well-bred lips, and the ſame expreſſion 
bluntly bolted out from the broad mouth "ot a 
porter or hackney-coachman. 

ISRALI purpoſely wave making any reflections 
they would have but little weight either with 


either ſtation devotes himſelf piece-meal, as it 


his eyes, his heart, his ſoul, and every part of 


—— 2 agra . 


= theſe I cannot but ſet down the ſhocking practice 
of Curſing and Swearing : a practice, which 
9 (to ſay nothing at preſent of it's impiety and 
profaneneſs) is low and indelicate, and places 


W oyſter-woman : but it is accounted no diſgrace 


mob. For my own part, I cannot ſee the 


minced and ſoftened by a genteel pronunciation — 


on the impiety of this practice, as I am ſatisfied * 
the beau-monde or the canaille, The Swearer of 
were, to deſtruction; pours out anathemas againſt 


his body; nor does he ſcruple to extend the ſame 
good: wiſhes to the limbs and joints of his friends 


Cc 2 and 
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ſame fearleſs uneoncern; but with chis only 
difference, that the Gentleman-Swearer damns 
himſelf and others with the Ereateſt n and 
Ne Ar ak 


Mv predeceſſor the Tarver gives us an 


account of a certain humourift, who got together 


a. party of noted Swearers to dinner with him, 


and ordered their diſeourſe to be taken down in 
ſhort-hand; which being afterwards repeated to 
them, they were extremely ſtartled and ſurprized 


at their /n common talk. A dialogue of this 


nature would be no improper ſupplement to 


S WIN T's Polite Converſation : though, indeed, 
it would appear too fhocking to be ſet down 
zan print. But I cannot help wiſhing, that it 
were poſſible to draw out a catalogue of the 
faſhionable Oaths and Curſes in preſent uſe at 


Arthur's or any other polite aſſembly: by which 


means the company themſelves would be led 
to imagine, that their converſation had been 
carried on between the loweſt of the mob; and 


they would bluſh to find, that they had gleaned 
their choiĩceſt phraſes fo lanes and alleys, 'and 


enriched their diſcourſe with the elegant dialect 


THE 
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Trau legiſlature has, indeed, provided againſt 
. = penaliy on every. 
WT delinquent according to his. ſtation: but this 


law, like thoſe made againſt gaming, is of no 
effect; while the genteeler fort of Swearers pour 
$4] forth the ſame exeerations at the Hazard-table 
1 or in the Tennis- court, which the more ordi- 
nary gameſters repeat, with the ſame impunity, 
over the Shuffte-board or in the Skittle-alley. 
Indeed, were this law to be rigorouſly put in 
execution, there would appear to be little or no 
proportion in the puniſhment: ſince the gentle- 
man would eſcape by depoſiting his crown; 


W while the poor wretch, who- cannot raiſe a 
chilling, muſt be clapped in the Stocks, or ſept 
to Bridewell, But as the offence is exactly the 


1 ſame, I would alſo have no diſtinction made in 
the treatment of the offenders: and it would be 


a woſt ridiculous but a due mortification to a 

man of quality, to be obliged to thruſt his leg 
== through the fame Stocks with a carman or a 
EX coal-heaver ; ſinee he firſt degraded himſelf, and 


5 qualified himſelf for their EK bs by _— 


in the ſame mean x dialect. 


44; AM aware, 5 it will be pleaded in excuſe 

for this practice, that Oaths and Curſes are 

intendled only as mere expletives, which ſerve 
| | e 3 | to 5 
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to round a period, and give a grace and ſpirit 
to converſation. But there are ſtill ſome old- 


faſhioned creatures, who adhere to their common 


acceptation, and cannot help thinking it a very 


ſerious matter, that a man ſhould devote his 
body to the Devil, or call down damnation on 


his foul, Nay, the Swearer himſelf, like the 
Old Man in the fable calling upon Death, 
would be exceeding loth to be taken at his 
word; and, while he wiſhes deſtruction to every 


part. of his body, would be highly concerned to 


have a limb rot away, his noſe: fall off, or an 
eye drop out of the ſocket. It would, there- 
fore, be adviſeable to ſubſtitute ſome other terms 


equally. unmeaning, and at the ſame time remote 


from the vulgar Curſing and Swearing. 
Ir is recorded to the honour. of the famous 
Dean Stanhope, that in his younger days, when 
he was chaplain to a regiment, he reclaimed 


the officers, who were much addicted to this 
_ vulgar practice, by the following method of 


reproof. One evening, as they were all in 
company together, after they had been very 
eloquent in this kind of rhetoric ſo natural to 


the gentlemen of the army, the worthy Dean 
took occaſion to tell a ſtory in his turn; in 


which he frequently repeated the words bottle 
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9 and glaſs, inſtead of the uſual expletives of God, 


Devil, and Damn, which he did not think quite 
ſo becoming for one of his cloth to make free 
with. I would recommend it to our people of 
faſhion to make uſe of the like innocent phraſes; 
whenever they are obliged to have recourſe to 
theſe ſubſlitutes for thought and expreſſion. 
„ Bottle and glaſs? might be introduced with 
great energy in the table-talk at the King's Arms 


or St. Alban's taverns. The gameſter might be 


indulged, without offence, in ſwearing by the 


« Knave of Clubs,” or the Curſe of Scotland; 


or he might, with ſome propriety, retain the old 
execration of the Deuce take it. The beau 
ſhould be allowed “ to ſwear by his gracious 


„ ſelf, which is the god of his idolatry :” and 
the common expletives ſhould conſiſt only of 


25 upon my word, and 60 upon my honour * 


which terms, whatever ſenſe they might ſormerly 


bear, are at preſent underſtood only as words of 


courſe without TOS 
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has refuted ſeveral idle and ridiculous opinions, 


— ey — — ——— 
. — ore rr 
= ; ” 
= = 
* , 


32 n. CONNOISSEUR. . 10. 


Nos: "OX Than js February 26, 17 7 


Tneerdum vulgus Ps videt 3 eſt, ubi peccat. 
„ Hoa 


ve en ug oy, . 
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\HE world is indebted. to that ingenious | 
inquirer after truth, the famous Sir Thomas: 
Brawn, for an excellent treatiſe, in which he 


* 


that prevailed in bis time; to which work he 
has very properly given the title of VULGAR 
ERRORS. Among others, of no leſs importance, 


| he has taken great pains to explode the common 


notion, that a witch can make a voyage to the 
Equi Indies in an egg- ſhell, or take a journey of 
two or three hundred miles acroſs the country 
on a broom · ſtick: an aſſertion, maintained by 


that wiſe monarch, King James the firſt, who 


even condeſcended to commence author in ſup- 


port of it. He has alſo refuted the generally 


received opinion, that the Devil is black; has 


| horns upon his head, wears a long curling tail, 
and a cloven ſtump ; nay, has even denied, that 
whereſoever he goes, he always leaves a ſmell 
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1 of brimſtone behind him; and has no leſs 
ſeriouſly endeavoured to ſhew the abſurdity: of - 
te ſuppoſition, that Adam and Bve were born 


into the world without navels. But -all theſe 


XZ miſtaken notions, though they might poſſibly. 


obtain belief in former times of ſuperſtition and 
orance, could never have been -countenanced 


in this more enlightened age. So far from 


acknowledging the power of witchcraft, we 
even doubt the exiſtence of the Witch of 
Ender : that illuſtrious perſonage the Devil is 
only looked upon as a mere bugbear: and the 


loweſt mechanics have been taught at the 


Robin Flood Society, that the whole account of 
our firſt parents is nothing but a fiction and 
an old woman 8 ſtory. ith 


Since the days of Sir Thomas . Brown "TY 
ſtrange revolutions have happened among us, 
in the arts and fciences, in religion, in politics, 
and in common life, that J cannot but think, 
a work, intended as a ſupplement to the above- 
mentioned treatiſe of VuLlGAR ERRORS, would. 
be bighly acceptable to che public; ſince it is 


notorious, that many tenets, which were then 


thought indiſputable truths among all ranks of 
people, are now proved to be erroneous, and 


are only credited by the uniformed vulgar, 
C 5 A work 
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A work of this nature it is my intention ſhortly 
to publiſh: in the mean time, I ſhall content 


myſelf with laying the following ſpecimen of the 
performance before wy readers. 


* 


Tus . of the multitude has hitherto 


pronounced it © to be abſolutely impoſſible that 


a Maid can be with child.“ But it is well 
known to the learned, that in theſe later times 
there have been many inſtances of - maiden- 
mothers : though, whether they are impregnated 
by the weſt-wind, like Virgil's mares, or, as it 
was ſaid of Juno, by eating a ſallad; whether, 
they bring forth, as Dutch ladies do, Sooterkins ; 
whether they conceive by intuition, or the 


operation of the fancy; or by what other cauſe, 
has not been aſcertained. Several inſtances have 


been recorded, among the Raman Cathelicks, of 
Nuns and Lady-Abbeſſes, who have miraculouſly 
proved with child: and here in England we have 
more than once heard of the pregnancy of a 

Maid of Honour. I myſelf know a lady, almoſt 
approaching to the verge of an old maid, who 
Was very much bloated and puffed up with the 


wind- cholic; for relief of which ſhe went into 
the country for a month, and was unexpectedly 


ſeized with the pangs of child-birth. I have 


been told of another, a virgin of the moſt 


unſpotted 
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unſpotted character, who very unaccountably fell 
into labour, juſt as they were going to tap her 
for the dropſy. An eminent man- widwife of 
my acquaintance was in the beginning of his 
practice called to a virgin, who, to his great 
ſurprize, brought forth an embryo, in form and 
appearance exactly reſembling a mandrake. This 
he conſidered as a moſt wonderful Luſus Naturæ; 
and had actually drawn up an account of it 
(with a figure of the monſter) to be laid before 
the Royal Society: but in leſs than a twelve- 
month he delivered the ſame lady, who ſtill 
continued in a ftate of virginity, of another 1 
falſe conception, like the former; and for many = 
years after, this ,prodigy of a virgin had ſeveral 
other monſtrous and preternatural births of the 
{ ſame kind. He further aſſures me, that he has 
\ ſince very frequently met with theſe phenomena ; 
and that the only difference between maids and. | 
married women in this point is, that the former i 
do not manifeſt the ſigns of pregnancy ſo fully in i 
their waiſts, nor do they cry out ſo vehemently. [ 
in their labour-pains ; and it is remarkable, that. 
they never chuſe to ſuckle their children. 
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IL is vulgarly ſuppoſed, that * the events- 
of, Gaming are regulated by blind chance and 
fortune: but the wiſe and polite, that is, the. 
VV Knowing 


— N t 4 FE 
" 1 ; 


Knowing Ones, cannot but ſmile at the abſurdity 
of this notion; though even the ſagacious Hoyle 


calculations of chances, ſeem to have adopted this 
8 


Gaming, kindly condeſcend to give leſſons, at 


uncertain: and ſo cogent is their method of 
inſtruction, that they never fail to convince their 
pupils, that ſucceſs at dice, as well as bowls, 
depends upon a ſkilful management of the Brafs, 
and that the cards are not ſhuffled by the blind 
1 of fortune. 


| Ir! is a notion * wholly 6 to ; the Volga, 
6 - - « Matrimony brings people together: but 


— 9s 
— 
1 * Ld 
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it is notorious, that in higher life a Marriage is 
the moſt effectual method to keep them aſunder. 
It is impolite for a man and his wife ever to be 
ſeen together in public; and a perſon of quality 
had rather enjoy a tete @ tete with any body's 
wife, but his own, in private. Genteel couples 
have ſeparate amuſements, pay ſeparate viſits, 
keep ſeparate company, lie in ſeparate beds, and 
(uke the man and woman in a ONE) 
are never ken ; OT ä they are 


and Dembivre themſelves, by the nicety of their 


The profeſſors at Arthur's, 
and the experienced adepts in the myſteries of | 


I reaſonable rates, to thoſe novices, who imagine 
that the events of play, like thoſe of war, are 


very 


£55 


N 109. The CONNO! 88 EUR. 37 
very genteel indeed, the lady has her ſeparate 


1 ; maintenance. On the contrary, if a man of 


faſhion has a tendre for an unmarried lady, they 
reſide in the fame houſe, partake of the fame 
diverfions,. and obſerve every other article of 
the ſtricteſt cohabitation. The ſureſt way of 
diffolving a connection of this fort is to marry. - 
Sir John» Brute bluntly declares, that, if he was 
married to an hogfhead of claret, the thought 
of Matrimony would make him hate it. Thus, 
in general, the very names of Wife and Huſband 
are ſufficient to deſtroy all affection: and it was 
but a day or two ago that I met with a fprightly 
young gentleman much of the ſame opinion with 
Sir John; who being reproached for neglecting 

his lady for a miſtreſs, and reminded that Man 
and Wife were one fleſh, replied, that it was 
very true, and what pleaſure could he have in 

touching his own fleſh? Modern Wedlock, 
therefore, may be rather ſaid- to divide than 
unite : at leaft, if Matrimony ever brings folks 
together for a time, it is only to ſeparate them 
more effectually; as, according to the principles 
of action and re-a&tion, where two bodies are 
drawn together by a violent attraction, they 
immediately fly off, and are driven back again 8 
you IRA on, by the CL of ROW.” 4 5 
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Ir may well be called a Vulcan ExROR, 
ſince. none but the Vulgar think fo, that “ the 
ee Sabbath is a day of reſt,” It is, as experience 
teaches. us, a day of buſineſs with ſome, of 
pleaſure with others, but of reſt with none. It 
is. true, indeed, that a ceſſation from worldly 
occupations, together with roaſt beef and plumb 


pudding, were formerly the characteriſtics of the 


Sabbath in England: but theſe inactive principles. 
are now entirely out of faſhion ; nor do I know | 
any. perſon, who is ſtrictly. debarred from exer- 
ciling his employment on that day, except the 


Sheriff's Officer. The exact citizen, nicely 


calculating the damages he would ſuſtain, an an 
average, by the loſs. of a ſeventh part of his 


time, defrauds the Sabbath of it's due right, as 


he cheats his cuſtomers, © in the way of trade. 


As to people of quality, they, I ſuppoſe, (duly. 


conſidering how prodigal they are of their lives 
by adhering to the polite ſyſtem) are willing to 
huſband the little time allotted them, by wang 


"hs night to day, and- MANS to the rk. a 


Ke Ola Woman was not a term frequently. 
en uſe of by the perverſe and impolite 


. multitude, I ſhould hardly attempt to prove ſo 


clear and obvious a Propoſition, as that there. 
« is no ſuch thing 1 in the creation as an Old 
nn. * Woman,” 
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« Woman.“ Old Women, are, indeed, men- 
tioned by ſome few Writers : but I have always 
looked upon their exiſtence to be as chimerical, 

as that of the Brobdignags or the Yohoes ; and 


I do not believe, that there has ever been ſuch 


an animal in nature ſince the Flood. In the 


preſent diſtant period we are unable to conceive 
the leaſt idea of ſuch a creature, as the ſame 


appearance of youth, the ſame lillies and roſes 
bloom on the faces of the whole ſex. For 
a proof of this, if we look round at the opera, 
the playhouſe, a lady's route, or any other 


aſſembly, we may obſerve, that all our girls, 


whether of a ſmaller or of a larger growth, 


aſſume the ſame air of gaiety and intrigue, and 
wear the ſame complexions. A limner of great 


buſineſs has often declared to me, that though 


he has had ſeveral mothers, and grand-mothers, 
and great grand-mothers fit to him, he never 
yet drew the picture of an Old Woman. Medea 


is ſaid to have renewed the youth and vigour 
of her father ſon by boiling him, with certain 


magic herbs, in a cauldron :; but I will not 
_ preſume to ſay, that our ladies are preſerved 


from old-age, by ſtewing in a copper, or that, 


according to a more modern notion, Old 
Women are ground young again by a mill. 
This, however, is certain; that youth, as well 


— 
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as beauty, is the perpetual prerogative of the 
female ſex; and that age, though it ſits venerably 
on a man, would no more become a lady, 
than a beard. 85 . . 1 4.8 


"the in age ſo enlightened as the 1 when 
we have thrown off all other mean prejudices 
of nature and education, it is no wonder, that 
we ſhould diſcard the Goſpel; and I am almoſt 
in doubt, whether I ſhould mention the belief 
of it as a VULGAR ERROR, ſince it daily loſes 
it's credit among us. Wherefore, if I may not g 
be allowed to ſet down the belief in a God, 
a Saviour, a Future State, the Immortality of 
the Soul, &c. &c. as prevailing Errors, I cannot 
_ omit ſo fair an opportunity of congratulating my 
cotemporaries on their having overcome them. 
Nor can I better conclude this paper, than by an 
hint to my friends, the Freethinkers, cautioning 
them to conſider, whether, if we were made 
by chance, the world was made by chance, and 
every thing elſe was made by chance, there may 
not allo be an Hal made by . 
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Contracta wetthe parva ite 


Vedtigalia porrigam. . Hon. 


Vitus ſhall ga n our new ww axciſe 
- Fram wes ans Jolly full raj low lags. - 
To Me. . 1 N. 
8 1 R, 


\ 


VERY  Englifman, who has the „ 
of his country at heart, muſt lament the 


perplexity which our miniſters labour under, in 
contriving ways and means to raiſe money for 
the preſent exigence of affairs. I have with 
pleaſure hearkened to the ſeveral projects pro- 


poſed in the debates of patriots in our coffee- 
houſes and private clubs: but though I find they j 


are unanimous in allowing the neceſſity of levy- 


ing new taxes, every one is willing to Thife off 
the burden from himſelf. | 


T'was introduced the other night into a ſet 


of worthy citizens, who very zealouſly took this 
ſubject i into conſideration over their evening pipe. 
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One of them, a grave gentleman, pulling the 
Evening Poſt out of his pocket, and putting on 

read aloud to us the ſeveral 

methods already propoſed; to which many wiſe 
objections were immediately ſtarted by the com- 


pany. What's that? ſays an old don, (who 


„J afterwards found had a ſmall eſtate in 
60 houſes) An additional duty upon bricks, and 
, pan+tiles and plain- tiles? I ſuppoſe they will 
c lay a duty on plain-tile pegs by and by.“ 


This ſpeech was received with an hearty chuckle 


of applauſe from the reſt of the company; when 


another took occaſion to obſerve, © that he very 


much approved the ſcheme for laying a larger 
tc tax upon cards and dice ;” one of which he 
called the devil's books, and the other his 
The duty upon plate might perhaps 
| have paſſed into a law in this aſſembly, if it had 
not been vehemently. oppoſed by one A 5 
(whom I diſcovered to be a ſilverſmith,) i 

which he was ſeconded by. the landlord of Pas 
houſe, who had a ſeat in this meeting, and told 


us, © that it would lie very hard upon publicans, 
e as nobody would now drink their porter out 


4c of a pewter pot.” Theſe and the like argu- 


ments induced us to ſet aſide all the projects, 
that had been offered hitherto, and to conſult 


e. in order to find new ones in their 
room; 
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room ; among which I. could not but ſmile at 


the propoſal of an honeſt peruke-maker, who 


adviſed the levying of a poll-tax upon all that 


wore their own hair.” © For, ſays he, we have 
«© never had good times, ſince wigs were out of 


* faſhion, What rare days were thoſe in 


« Queen Amne's reign, when the nobility and 
« gentry wore large flaxen flows of thirty 
c guineas price! And, as you may ſee by my 


C lord Godophin 's monument in Veſiminſter 


« Abby, a prime miniſter's wig ound not be 
80 . I am ſure, under fifty n 


Tux 4 that paſſed at this ſociety of bo 
Politicians, has led me to turn my thoughts on 
deviſing ſome method, that might anſwer the 
preſent demands for a ſupply, with the leaſt 


injury to the community. On this account I 
am of opinion, that private vices (according to 


the favourite tenet of Maundeville) may in ſome 
meaſure be converted into public benefits, by 


_ laying a certain tax or duty on the faſhionable 


amuſements of the gay and polite world. For 
this purpoſe I have with great pains and labour 
contrived a plan, a few heads of which, without 
further preface, I ſhall (with your leave) ſubmit 
to the conſideration of thoſe whom it * 


concer N. 


Fare 


* 
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Fins then, I would propoſe, that no perſons 
of quality, or others, ſhould be allowed to keep 
any route, drum, aſſembly, viſiting-day, (or 
whatever other name it may hereafter be called 


\ by,) at which more than one hundred perſons 


= rank and faſhion. 


| ſhall be found aſſembled, without paying a 
certain rate for every ſuch route, drum, &c; 
The number of theſe meetings, which are held 
in this town, (including the city of London and 
the ſuburbs thereof,) I have computed, upon an 
exact calculation, to amount annually to eight 
_ thouſand three hundred and upwards : fo that 
if a duty, at only ſix-pence per head, were to be 
levied upon the: company, it would bring in a 
prodigious income to the government; deduct- 
ing for the decreaſe conſequent of this tax, as 
alſo. for thoſe which we may expect will be 
ſmuggled, or carried on clandeſtinely. And, as 
gaming is an effential diverſion at all theſe 
meetings, I would further adviſe, that every 
card-table be entered, in the ſame manner as 
all wheel-carriages, and a proportionable rate 
fixed on them, according to the degree and 
quality of the owners. Be it enacted moreover, 
that extraordinary licences ſhall be taken out for 
playing at cards on the Sabbath-day ; but that 
theſe be granted only to perſons of the higheſt 


e 


* 
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Ar che preſent juncture of affairs every one 


Vill agree with me, that if an abſolute prohi- 
bition be impracticable, an heavy duty ſhould 
be laid on the importation of French faſhions 
and fopperies into this kingdom. Tt is therefore 
but reaſonable that all French cooks, valets 
de chambre, milliners, mantua-makers, hair- 
cutters, &c. ſhould be at leaſt doubly taxed, as 


it is notorious that they exact from the dupes, 
who employ them, more than double the wages 


or price for their labours, that our own modeſt 
countrymen would require. This tax, I make 


no doubt, would produce no inconſiderable ſum 
for the public uſe : and as our ladies, though 


I would not ſuſpect that they have French hearts, 
are ambitious of wearing French complexions, 


a further ſum-might alſo be raiſed by fixing an 


Wes duty — * and carmine. 


THERE are many other particulars in the 
faſhionable world, which might be turned in 


the ſame manner to the public good. A tax 


on kept miſtreſſes, for example; who are now 


become ſo very numerous, that T queſtion not 
but a duty, properly levied on them, would be 
ſufficient to maintain all the widows of our 


ſoldiers and ſailors, Who ſhall happen to be killed 
in the ſervice. An heavy duty might alſo be 
; laid 


* 


HA 


| laws and decency, theſe places are ſuffered to be 


kept open, it is ſurely equitable that they ſhould 


pay round taxes for the relief of the nation, as 


ſcheme, and to make vice and folly further con- 
tribute to the public neceſſity, I would alſo pro- 


_ poſe, that Meſſieurs Harris, Derry, and the reſt 
of the fraternity of Pimps, retained as caterers 
to the voluptuous at any tayern or Bagnio, 
ſhould enter all the hacks in their ſervice at an 


exciſe-office appropriated to this purpoſe ; and 
that, to prevent frauds, as well as to point out 
the means of application to the office for redreſs 
in caſe of complaint, thefe hacks ſhould all be 

marked and numbered, like the hackney- 
_ coaches. 1 


— 


As it is en on every Engl /hman to 


expoſe his life in defence of his country againſt 
the common enemy, I muſt particularly recom- 
mend, that ſome means may be deviſed, that 
the gallant feats of thoſe men of honour, who 


rather chuſe to riſk their lives in the modiſh way 


of duelling, may be attended with ſome ad- 


vantage to their countrymen, I would therefore 
_ady iſe, 


4 Ne CONNOISSEUR. N.. 116. 
laid on all Bagnios, French-wine-houſes, Covent- 
Garden coffee-houſes, &c. and ſince, in ſpite of 


4 


well as an annual tribute for the connivance of 
the neighbouring - Juſtices, To add to this 
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adviſe, that ſwords and piſtols, of a ſettled 


length and bore, with the Tower-ſtamp, be 


provided by the government for the ' uſe of 
Duelliſts, and that they ſhall not preſume to 


make uſe of any other, under pain of incurring 
the guilt of murder. Theſe weapons may be 
let out at a certain price; and if one of the 


parties happen to. kill the other, the ſurvivor 
ſhall be ſubje& to a fine according to his rank 


and ſtation, and a jury ſhall be directed to bring 


in the verdict, Se- Defence. In like manner, 
perſons of quality may have leave granted them 


to put an end to their own lives, after an ill run 


at cards, or the like emergent occaſions; when 


on paying a certain rate, they may be indulged in 
a private execution from the hands of Jack Reich, 


and the Coroner's inqueſt ſhall be directed to 


bring in their verdict, Fe, 


. 1 my Sir, your humble ſervant, ke. 


To Mr. T 0 N N. 
i e 


A S you are a tain, I ſhall make 
no apology for deſiring you to give the 
following Advertiſement (which has already 


. in the Day Advert * a place in 


ſome 
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ſome corner of your paper. By doing this 


you will eu "Rs the Virtusſi in Flowers, 
as well as 


Pour humble ſervant, &e. 


vo e Sold by SUBSCRIPTION, 
OT Ar Half a Guinea each Plant. ig 


N 8 raiſed by Mr. William! Rib; at 
1A 1/ington, named the Taluurn; having fine 
Graſi, a ſtrong Stem, a certain Blower, a large Truffer, 
the Fingers a juſt Length, a god Pip for Sine and 
Shape, the Eye extremely white, the 7 hrum full, the 
Margin a beautiful Purple Black, finely variegated 
with Silver and Green, continues long in Bloom, and 
dies in Colour, No plant to be fold for leſs than one 
| Guinea after the Subſcription is cloſed, until the 
3 Bloom | is over. | 


p 


0" at. * 
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Tandem geſine matrem. ; ag Hor. 


Wi th dear mamma 0 9 not ſuch a pother ! 
- But * to be a man before your mother. 


8 


\HE generality of the young -unmarried 
ladies of the preſent age diſlike no com- 


pay much nn. elderly perſons of their own 


ſex, 


». 
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wich an old maiden aunt, a mamma, or grand- 
mamma to the play, or to Ranelagh, is ſo inſipid 
an amuſement, that it robs their entertainment 


3 | of the very name of a party of pleaſure. To be 


handed into 2 box, walk in the public gardens, 
or make one at a card-table at a route, with a 
ſprightly young nobleman, or gallant colonel of 
the guards, has ſome life in it ; but to be kept 
perpetually under the wing of an old lady, can 


have no charms for a woman of ſpirit. The 


preſence of theſe | antiquated females impoſes a 
conſtraint on their behaviour: they are, indeed, 


like the Duennas in Spain, ſpies on the conduct 
of the gay and young ; and a good old gentle- 
woman, with a blooming beauty by her ſide, 


watches her every motion, and is as much 
| frighted, if the pretty creature makes any ad- 
vances to a man, as an hen, who has been 
foſter-mother to a brood of ee is alarmed 
at their taking to the water. 


5 T HIS looſe 0 behaviour ſo much in 
vogue, and conſequently ſo genteel, has, I muſt 
own, no charms in my eye, as a modeſt deport- 
ment appears to me moſt e- 
in the fair ſex ; and I am always glad to ſee a 

Ko lady of ſufficient ſenſe and diſcretion, to 
Vor. IV. 5 D behave 


ſex, whether mairied or unmarried. Going 


WEIS 
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i behave with an innocent chearfulneſs, inſtead of 
apparent uneaſineſs and conftraint, before her more 
aged female friends and relations. But though 
a daughter ſhould prefer no company to her 
mother, a ſon, always dangling at the ſide of 
his mamma, would appear as ridiculous, as if he 
wore his ſiſter's petticoats : and however amiable 
this maidenly demeanour might ſeem in a young 
girl, I cannot view it with equal approbation in 
the character of a Male-Virgin ;—a character, 
with which I ſhall here preſent the reader, as 


. n way one of ny correſpondents. 


To! Mr. TOWN. 


SIR, 


Ou have N given us ſeveral inflinces 
1 of thoſe ambiguous creatures among the 
men, who are both male and female; permit 
me to add to them an account of thoſe lady. like 
Zentlemen, whom we may diſtinguiſh by the 
title of their mother's own ſons ; who have in 
vain changed the bib and leading-ſtrings for the 
breeches, and ſtick as cloſe to their mammas, 
as a great calf to the fide of an old cow. I am 
intimately acquainted with one of theſe over- 
grown babies; who is indeed too big to be 
u n in lap, or fed With a * though 
* he 
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he had not yet quitted the nurſery. 


[436 


contempt of the men, the jeſt of the women, 
and the darling of his mamma, She doats on 
him to diſtraction; ; and is in perpetual admi- 
ration of his wit, and anxiety for his health. 
The good young gentleman, for his part, is 

neither undutiful nor ungrateful: ſhe is the only 
woman, that he does not look on with indif- 
ferEnce; and ſhe is his tutoreſs, his phyſician, 
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by candle · licht, leſt he ſhould hurt his eyes; 


; | handkerchief. round. his neck through a whole 


n. or that terrible chink in the n 1 


a his addreſſes to his mother, and whatever little 
acts of gallantry may paſs between them, no 
encouragemegt can prevail on him to treat 
other women with the ſame freedom. Being 
once deſired at a ball to dance a minuet, in- 
Read of taking out any of the young ladies, he 


he is no more weaned from his mother, than if 3 


Tun delicate BI Er SUCKLING is " the 


and his nurſe, She provides his broth every 
evening; will not ſuffer him to look into a book 


and takes care to have his. bed warmed : nay, 
1 have known him ſit with his mamma's white 


viſit, to guard him from the wind of that ugly 


- Dor 0 Kandel he may behave f in 
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could pitch upon no partner ſo agreeable, to 
whom he might offer the compliment of his 
hand, as his mother; and I remember, when 
he was once called upon in a large company at 
a tavern to give a lady in his turn, he plainly 
ſhewed who was the ſole miſtreſs of his af- 
fections, by toaſting his mother. The gallant 
cuſtom of challenging a lady to drink a bumper, 
by leaving it to her option whether ſhe will 
have hob or nob, frequently gives a delicious 
flavour to the liquor, eſpecially when, as I have 
known it happen, joining the lips of the glaſſes 
has proved a prulude to a meeting between the 
lips of the parties : but he could not be prevailed 


on to accept a glaſs of claret from the faireſt 
hand, though a kiſs were ſure to follow it. I 


have known him ſo very nice, as to refuſe a 
glaſs of ſack filled with walnuts, which had 
been peeled by the ſnowy fingers of a beautiful 
young lady; though I have ſeen him ſmack his 
| lips after a glaſs of - raiſin wine, in which his 
| prudent mother had been dabbling with her 
ſauffy ſinger, in order to fiſh out the ſmall 
particles of cork, which might poſſibly have 
 choaked him. If a lady drops her fan, he fits 
- without any emotion, and ſuffers her to ſtoop 
ſor it herſelf; or if the ſtrikes her tea-cup 
- againſt the ſaucer to give notice that it is empty, 
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4 he pays no regard to the ſignal, but ſees her 

W walk up to the tea-table, without ſtirring from 

nis chair. He would rather leave the moſt ce- 
ſebrated beauty, in crofling the ſtreet, to the 
mercy of a drayman, than truſt her with his 
little finger: though at the ſame time ſhould his 
mother be ſo diſtreſſed, he would not ſcruple 
to bear as much of her weight as he could 
ſtand under, and to redeem her ſilk ſtockings 
from 5 wwe even expoſe his own. 


O. weuld i imagine, that this extreme co 
neſs and-referve, in which he fo remarkably 
differs from the generality of his own ſex, would 
in another reſpe& as effeQually diſtinguiſh him 
from the generality of women: I mean, that 
being leſs polite in his addreſs than a footman, 
we ſhould hardly expect to find him more lo- 
quacious than a chambermaid. But this is 
really the caſe : ſuffer him to take the lead in 
converſation, and there are certain topics, in 
which the moſt prating goſſip at a chriſtening 
would find it difficult to cope with him. The 
ſtrength of his conſtitution is his favourite 
theme: he is conſtantly attempting to prove, 
that he is not ſuſceptible” of the leaſt injury from 
cold; though a hoarſeneſs in his voice, and the 
- continual interruptions of a conſumptive cough, 5 


D . 4 OE Ro give Y 
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give him che lie vw his throat at the end of 


every ſentence. e The inſtances, indeed, by 
which he endeavours to prove his hardineſs, 


unlucklly rather tend to convince us of the 


delicacy of his frame, as they ſeldom amount 


to more than his having kicked off the bed- 
cloaths in his ſleep, laid aſide one of his flannel 


waiſtcoats in a hot day, or tried on a new pair of 


pumps, before they had been ſufficientiy aired. 
For the truth of theſe facts he always appeals 
to his mamma, who vouches for him with a 
ſigh, and proteſts that his careleſſneſs ud 
ruin the conſtitution of an | horſe, 


1 % 


IAM now coming to the moſt extracrdinary 


part of his character. This puſillanimous crea- 
ture thinks himſelf, and would be thought, a 
Buck. The noble fraternity of that order find, 


that their reputation can be no otherwiſe main- 


tained, than by prevailing on an Jiſb chairman 
now and then to favour them with a broken 
bead, or by conferring the ſame token of their 


eſteem on the unarmed and defenceleſs waiters 
at a tavern. But theſe feats are by no means 


| ſuited to the diſpoſition of our hero: : and yet he 


always looks upon his harmlefs exploits as the 


bold frolicks of a Buck, If he eſcapes a nervous 


fever a month, he is quite a Buck: if he walks 
home 


boſe 
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home after it is dark, without his mamma's 
maid to. attend him, he is quite a Buck: if he 
18 up an hour later than his uſual time, or 
drink a glaſs or two of wine without water, 
he calls it a debauch; and becauſe his head 
does not ache the next morning, he is quite a 
Buck. In ſhort, a woman of the leaſt ſpirit 


within the precincts. of St. Jamess would de- 


moliſh him in a week, ſhould he pretend to 
keep pace with her in her irregularities; and yet 

he is ever Asniſying himſelf with the mum 
of a Buck. | 


" Now might it not bs giving this gentleman 
an uſeful hint, Mr. Town, to aſſure him, that 
while milk and water is his darling liquor, a 
Bamboo cane his Club, and his mother the fole 
object of his affections, the world will never 
join in denominating him a Buck: that if he 
fails in this attempt, he is abſolutely excluded 
from every order in ſociety; for whatever his 


deſerts may be, no aſſembly of antiquated 


virgins can ever acknowledge him for a ſiſter, 
nature having as deplorably diſqualified him for 
that rank in the community, as he has diſqua- 
lified himſelf for every other: and that, though 
he never can arrive at the dignity of leading 


N 0 in hell, he may poſſibly be condemned to 
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3 dangle in that capacity; at the apron firing of 
= TOE e 4 Ng r Md 


2 reſembled one in this. 
hs 1 Ian, at your humble Servant, 


Nom, . Thr March 18, . 


y Ae axis s erat, temo aureus, aurea fume 
Curvatura rotz, radiorum argenteus ordo : 


Per juga chryſolithi, politrque e ex ordine kemme. 
Ovp. f 


fre en a f fair one's l ſparkling flicks, . 


© Swinging on ſilver ſprings, a coach and fix: © 
There on a ſprig or ſlop'd pompon Jou fee. 
PU | . fully, cha iſe, or Vis-a-ViS. _ 
1 * Mr. 2 0 . 
8 I R, 


ladies heads. As this aſſertion may probably 
puzzle many readers, who pay no attention to 
N te ne and whimſical revolutions of modern 


uo. 


FT has for a beck time bins obſervable that 
the ladies heads have run much upon wheels; 
but of late there has appeared a ſtrange kind of 
imverſion, for the wheels now run upon the 
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taſte, it will be neceſſary to inform them, that 


inſtead of a cap, the preſent mode is ſor ever 
female of faſhion to load her head with ſome 
kind of carriage; whether they are made with 


broad wheels or not I cannot determine; how- 
ever, as they are undoubtedly excluded the 
Turnpike Act, it is by no means material. 


Thoſe heads which are not able to bear 4 


coach and ſix (for vehicles of this ſort are 
very apt to crack the. brain) ſo far at con- 
fiſtently with prudence as to make uſe. of a_ 


_ poſt-chariot, or a ſingle-horſe chaiſe with a beau: 
en in the middle. 5 


1 ©- 


Tux curioſity. I had of knowing the purport . 


of this invention, and the general name of theſe 


machines, led. me to make inquiry about them 


of a faſhionable milliner, at the court end of the 


town. She obliged me with the ſight of one of 
theſe equipages, deſigned for the head of a lady 
of quality, which I ſurveyed with much admi- 


ration; and placing it on the palm of my hand, 


could not . help fancying myſelf, like. Gulliver, 
taking up the Empreſs: of Lillipat in her ſtate - 
coach. The vehicle itſelf was conſtructed of 

gold threads, and was drawn by ſix dapple 4 | 


of blown glaſs, with a coachman, poſtilion, and 
_—_— within, of. the ſame brittle manu- 


D 5 © 
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* 


a : of this new. head-dreſs. | 


; e was called a S culchen of Pretence, 
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facture. Upon further enquiry, the milliner told 
me, with a ſmile, that it was difficult to give a 
reaſon for inventions fo full of whim, but that 
the name of this ornament (if it may be called 
| ſuch) was a Capriole or Cabriole ; which we may 


trace from the ſame original with our Engii/h 
word Caprice, both being derived from the 
French word cabrer, OS Buer to . en 
like an mae obs 


Ir i is not to 1 Joubted, but that this faſhion 


took it's riſe among the ladies from their fondneſs 


for equipage; and I dare ſay, that every fair 
one, who carries a coach and fix upon her head, 
would be glad to be carried with equal ſplendor 
in a coach of her own. I would therefore pro- 
poſe a ſcheme, which might render this whim- 


ical mode of ſome kind of ſervice to both ſexes ; 


by which the ladies may give a tacit hint of their 
inclinations without the leaſt breach of modeſty, 


. the men may prevent the danger and inconve- 


nience attending the preſent method of adver- 


tiſing for wives, and the whole courſe of a 


modern courtſhip may be carried. vo ets means 


* pf Ly 8 


e of a cpr, at 0 aut 


3 : which : 
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which muſt not here be underſtood as a term 


of Heraldry, but as an invitation to matrimony. 
Thus, if a lady preſumes that ſhe has a right, 
either from her wit, beauty, merit, or fortune, 


to pretend to a ſet of horſes, let ſix bright bays, 


blacks, or greys prance down one fide of her 


head; and according to the rank ſhe inſiſts upon, 


let a ducal or an earl's coronet, or a bloody. 
hand be diſtinguiſhed upon her Capriole. The 
| females of leſs ambition may likewiſe expreſs. 


their inclinations by a poſt-chariot and pair; 


and even thoſe who, from a due conſideration. 
of the low condition of the funds, are ſo con- 
deſcending as to ſtoop to a plain cit, have no- 


thing to do but to fix upon their heads a ſingle- 


| horſe chaiſe, filled with a loving couple, ſticking - 
as cloſe together as two dried figs. As to thoſe: 


| who have raſhly vowed virginity, if their great: - 


proneneſs to cenſure the reſt of their ſex, and 
the fretfulneſs of their aſpect, be not ſufficient. 


indications to keep the men at a diſtance, they. 


may ere upon their noddles a formal female 
ſeated in a Sulky, fooliſhly pleaſed with having 
the whole, vehicle to herſelf, and aukwardly, 


exerciſing the imaginary power of "—_, the: 


=_ command of We keins. 


* 


; ornamented with a chain and locket, ſomething 
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Ab a farther means of facilitating this new 


rn I muſt beg leave to pro- 


poſe, that every lady's boſom ſhould, inſtead of 
a pendent croſs, which ſavours of popery, be 


like thoſe bottle- tickets, which direct us to port, 
claret, or burgundy, upon which might be cu- 
riouſly engraved the numbers two hundred, five 


hundred, or a thouſand, according to the ſettle- 
ment expected. But to. thoſe female Puixotes 


who ſcorn the Capriole, and erect Windmill 
pon their heads inſtead of it, I ſhall offer a 
word of advice worthy their attention; which 


bs, that they would provide a pipe of communi · 
cation, to be conveyed from theſe machines to 


the brain, and conſtituted upon the model of the 
in genious Dr. Hale's ventilators, that, whenever 
the ſails of the Windmill are put into motion 
by the. external air, they may draw off all 
pernicious vapours, which may occafion a. ver- 
tigo in the inſide, as well as on the outlide 


e heads. . 


xl am, Sir, 10 bumble erat 
hb 


"Tan 3 cleaſed with the Re ot my 
Mord correſpondent, and think it particu- 


oy well _ to the preſent Shoe, of 


the 
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the ladies; A fondneſs for ſhowy equipages is 
now become one of their darling paſſions ; and 
the ſplendour, in which they are to be maintained, 
ſeems to be one of the chief conſiderations in 
modern matches. If a fine lady can be carried 
to court in a chair richly ornamented, or roll to 
the opera in a gilt chariot, ſhe little conſiders 
with how difag reeable a companion ſhe goes 
through the journey of life: and a polite female 
would no more fix her affections on a man, who 
drives but a beggarly pair, than ſhe could be 
contented with being tumbled down to his 
country ſeat, like Punch s wife to * | 
a wheel- amen. 5 | 


Tk des having thus ſtrongly manifeſted 1 
cheir paſſion for equipage, the gentlemen, I ſup- | 
' Poſe, out of mere gallantry, and in order to . Þ 

further the gratification of their defires, have 
taken great pains to convert themſelves into 
coachmen, grooms, and jockies. The flapped 
hat, the jemmy frock with plate buttons and 
a leathern belt, and the pride which ſome young ; Mi 
men of quality take in driving, are all calculate. 
the better to qualify them for being the ladies 5 
humble ſervants. I am therefore for extending 
my correſpondent's ſcheme: and as the ladies 
8 * che ſign of a coach 
and 


"74 
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and fix, like the door of a Meuſe alehouſe, 1 
would have the gentlemen alſo bear theſe em- 


dlematical vehicles; by which the other ſex 


may, by a ſingle glance at a lover's head, ſee 
in what ſtate they will be ſupported; as we 
know a clergyman by or 142 5 Nee 


15 9" i 


; F = 1 ered. of 


| Tas pretty none who dudy de, might 
ſhew a great deal of invention in ſuiting their 
Caprioles to their circumſtances. Any nobleman 
or gentleman, who has the honour to be a 
Knowing One, might ſhew his affection for the 
turf by carrying the horſe and jockey; another, 
who is an excellent driver, might bear his own: 
figure exalted in a Phacton; and a third, who 
thinks of picking up a partner for life, that can 
be pleaſed with a tete d ze or ſober piquet 
party with her huſband, may bear a vis-a-vis. . 
In a word, all the different propoſals of va- 
rious ſuitors might be made by means of theſe. 
ornaments, which might be worn over the 
 forcheads of the beaux, like the white horſe - 
in the grenadiers. caps; and the ladies might 
be as much ſmitten with a. promiſing Capriole: 
on the head of a lover, as deen _ 


- * 
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Ir this mode ſhould prevail, the concluding . 
a treaty of marriage between two perſons of 


quality might be, conſidered in the ſame light, 
and expreſſed in the ſame terms, as mating a 
match at Newmarket; and inſtead of the hack- 
= neyed. phraſes at. preſent uſed. by our news- 
= writers, we might perhaps ſee the important 
= articles, concerning marriages, drawn "" after 
the following manner. 


We hear that a mach will be 1 made 
between the mourning coach and fix of a mer- 
chant's widow with a great jointure, and an 
Hunter, in fine order, belonging to a younger 
brother of a noble family. 


A running horſe, h ighly aa for his blood, 


is expected to ſtart ſoon with a young filly from 
Yorkſhire. Many thouſand ant, are depend 
ing on this match. 


A few days ago a voungefcllow from Hal, 


mounted on a ſingle horſe, attacked an heireſs in 
her coach and fix: The lady made little or no 


reſiſtance, and ſuffered herſelf to be taken out of ; 


the coach, and carried off behind him. 


A gay coach and fix, belonging to a young” 
heir juſt of age, came to town laſt week in great 


ſplendor, and was intended to be matched with 


- 
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an equipage of the ſame kind: but having unfor- 
tunately run againſt Arthur's chocolate-houſe, it 
broke down, and the owner was very much hurt. 


We hear from Bath, that the poſt-chaiſe of a 
young lady of great beauty lately made it's 'ap- 
pearance in the long room, and ſoon after went 

off with the TGT of a cs e vun 
ſquire. N | 


We are 1 informed 7 ba the 3 place, 
that an old-faſhioned two-wheel chaiſe with a 
ſingle horſe, contrived to hold only one' perſon, 
nad driven about the walks for ſome time; but 
baving joſtled againſt the Sulky of an old 
batchelor, in his grand climacterie, it was judged 
expedient to join them tegether ; when they 
formed a moſt agreeable vis-a-vis, for 1 ** 
Accommodation of both . 
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O banks gentes, . hæc better in | hottis 


LS c ͤ alla mos. 


0 ballw/d ground] a grove bas v7 aid nods, 
Here thick fin: riſe of ah all the Gods, 


IRTU. is W 19"y the 264% inflance, in 


. which the appearance of 00. know- 
ledge is affected in the preſent age ; and our 
perſons of rank acquire juſt enough ſcholarſhip, 
to.. qualify. . themſelves for Connoiſſeurs. This 
ſort of ſtudents. become ſufficiently acquainted 
with the cuſtoms of the ancients, to learn the ; 
leſs intereſting particulars concerning them. 
They can diſtinguiſh a Tiberius from a Trajan, 
know the Pantheon from the Amphitheatre, and 
can explain the difference between the pretexta 

and the tunica: which (only ſuppoſing the pre- 


| ſent times to have elapſed. ſome hundred years) 


is juſt as deep knowledge, as if ſome future an- 
tiquarian ſhould diſcover the difference between 


a Carolus and an Auna, or 


St. Paul's church 


and Drury - Lane playhouſe, o a full-trimined wy ; 


* a French frock., 


EE 


66 he  GONNOISSEUR. W. 13 
Bur the full diſplay of modern polite learn- 


ing is exhibited in the decoration of. parks, 


gardens, '&c." and centered in that important 


monoſyllable, Taſte. Taſte comprehends the 


whole circle of the polite arts, and ſheds its in- 


fluence on every lawn, avenue, graſs-plat, and 
parterre. Taſte has peopled the walks and 


gardens of the great with more numerous inha- 
bitants than the ancient Satyrs, Fauns, and 


Dryads. While infidelity has expunged the 
Chriſtian Theology from our creed, Taſte has 


introduced the Heathen Mythology into our gar- 
dens. If a pond is dug, Neptune, at the com- 


mand of Taſte, emerges from the baſon, and 
preſides in the middle ; or if a viſta is cut 
through a grove, it muſt be terminated by a 
Flora, or an Apollo, As the ancients held that 
every ſpot of ground had it's guardian Genius, 
and that woodland deities were pegged in the 


knotty- entrails of every tree, ſo in the gardens 
laid out by modern Taſte every walk is peopled 


with gods and goddeſſes, and every corner of it 
has its tutelar deity. Temples are erected, to 


all the train of deities mentioned in Homer or 
Ovid, which edifices, as well as their ſeveral 


\ ſtatues, are adorned with Zatin or Greek inſerip- 
tions; while the learned owner wonders at his 
own 5 ſtock of * which he ſees 


drawn 
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drawn out at large before him, like the whole 
knowledge of an 8 4 inſcribed WHO his 


gallipots oh 


TnuxsE en of Taſte may be „ bonſidered 1 


28 a ſort of learned idolators, fince they may be 
almoſt ſaid to adore theſe graven images, and 
are quite enthuſiaſtic in their veneration of 


them. The following letter may poſſibly give 
them ſome offence ;z but as I have myſelf no 


extravagant fondneſs for a Jupiter Tonans or a 
Belvidere Apollo, T heartily wiſh the ſcheme 


| propoſed by my correſpondent may take 


place, though it ſhould reduce the rern of 
heathen TR en, 

o Mr. TOWN: 
$18, e 


T a time when all wiſe heads are conſider- 


ing of ways and means to raiſe taxes, that it 


moſt effeQually reſtriive I Fan permit 
me to propole (as a ſupplement to. the thoughts 
of one of your en ee on this wot da 

Need tax upon Gods. 


. 


Ir is a i ſtrange Vat an. . ruth, s 


Mr. Town, that if you and I were to travel 
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nee to viſit the citizen in his 


country box, the nobleman at his ſeat, e 
eſquire at the hall- houſe, and even the divine at 


his parſonage, we ſhould find the gardens, 


” avenues, and groves, belonging to each 1. h | 
1 2 ho GR n egen Gods | 


\ Is the ohne declining Aate fo our eſtabliſhed 4 
ie I almoſt tremble to conſider what may 
be the conſequences of theſe ready-made deities. 

Far be it from me to ſuppoſe that the great and 
the rich will worſhip any God whatſoever: but 
ſtill I am induced to fear that the poor and the 
vulgar, when they find all other worſhip ridi- 
culed and laid aſide, may fooliſhly take to theſe 
molten images, and adore every leaden godhead 
they can find, If a tax on wheels has put down 
ſome hundreds of coaches, by a parity of reaſon, 
a tax upon Gods may pull down an equal, if 
not a greater, number of ſtatues. I would alſo 
offer another propoſal ; which is this: That an 
oak be immediately planted where-ever a ſtatue 
has been taken away; by which means thoſe 
vaſt woods, which of late years have been cut 
don in England, to ſupply the immediate ne- 
ceſſities of the illuſtrious Arthurites in St. James a- 
Warte may 135 in ſome n 2 8 W 


Y T 


Aue 
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upon branches of ſplendor not totally luxurious. 
Wheel carriages may be neceſſary; want of 
health or lameneſs of limbs may require them: 
but what neceſſities can we pretend for ſtatues 
in our gardens, Penates in our libraries, and 
Lares on every chimney-piece ? I have re- 
marked many wild whims of this kind, that 
have appeared ſubmiſſions, if not attachments, 
to idolatry. A gentleman of my acquaintance 
bas deſtroyed his chapel, merely becauſe he could 
not put up ſtatues in it, and has filled his garden 

with every god that can be found in Spence's 
 Polymetis. Another of my friends, after having 
placed a Belvidere Apollo very conſpicuouſly and 
naked upon the top of a mount, has erected an 
Obeliſk to the Sun: and this expence he has 
not put himſelf to for the beauty of the Obeliſk, 
for it is not beautiful, nor again for the ſplendor 
of the planet, which is of pewter double gilt, 
but only becauſe, being in poſſeſſion of copies or 
originals of every deity that Greece or Italy could 
- boaſt, he was refelved to have the God of Perſſa 
to complete his collection. A poll tax therefore 
upon gods and goddeſſes, be their repreſentation 
what it will, Suns, Dogs, Moons, or Monkies, 
is abſolutely neceſſary, and would infallibly bring 
ina a large revenue to the Rate, 


HaregninG 


Amen our preſent taxes, ſome of them fal! 
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.- HAPPENING to be the other day at Slaughter's 
ls ak in St. artin's-Lane, I ſaw two very 
ine ſtatues of Fame and Fortune, brought out of 
Mr. Roubilliac's gate, and expoſed to view, before 
they were nailed up and carted. The boy cf the 
houſe told us they were to be placed upon the top 
of Sir Thomas'——'s$ chapel in Hampſbire. © Is 
it for ſuch as theſe (obſerved a ſneering papiſt, 
, who ſtood near me, ) that crucifixes have been 

“ removed, and that reverend ſaints and martyrs 
. have been deſtroyed, and pounded into duſt ? 
« Is it for theſe, that St. Peter has been broken 

to pieces, and St. Pau! melted down into 

« water-pipes? Muſt Our Lady make room for 

. Proſerpine ? And the holy giant St. Chriſtopher | 
“ fall a victim to the Farneſian Hercules? Will 
„ you not agree with me, Sir, continued he, 

“ that as men are induced, and almoſt con- 

0 ſtrained, to judge of others by their own man- 
ners and inclinations, we who are ſuppoſed to 
'« worſhip the images of . chriſtians, muſt na- 
e turally conclude, that the proteſtants of the 
e Church of England worſhip the images of 
& heathens.“ * confeſs. I was at a loſs how to 
anſpwer the acuteneſs of his queſtions and muſt 
own that I cannot help thinking St. Anthony 
preaching to the fiſhes, or St. Dunſtan taking 

the Devil by the noſe, as proper - grnaments for a 

Chapel, as * Pagan Deities Whatever. 


* 


Hrrnxzro I have kept you entirely among 


the molten images without doors, but were we 


to enter the ſeveral manſions whoſe avenues 


and demeſnes are adorned in the manner I de- 
ſeribe, we ſhould find every chamber a pagod, 
filled with all the monſtrous images that the 


idolatry of India can produce. I will not 


preſume to infer that the ladies addreſs Kitzos | 
(prayers which the Fapaneſe make uſe of in 


time of public diſtreſs) to their /ngens, but I am 
apt to ſurmiſe, that in times of danger and in- 


vaſion, ſome of your fair readers would be more 


_ alarmed at the approach of the French to their 


china than to their chapels, and would ſooner 


give up a fayourite lap-dog, than a groteſque 
chimney- piece figure of a Chineſe ſaint with 


numberleſs heads and arms. I have. not yet 


digeſted my thoughts, in what manner the fair 
ſex. ought to be taxed, It is a tender point, 


and requires conſideration. At preſent, I am 


of opinion, they ought to be ſpared, and the 
whole burthen entirely laid upon thoſe Bramins 
and Imans, whoſe idolatrous temples lie pub- 
{ licly open to our ſtreets. 


eats 1 am, Sir, your moſt inthe e firing | | 
|, MOSES ORTHODOX. 
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Nous. 


$i 
Ys Thy? 
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"Now: r. . ZE Ty . 
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Vegan erg timent dene Num. 
Hos. 
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C REMRMRER, when I was very young, 

relation carried me-to viſit a gentleman * 
had wrote ſome pieces that had been very well 
received, and made me very happy by promiſing 
to introduce me to an Author. As ſoon as 
T came, I ſurveyed his whole perſon from top 
to toe with the ſtricteſt attention, ſat open- 
mouthed to catch every ſyllable that he uttered, 
and noticed his voice, manner, and every word 
and geſture, with the minuteſt obſervation. 
I could not help whiſpering to myſelf the whole 
Evening, I am in company with an Author,” 
and waited with the moſt anxious impatience to 
| hear him deliver ſomething, that might diſtin- 
Sim him from the reſt of mankind. The 

N behaved with great chearfulneſs and 
N but he did not at all anſwer the 
idea, which I had conceived of an Author; and 
12 went _ Py diſappointed, becauſe 
. I could 
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I could not find. any ſtriking difference between 
** and the * of my e 


", Tolane in is no n Bo in * of life, hich 
is the ſubject of more frequent ſpeculation among 
the vulgar, than an Author. Some look on him 
with contempt, and others with admiration ; 
but they all agree in believing him to be ſome- 
thing different from all other people; and it is 
remarkable with what greedineſs they attend to 
any little anecdotes, which they can pick up 
concerning his life and converſation. - He is, 
indeed, a kind of an ideal being, of which 
people conceive very different notions. By ſome 
he is ſuppoſed never to ſtir out of a garret, to 
wear a ruſty black coat, dirty ſhirt, and darned 
ſtockings, and to want all the neceſſaries, as 
well as conveniencies, of life ; while others regard 
him as a creature ſuperior to the reſt of mortals, 

and endued with ſomething more than reaſon. 

One part, therefore, is ſurpriſed to ſee him wall 
abroad, and appear as well dreſſed as other 
people; and another is diſappointed, when they 
find him talk and act, and fill the offices 4 life, 
no better than r other common man. 


Non is it leſs 1 to cunts the different 


ideas they conceive of the manner, in which the 
Vor. W. E buſimeſs 


BEE b 
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buſineſs of writing is executed. The noviee in 
literature, ſmit with the love of ſacred ſong,” 
but not yet dipt in ink, ſuppoſes it all rapture 
and enthuſiaſm, and in imagination ſees the 
Author running wildly about his room, talking 
poetry to the chairs and tables: while the 


mechanic conſiders him as working at his trade, 


and thinks he can ſit down to write, whenever 
he pleaſes, as readily as the ſmith can labour at 
his forge, or a carpenter plane a board. Indeed, 
he regards the Author with ſome veneration as 
a ſcholar: but writing appears to him a mighty 
eaſy buſineſs, and he ſmiles, whenever he hears 
any body mention the labour of it; nor has he 
the leaſt conception of the mind's being fatigued 
with thinking, and the fancy harraſſed Wh . 
Wer train of ideas. 


As people. are 2 led to judge of a 
man from his ordinary converſation, ſo it is 
common for them to form an idea of the 
| Author's diſpoſition from the peculiar turn and 
colour of his writings : they expect a gloom to 
be ſpread over the face of a mathematician ; 
| a controverſial writer muſt be given to wrangling 
and diſpute z-and they imagine, that a ſatiriſt 
muſt be made up of ſpleen, envy, and ill nature. 
But this criterion is * no means certain and 
5 | | . determinate = 


determinate: I know an author of a tragedy, 
who is the merrieſt man living; and one who 
has written a very witty comedy, though he will 
fit an hour in company without ſpeaking a word. 


Lord Buckhurft is celebrated for being the beſt. 


«© good man with the worſt-natured muſe 3” 


and Addiſon was remarkably ſhy and reſerved 


in converſation. I remember, I once fell into 


company with a painter, a poet, a divine, and 


a phyſician, who were no leſs famous for their 
wit and humour, than for their excellence in 
their ſeveral profeſſions. 
general converſation, the 


the divine ſmoked his pipe quietly, without 


putting in a word; while the painter and myſelf 


formed a privy council for the good of the 
nation. Thus, were it poſible to conjure up 


the ſpirits of the moſt eminent wits in former 


ages, and put them together, they would perhaps 


appear to be very dull company. Virgil and 
Addiſon would probably fit ſtaring at each other 
without opening their mouths ; Horace and Steele 


would perhaps join in commendation. of the 
liquor ; and Swift would in all likelihood divert 


himſelf with ſucking his cheeks, drawing figures 


in the wine ſpilt upon the table, or twirling tho 
cork-ſcrew round his finger. 


E. 2 Tur 
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After ſome minutes 
phyſician and the poet 
fell into a diſpute concerning predeſtination; 
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Tus ftrange prejudices, which ſome perſons 
conceive againſt Authors, deter many a youth 
from drawing his pen in the ſervice of literature : 
or, if he ventures to commit a favourite work 
to the preſs, he ſteals. to the printer's with as 
much caution and privacy, as he would perhaps, 
on another occaſion, to a ſurgeon. He is afraid, 


that he ſhall injure his character by being known 


to have written any thing, and that the genteel 


part of his acquaintance will deſpiſe him as 
a low wretch, as ſoon as they diſcover him to 


be an Author: as if merely the appearing in 


print was a diſgrace to a gentleman, and the 
imprimatur to his works was no more than a | 


ſtamp of ſhame and ignominy. Theſe are the 
terrors, which at firſt diſturb the peace of almoſt 
every Author, and have often put me in mind 
of the exclamation of that writer, who cried out, 
« O that mine enemy had written a book !” 


 Turse fearful apprehenſions are perhaps no 
unlucky drawback on the vanity natural to all 


Authors, which undoubtedly they often conceal 
or ſuppreſs, out of deference to the world: but, 


if this falſe modeſty is too much cheriſhed, it 


muſt of courſe damp all genius, and diſcourage 
every literary undertaking. Why ſhould it be 
diſgraceful to exert the nobleſt faculties given 
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us by nature: and why ſhould any man bluſh 


at acquitting himſelf well in a work, which 


there is ſcarce one in five hundred has a capacity 


to perform ? Even ſuppoſing an Author to ſup- 


port himſelf by the profit arifing from his works, 


there is nothing more diſhoneſt, ſcandalous, or 
mean in it, than an officer in the army (the 


politeſt of all profeſſions) living on his commiſſion. . 


Senſe and genius are as proper commodities to 


traffick in, as courage; and an Author is no 
more to be condemned as an hackney ſcribbler, 
though he writes at the rate of ſo much per 


ſheet, than a Colonel ſhould be deſpiſed as a 


mercenary and a bravo, for expoſing himſelf to 
be ſlaſhed, ſtuck, and ſhot at for ſo much 
per day. The truth is, that Authors themſelves 


often create the evils they complain of, and 
bring a diſgrace on the ſervice of literature, 
by being aſhamed to wear the badge of it. 
Valtaire, in his letters on the Engliſh, relates a 


remarkable inſtance of this kind of falſe pride 


in our own Congreve. Voltaire, when he was 
in England, waited on Congreve, and told him, 


that he was glad of an opportunity of paying 


his reſpects to a writer ſo much celebrated for 


his wit and humour. Congreve received him 
| politely enough, but replied, that he ſhould. 
be glad to fee him as a common gentleman, 


7+... but 


8 
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but would not be conſidered or converſed with as 
an Author. The French writer was a good deal 
ſurpriſed at ſuch a ridiculous piece of delicacy, 
and could not help telling him, that, if he had 
been no more than a common gentleman, he 


ſhould never have had any deſire of n him. 


I nave au pleaſed hr. with refleing 
on the different opinions, which my readers muſt 
have formed of me, ſuice my firſt appearance 
as an Author. As poverty is one of the general 
| characteriſtics of our brotherhood, thoſe, who 
indulge themſelves in a contempt of writers, 
have, I doubt not often painted me to | their 
imagination in a very groteſque taſte, Their 
ideal caricatures have perhaps often repreſented 

me lodged at leaſt three ſtories from the ground, 
compoſing diſſertations - on the modern taſte in 


architecture; at another time IJ may have been 


delineated fitting in a tattered night-gown and 
the breeches of an heathen philoſopher, writing 
ſatires on the preſent modes in dreſs: and ſome- 
times perhaps they have figured me half-ſtarved 


for want of an hearty meal, penning invectives 
* r and debauchery. 


But . theſe have a me to tes 
low Suites, and «« ſeeped me in poverty to 
by ; 2 cc the 


- 
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% the very lips,” I flatter myſelf, that ſome few 
have beſtowed on me an extraordinary ſhare of 
virtue and underſtanding. After ſo many grave 
leſſons againſt the vices and luxury of the preſent 
age, they will naturally ſuppoſe, that I never 
riſked a farthing at the gaming- table, never kept 
a miſtreſs, would decline an invitation to a 
turtle - ſeaſt, and, rather than be provoked to 
fight a duel, would take a kick on the breech, ty 
or tweak by the noſe, with all the calmneſs 5 i. 
and reſignation imaginable. As to my wit and | 
humour, I ſhould bluſh to ſet down the many 
compliments I have had from ſeveral unknown 
correſpondents on that head : and I once received 1 
a note from a very honeſt gentleman, who = 
deſired to ſpend an evening with me, promiſing 
himſelf great diverſion in CT a bottle here 
" Facetious Mr. Town. 


| Dna various opinions of me as an Author ® 
I ſhall never labour to reconcile: but ſhall be 
equally contented with inſtructing or amuſing 
the gentle reader, whether he conſiders my  K 
papers as favours, ſhowered down upon him be 
from a bookſeller's garret, or iſſuing from my | 
own apartment. However this may be, I ſhall 
never think it a diſgrace to have written, or 
5 be aſhamed to be conſidered as an Author; and 


„ | 1 
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if ever Mr. Vollaire ſhould think proper to viſit | 
Englund again, I ſhall be very glad of a literary 
chat with him, and will Lace "mw" * 


1 gracious reception. RY 1 
. eh i. 144 
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1 th an Old Bachelor how things miſearry 14 
Sor 196 erage 6 n ee, 
: T 0 Mr. 1 5 0 E N. pt : 
81 R, 5 22. 1736. : 
O man is a Coby friend to innocent 
pleaſantry, or more deſirous of promoting 
it, " than myſelf, Raillery of every kind, provided : 
it be confined within due bounds, is, in my 
opinion, an excellent ingredient in converſation ; 
and I am never diſpleaſed, if I can contribute 
to the harmleſs mirth of the company, by being 
myſelf the ſubject of it: but, in good truth, 
J have neither a fortune, a conſtitution, nor 


a temper, that will enable me to chuckle and 


_ ſhake my ſides, while I ſuffer more from the 
feſtivity of my friends, than the ſpleen or malice 
of my enemies could poſſibly inflict upon me; 


nor 
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bor do I fee any reaſon, why I ſhould fo far 
"move the mirthful indignation of the ladies, as 
tobe teazed and worried to death in mere ſport, 
fo ne earthly reaſon, but that I am what the 
world ons an Old Bachelor. 


Tu female part of my acquaintance en- 
tertain an odd opinion, that a Bachelor is not 
in fat a rational creature; at leaſt, that he has 
not the ſenſe of feeling in common with the 
Teſt of mankind ; that a Bachelor may be beaten 
like a ſtock-fiſh; that you may thruſt pins into 
his legs, and wring him by the noſe ; in ſhort, 
that you cannot take too many liberties with 
a Bachelor. I am at a loſs to conceive on 
what foundation. theſe romping philoſophers have 
| grounded their hypotheſis, though at the ſame 
. I am a melancholy proof of it's exiſtence, 
25 as well as of it's abſurdity. | 
A FRIEND. of mine, whom I frequently viſit, 
has a wife and three daughters, the youngeſt of 
which has perſecuted me theſe ten years. Theſe. 
ingenious young ladies have not only found out 
the ſole end and purpoſe of my being themſelves,. 
but have likewiſe communicated their diſcovery 
to all the girls in the neighbourhood-: fo that, 
if ths happen at aN time to be apprized of 
* 5 my 
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f 
| 
| 


my coming, (which I take all poſſible care to 
prevent) they immediately diſpatch half a dozen 
cards to their faithful allies, to beg the favour 
of their company to drink coffee, and help teaze 


Mr. Ironſide. Upon theſe occaſions, my entry 
into the room is ſometimes obſtructed by a cord, 
faſtened W 1 0 bottom of the door-caſe ; 


which, as I am a little near-ſighted, I ſeldom 
diſcover, till it has brought me upon my knees 


before them. While I am employed in bruſhing 
the duſt from my black rollers, or chafing my 


broken ſhins, my wig is ſuddenly conveyed away, 
and either ſtuffed behind the looking: glaſs, or 
toſſed from one to the other ſo dexterouſly and 


with ſuch velocity, that, after many a fruitleſs 
attempt to recover it, I am obliged to ſit 
down bare-headed, to the great diverſion of the 


ſpectators. The laſt time I found myſelf in 
theſe diſtreſsful circumſtances, the eldeſt girl, 
a ſprightly miſchievous jade, ſtepped briſkly up 


to me, and promiſed to reſtore my wig, if 


I would play her a tune on a ſmall flute ſhe 


held in her hand. I inſtanly applied it to my 
lips, and blowing luſtily into it, to my incon- 
ceivable ſurpriſe, was immediately choaked and 
blinded with a cloud of foot, that iſſued from 


every hole in the inſtrument. The younger 


uy of the company declared I had not executed 


i the 
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the conditions, and refuſed to ſurrender my 
wig; but the father who has a rough kind of 
facetiouſneſs about him, inſiſted on its being 
delivered up, and proteſted that he never knew 
the Black 3 better ene in his life. 


1 AM b a quiet inoffenſive . 
and not eaſily ruffled ; yet I ſhall never ſubmit 
to theſe indignities with patience, till I am 
ſatisfied I deſerve them. Even the old maids. 
of my acquaintance, who, one would think, 
might have a fellow-feeling for a brother in 
diſtreſs, conſpire with their nieces to harraſs 
and torment me: and it is not many nights, 
ſince Miſs Dianna Grixzie utterly ſpoiled the only 
ſuperfine ſuit I have in the world, by pinning 
the ſkirts of it together with a red-hot poker. 

I own, my reſentment of this injury was ſo 

ſtrong, that I determined to puniſh it by kiſſing | 
the offender, which in cool blood I ſhould never 

have attempted. The ſatisfaction, however, 
which I obtained by this imprudent revenge, 
was much like what a man of honour feels on 
finding himſelf run through the body by the: 
ſcoundrel who had offended him. My upper 


lip was transfixed with a large corkin pin, 
which in the ſcuffle ſhe had conveyed into her 


: mouth; and I doubt not, that 1 ſhall carry the 
1 S 6 memorem 
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memorem labris notam (the mark of this _ 5 


1 from an old maid to "= grave wth me. 


nen W or 1 of the . 
kind, I encounter daily: but at theſe ſeaſons 


of the year, which give a ſanction to this kind 
of practical wit, and when every man thinks he 
has a right to entertain himſelf at his friend's 
_ expence, I live in hourly apprehenſions of more 
mortifying adventures. No miſerable dunghill 


cock, devoted a victim to the wanton cruelty 
of the mob, would be more terrified at the 
approach of a Shrove-Tueſday, were he endued 
with human reaſon and forecaft, than I am at 
the approach of a merry Chri/tmas or the Firſt 


of April, No longer ago than laſt Thurſday 
which was the latter of theſe feſtivals, I was 


peſtered with mortifying preſents from the ladies; 


obliged to pay the carriage of half a dozen 


oyſter-barrels ſtuffed with brick-bats, and ten 


packets by the poſt containing nothing but old 


news-papers. But what vexed me the moſt, 


was the being ſent fifty miles out of town, 
on that day, by a countariait expreſs from A 
dying nd . 
I coul p not ** reflefing, with. a | ſigh, 0 on 
the reſemblance between the imaginary grievance 


„ 
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of poor Tom in the tragedy of Lear, and thoſe 
which I really experienced, I, like him, was 
led through ford and whirlpool, o'er bog and 
quagmire; and though knives were not laid 
under my pillow, minced horſe-hair was ſtrewed 
upon my ſheets: like him, I was made to ride 
on an hard-trotting horſe through the moſt 
dangerous ways, and found, at the end of my 
journey, that I had only been courſing 1 0 own 
rb h | by | 
As much a ſufferer as I am by the behaviour 
of the women in general, I muſt not forget to 
remark, that the pertneſs and ſaucineſs of an old 
mad is particularly offenſive to me. I cannot 
help thinking, that the virginity of theſe ancient 
miſſes is at leaſt as ridiculous, as my own 
celibacy. If I am to be condemned for having 
never made an offer, they are as much to blame 
for having never accepted one: if I am to be 
derided for having never married, who never 
attempted. to make a conquelt ; they are more 
properly the objects of deriſion, who are ſtill 
unmarried, after having made ſo many. Num- 
berleſs are the propoſals they have rejected, 
according to their own account: and they are 
eternally boaſting of the havock they have for- 
_ made among the knights, baronets, and 
| quires, 


* 
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'ſquires, at Bath, Tunbridge, and Epſom; while 
a a tattered madrigal perhaps, a ſnip of hair, or 
the portrait of a cherry-cheeked gentleman in 
a milk-white periwig, are the only remaining 
| proofs of thoſe beauties, which are now withered 
like the ſhort-lived roſe, and have on left the 
virgin thorn remaining. | 


B a Town, I am almoſt 
afraid to truſt you with the publication of this 
epiſtle : the ladies, whom I laſt mentioned, will 
be ſo exaſperated on reading it, that I muſt 
expect no quarter at their hands for the future; 
ſince they are generally as little inclined to 
forgiveneſs in their old-age, as they were to pity 
and compaſſion in their youth. One expedient, 
however, is left me, which, if put in execution, 
will NY ſcreen me. from their reſentment. | 


. SHALL be wg ans if. by your 
means I may be permitted to inform the ladies, 
that as fuſty an animal as they think me, it is not 
impoſſible but by a little gentler treatment, than 
I have hitherto met with, I may be humanized 
into an huſband, As an inducement to them to 
relieve me from my preſent uneaſy circumſtances, 

you may aſſure them, that I am rendered fo 
N tractable by the R ſevere diſcipline 
I have 


- 
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1 have undergone, that they may mould and 
faſhion me to their minds with eaſe; and 
conſequently, that by marrying me a woman 
will fave herſelf all that trouble, which a wife 

of any ſpirit is obliged to take with an unruly 
huſband, who is abſurd enough to expect from 
her a ſtrict performance of the marriage vow, 
even in the very minute article of obedience : 
that, ſo far from contradicting a lady, I ſhall 
be mighty well ſatisfied if ſhe contents herſelf 
with contradicting me: that, if I happen at any 
time inadvertently to thwart her inclinations, 
1 ſhall think myſelf rightly ſerved, if ſhe boxes 
my ears, ſpits in my face, or treads upon my 
corns: that if I approach her lips, when ſhe is 
not in a kiſſing humour, I ſhall expect ſhe will 
bite me by the noſe ; or, if I take her by the 
hand in an improper ſeaſon, that ſhe will in- 
ſtantly begin to pinch, ſcratch, and claw, and 
apply her fingers to thoſe purpoſes, which they 
were certainly intended by nature to fulfil. Add. 
to theſe accompliſhments, ſo requiſite to make 
the married ſtate happy, that I am not much 
turned of fifty, can tie on my cravat, faſten a 
button, or mend an hole in my cin without 
* alliſtance. 


7 am, Sir, your humble Servant, 1 


CHRISTOPHER [R0N$1DE. 


* 9 
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"Nuns. . . FEE 15 T7 


83 unde queas alios, 3 . 
Errare, atque viam palantes quærere vitæ. 
| Lvexkr. 


Here each Profe on and it's tribe we view, 
Some 5 8 in the old, and "_ inventing new, 


H O 8E parents, 5 are unable to give 
their ſons an eſtate, regard the educating 
- Wie to one of the three great Profeſſions of 
Law, Phyfic, and Divinity, as putting them in. 
the high road to acquire one. Hence it happens, 
that nineteen parts out of twenty of our young 
men are brought up with a view to. Lambeth, the 
Seals, or Warwik-Lane. But alas! their hopes 
and expectations of riſing by their Profeſſions. 
are often fruſtrated; and the ſurpriſing numbers, 
engaged in running the ſame race, neceſſarily 
joſtle one another. For though the courts of 
juſtice are tolerably ſupplied with matters of 
litigation; though there are many invalids and 
valetudinarians; and though great part of England 
is laid out in church-preferments ; yet there is 
not in all the kingdom ſufficient matter for legal 
contention, to " 7 .- a tenth part of thoſe, 
) who 


a, 
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who have been trained to engroſs deeds in their 
chambers, or to harangue at the bar: the number 
of patients bears no proportion to the ſwarms of 
the Faculty, nor would it, though a conſultation 
were to fit on every ſick man, like carrion- flies 
upon a carcaſe: and the prodigious number of 
reverend Divines infinitely exceeds that of thoſe 
biſhopricks, deaneries, prebends, rectories, vicar- 
ages, &c. which, when they are ordained, they 
conceive it to be part of their holy office to fill. 
From theſe frequent failures in each of the 
Profeſſions, the younger ſons of great men often 
wiſh, that they had been permitted to diſgrace 
the family by ſome mercantile, or more plebeian 
occupation; while the ſon of the mechanic curſes 
the pride of his father, who, inſtead of ſecuring 
him a livelihood in his own buſineſs, has con- 
demned him to ſtarve in pudding-ſleeves, that 
he may do honour to * relations by being a 
gentleman, 


Tu E Three Profeſions www ik argiided 
with more candidates for buſineſs and preferment, 
than can poſſibly be employed or promoted, has 
occaſioned ſeveral irregularities in the conduct 
of the followers of each of them. The utter 

impoſſibility of ſupporting themſelves in the uſugl 
eos of practiſing Law, W or Divinity, 
N v ithout 


\ 
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without clients, patients, or pariſhioners, has 
induced the labourers in each of thoſe vocations 
to ſeek out new veins and branches. The 
young Solicitor, who finds he has nothing to 
do, now he is out of his clerkſhip, offers his 
aſſiſtance, in the tranſaction of all law affairs, 
by the public papers, and, like the advertiſing 
taylors, promiſes to work cheaper than any of 
his brethren; while the young Barriſter, after 
having exhibited his tye-wig in Wim 
Hall, during ſeveral terms, to no purpoſe, is 
obliged to forego the hope of rivalling Murray 
and Cole, and content himſelf with being the 
oracle of the courts of Carolina or Jamaica. 
The Graduate in Medicine, finding himſelf un- 
ſolicited for preſcription or advice, and likely to 
ſtarve by praiſing phyſic ſecundim artem, flies 
in the face of the College, and profeſſes to cure 
all diſeaſes by ngfrums unmentioned in the 
diſpenſatory. He commences a thriving quack, 
and ſoon makes his way through the important 
medical degrees of walking on foot, riding on 
horſeback, diſpenſing his drugs from an one- 


' horſe chaiſe, and laſtly lolling in a chariot. The 


Divine, without living, cure, or leftureſhip, may 
perhaps incur tranſportation for illegal marriages, 
ſet up a theatrical-oratorical-Billingſgate chapel 
under the ſhelter of the toleration-act and the 

| butchers 
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butchers of Clare-Market, or kindle the inward 


light in the boſoms of the Saints of Moor- * 
and the Magdalens of Broad St. Giles's, 


; Bur notwithſtanding theſe 3 ingrafted, 
as it were, into the main body of the Profeſſions, 
it is ſtill impoſſible for the vaſt multitude of 
Divines, Lawyers, and Phyſicians to maintain 
themſelves, at any rate, within the pale of their 
reſpettive employments. They have often been 
compelled, at leaſt, to call in adventitious ones, 
and have ſometimes totally abandoned their 
original undertakings. They have frequently 
made mutual tranſitions into the occupations of 
each other, or have perhaps embraced other 
employments; which, though diſtinct from all 
three, and not uſually dignified with the title 
of Profeſſions, may fairly be conſidered in that 
light; ſince they are the ſole means of ſupport 
to many thouſands, who toiled in vain for a 
ſubſiſtence in the three Capital Ones. On theſe 
Profeſſions, and their various followers, I all | 
here make ſome obſervations. 72 


THE felt of theſe. Profeſſions. is an notes 
The mart of literature is, indeed, one of the 
chief reſorts of unbeneficed Divines, and Law- 
yers and Phyſicians without practice. There are, 
FEM | | 3 
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\ 


at preſent in the world of Authors, Doctors 
of Phyſic,. who, (to uſe the phraſe of one of 


them) have no great fatigue from the buſineſs 
of their profeſſion: many Clergymen, whoſe 


ſermons are the moſt inconſiderable part of their 
compoſitions : and ſeveral Gentlemen of the 
Inns of Court, who, inftead of driving the quill 


| over ſkins of parchment, lead it through all 


the mazes of modern novels, critiques, and 


. pamphlets. Many likewiſe have embraced this 


Profeſſion, who were never bred to any other: 


and I might alſo mention the many bankrupt 


tradeſmen and broken artificers, who daily enter 
into this new way of buſineſs, if, by perſuing it 
in the ſame mechanical manner as their former 
occupations, they might not rather be regarded 
as ene a n 2 a nn 


Tu E ſecond of theſe Profeſſions is a PI ayer, 


The i ingenious gentlemen, who aſſume the per- 


ſons of the Drama, are compoſed of as great a 


variety of characters as thoſe they repreſent. 


The hiſtory of the ſtage might afford many 
inſtances of thoſe, who in the trade. of death 


might have ſlain men, have yet condeſcended 


to deal counterfeit ſlaughter from their right 
hands, and adminiſter harmleſs phials and bowls 


of poifon, We might read alſo of perſons, 


whoſe 
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whoſe fiſts were intended to beat the drum 
« eccleſiaſtic, who have, with unexpected ſpi- 
rit become theatrical voluntiers. In regard 

to the Law, many, who were originally de- 
ſigned to manifeſt their talents for elocution in 
W:ftminſter-hall, have diſplayed them in Drury 
Lane; and it may be added; on theatrical au- 
thority, * 5 


Not een een have this rage wicked, FS 
But chang d their pens for truncheons, ink for blood, 
And, ſtrange reverſe !—ay'd for their country's good. 

I VIII not fo far affront thoſe gentlemen, 
who were ever engaged in the ſtudy of the 
three honourable Profeſſions of Law, Phyſic, 
and Divinity, as to ſuppoſe that any of them 
have ever taken up the more faſhionable employ- 
ment of a Pimp: yet it is certain, that this is a very 
common and lucrative Profeſſion, and that very 
many provide themſelves with the neceſſaries of 
We, by adminiſtering to the pleaſures of others. 
A convenient couſin, ſiſter, or wife, has ſome- 
times proved the chief means of making a fortune; 
and the tongue of ſlander has often ventured to 
affirm, that the price of procuration has been 
paid with a place or a biſhoprick. 


THE 


94 The CONNOISSEUR. N. 116. 
Tu moſt advantageous and genteel of all 
Profeſſions is Gaming. Whoever will make this 
ſcience his ſtudy, will find it the readieſt way 
to riches, and moſt certain paſſport to the beſt 
company : for the polite world will always admit 
any one to their ſociety, who will condeſcend 
to win their money. The followers of this 
Profeſſion are very numerous: which is, indeed, 
no wonder, when we reflect on the numbers 
It ſupports in caſe and affluence, at no greater 
pains than packing the cards or cogging the 
dice, and no more riſk than being ſometimes 
tweaked by the noſe, or kicked out of company : - 
beſides which, this Profeſſion daily receives new 
" luſtre from the many Perſons of quality, that 
follow it, and croud into it with as much eager- 
neſs, as into the army. Among Gameſters may 
alſo be found Lawyers, who get more by being 
maſters of all the Caſes in Zoyle, than by their 
knowledge of thoſe, recorded in the report- 
books; Phyſicians, the chief object of whoſe 
attention is the circulation of the E. O. table; 
and Divines, who, we may ſuppoſe, were hinted 
at by a famous wit in a certain aſſembly, when, 
among the other benefits reſulting from a double 
tax upon dice, he thought fit to enumerate, that 


it might poſſibly prevent the Clergy from playing 
at . . 


Bur 
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Bur the more danger the more honour: and 
therefore no Profeſſion is more honourable than 
that of an Highwayman. Who the followers 
of this Profeſſion are, and with what ſucceſs 
they practiſe it, I will not pretend to relate; 
as the memoirs of ſeveral of them have been 
already penned by the Ordinary of Newgate, 
and as it is to be hoped, that the lives of all 
the preſent practitioners will be written hereafter 
by that faithful hiſtorian. I ſhall, therefore, 
only ſay, that the preſent ſpirit of diſſoluteneſs 
and free-thinking muſt unavoidably bring this 
honourable Profeſſion more and more into vogue, 
and that every Seſſions may ſoon be expected to 
afford an inſtance of a Gentleman-Highwayman. 
W 
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n perituram arcefiere ſummam 
: Lancibus oppolitis, vel matris imagine fracta. 
85 . Ju v. 
Here to he a 0 rea caſh is lent, 
On plate, or rings, or watches, cent, per cent. 
Here, from it's frame th enameld portrait drawn, 
The . brilliante are reciv'd in pawn. 


1 Have often e myſelf with confideting 
1 the mean and ridiculous ſhifts, to which the 
extravagant are ſometimes reduced. When the 
certain ſupplies of a regular income are exhauſted, 
they are obliged to caſt about for ready caſh, 
and ſet the invention to work, in order to deviſe 
means of repairing their finances. Such attempts 
to enlarge their revenue have frequently driven 
| thoſe, whoſe great ſouls would not be curbed by 
the ſtraitneſs of their circumſtances, into very 
uncommon undertakings: they have ſent lords 
to Arthur's, and ladies to aſſemblies, or ſome- 
times worſe places. We may ſafely conclude, 
that whoever breaks through all ceconomy, will 
ſoon diſcard honeſty : though perhaps it might 
be deemed Scandalum A. to aver, that 
prodigal 
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country to redeem their eſtates, and that ex- 


travagant ladies have been known to make * 
the deficiencies of their eee, by alen 


and W 110 Har 


5 Our of the firſt | Ir Chief a 2h ex- 


trayagance, both in high and low life, is the 


Pawnbroker's. I never. paſs. by one of theſe 
ſhops, without conſidering them as the repoſi- 


tories of half the jewels, plate, &c. in town. It 


is true, indeed, that the honeſt and induſtrious. 
are ſometimes forced to ſupply their neceſſities by 
this method: but if we were to inquire, to whom 


the ſeveral articles in theſe miſcellaneous. ware- 


houſes belong, we ſhould find the greateſt part of 
them to be the property of the idle and infamous 


among the vulgar, or the prodigal and luxurious, 


among the great: and if, in imitation of the 
ancients, who. placed the Temple of Honour be- 
hind the Temple of Virtue, propriety ſhould be 
attempted in the ſituation of Pawnbrokers ſhops, 


they would be placed contiguous to a gin-ſhop, 


as in the ingenious print of Hegarth, or behind 
a tavern, gaming-houſe, or bagnio. 


Gad home late laſt Saturday night, I was 


| "witneſs to a curious dialogue at the door of one 


prodigal men of quality have often ſold their 
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of theſe houſes, An honeſt - journeyman car- 


penter, whoſe- wife, it ſeems, had pawned his 
beſt cloaths, having juſt received his week's 
pay, was come to redeem them; but, it being 
| paſt twelve o'clock, the man of the houſe, who 
1 kept up the converſation by means of a little 
- grate in the door, refuſed to deliver them; 
= though the poor carpenter begged hard for his 
holiday cloaths, as the morrow was Eaſter 
. Sunday. This accident led me to reflect on 
the various perſons: in town, who carry on this 
| kind of commeree with the pawnbrokers, and 
gave occaſion ned nave. Dream. 


n n before I found — at 
the entranee of 'a blind alley, terminated by a 
little hatch ; where I ſaw a. vaſt concourſe: of 
people, of different ages, ſex, and condi- 
tion, going in and coming out. Some of 
theſe T obſerved, as they went up, very richly 
dreſt; and others were adorned with jewels and 
coſtly trinkets: but I could not help remarking, 
that at their return they were all diveſted of 
Ill their finery; and ſeveral had even their gowns 
and coats ſtript off their backs. A lady, who 
ſitrutted up in a rich brocaded ſuit, ſneaked back 
again in an ordinary ſtuff night-gown: a ſecond 
retreated with the loſs of a diamond ſolitaire and 
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pearl necklace; and u third, who had bundled 
up her whole ſtock of linnen, ſcarce eſcaped with 
what ſhe had upon her back, I obſerved ſeveral 
gentlemen, who brought their fideboards of 
plate, to be melted down, as it were, into cur- 
rent ſpecie: many had their pockets diſburthened 
of their watches; and ſome, even among the 
military gentlemen, were obliged to deliver up 
their ſwords. Others of the company marched 
up, heavy laden with pictures, houſhold goods, 
and domeſtic utenſils: one carried a ſpit; ano—-— 
ther brandiſhed a gridiron; à third flouriſhed a 
frying- pan; while a fourth brought to my re- 
membrance the old ſign of the Dog's Head in 
the Porridge- pot. I faw ſeveral trot up 8 
with their chairs, tables, and other furniture: 
but I could not help pitying one poor creature 
among the reſt, who after having ſtript his 
whole houſe, even to his feather-bed, ſtalked 
along like a Lock- Patient, wrapt up in the 
blankets, while his wife accompanied him doing | 
„ in 7 ſheets. 7 | 


Fg 


As I was uh curious to ſee the "—_ 

of the receptacle, where all theſe various ſpoils 
were depoſited, I ſtept up to the hatch; and 
meeting a grave old gentleman at the threſhold, 
Tidefired him to inform me what Place it was, 
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and what buſineſs was tranſacted there. He 


: Very courteouſſy took me by the hand, and 


leading me through a dark paſſage, brought me 
into a ſpacious hall, which he told me was the 
Temple of Uſury, and that he himſelf was the 
chief prieſt of it. One part of this building was 
hung round with all kinds of apparel, like the 


ſale - ſhops in Monmouth - Street; another was 


ſtrewed with a variety of goods, and reſembled 
the brokers ſhops in Harp Ally; and another 


part was furniſhed with ſuch an immenſe quan- 


tity of jewels and rich plate, that I ſhould rather 


have fancied myſelf in the Church of the Lady 


of Loretto. All theſe, my guide informed me, 
were the offerings of that croud, which I had 
ſeen reſorting to this Temple. The Churches 
in Roman- Catholic countries have commonly a | 
| croſs fixed upon them; the Chineſe erect dragons 
and hang bells oe! their Pagods ; and the 
Turkiſh Moſques are diſtinguiſhed by Creſcents ; 
but I could not help taking particular notice, 
that this Temple of Uſury had it's veſtibule 
adorned with three wooden balls painted blue; 
the myſtery of which, I was told, was as dark 
and unfathomable as the Pythagorean or 
the ſecret doArines of Ty RI 4 17 


Wu 
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WIE 11 had in ſome meaſure ſatisfied my 
carloltjyin taking -a general ſurvey of the 
Temple, my inſtructor led me to an interior 
corner of it, where the moſt ſplendid offerings 
were ſpread upon a large altar. This bauble, 
ſaid he, ſhewing me an elegant ſprig of dia- 
monds, is an aigret, ſent in laſt week by a lady 
of quality, who has ever ſince kept home, with 
her head muffled up in a double clout, for a 
pretended fit of the tooth- ache. She has, at 
different times, made an offering of all her 
jewels: and, beſides theſe, her whole wardrobe 
was very lately lodged here, which threw her 
into an hyſteric fever, and confined her to her 
; bed-gown for upwards of a month. Thoſe 
ear-rings and other jewels, are the paraphernalia 
of a young bride; who was ſo conſtant a votary 
to this place, that, when nothing elſe remained 

for an offering, ſhe even brought in her wedding- 
| ring. : You may be ſurpriſed, perhaps, to behold 
ſuch a variety of necklaces, girdle-buckles, ſoli- 
taires, and other female ornaments, as are here 
collected: but it is obſervable, that their devo- 
tions in the Temple of Uſury have been chiefly 
encouraged and kept alive, by their _— at 
the midnight orgies of Avarice, 


aa i Non 
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Non are the gentlemen, continued he, leſs 
encouragers of our .rites. - That gold watch 
laid ſnug, for a conſiderable time, in the ſob of 
2 young man of quality; but it was one night 
jierked out by a ſingle throw of che dice at a 

gaming - table, and made it's way into the pocket 
of a ſtranger, who placed it here to keep com- 


pany with ſeveral others, brought hither on a 


ſimilar occaſion. Thoſe brilliant buckles once 


glittered on the ſhoes of a very pretty fellow, 


| who ſet out laſt winter on his travels into foreign 
parts, but never got further than B 
that ſword, with the rich fillagree hilt ans ele- 
gantly- fancied ſword- xnot with gold taſſels, once 
angled at the fide of a ſpirited Buck; who leſt 
it here two years ago, when he went off in a 


great hurry, to take poſſeſſion of a large eſtate 


in his native country, Zreland, whence he is not 
yet returned. You may ſee many others of theſe 
inſtruments of death, which ruſt peacefully in 


| their ſcabbards, as being of no uſe whatever to 


their owners: that. which commonly hangs 
upon the vacant peg there, belongs, you muſt 


know, to a noble captain: it is called upon 


| duty once a month, and is anne e c 
ing a at St. Jamal. FOES. 3 2 


Nor 
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Nor far from theſe rich ornaments hung 
ſeveral embroidered coats, laced waiſtcoats, 
Point d Eſpagne hats, &c. This ſuit, ſaid my 
venerable inſtructor, pointing to one richly em- 
broidered, was made up for a noble lord on the 
laſt Birth-day, and conveyed hither the very 
nent morning after it had appeared at court. 
That jemmy waiſtcoat with the gold worked 
button -holes, on the next peg, was the property 
of a ſmart templar, who, having ſpent a night 
out of his chambers, ſent his waiſtcoat hither in 
the morning, as a penitential offering, by his 
landlady. As to that heap of camblet gowns, 
checked aprons, and coloured handkerchiefs, 
which you ſee ſtrung together a little further 
off, they are oblations made here by a ſect of 

maudlin votaries, who refort to this Temple, to 
pay their devotions to a Goddeſs, whom they 
have chriſtened Madam Gin, but whom they 
ſometimes honour” with the more 57 180 . L 
tion of Strip me Naked. | 5 


nr my e was chus whine the 
hiſtory of the various offerings, and the perſons 
who had made them, he was ſuddenly called 
altde to a dark clefet; ſeveral of which were 
erected near the entrance, and appeared not 
unlike the confeffionals of the Romiſh prieſts. 
e F 4 1 
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Theſe little boxes, I found, were appointed to 

receive the votaries, who came to pay their 
dievotions, and make their offerings: but the 
neceſſary rites and ceremonies were commonly 
ſolemnized with as much caution and pri- 
vacy, as the myſteries of the Bona Dea among 
the Namant. At preſent, however, there was 
a greater noife and hubbub than uſual. A per- 
ſon of the firſt rank in the kingdom, who had 


made ſome very conſiderable oblations of gold 
| and filver plate, was now about to celebrate 


"at fealt - in honour. of ' Bacchus, | in which, 2338 
theſe rich utenſils would be requiſite, he prayed 
to have the uſe of them. The chief prieſt, after 
having received the cuſtomary fee, granted a diſ- 
penſation for this purpoſe, and loaded the meſ- 
ſengers with a number of wrought ewers, vaſes, 
and chargers; at the ſame time commiſſioning 
two or three of the inferior officials of the Temple 
to attend the celebration of the feaſt, and to take 
care that the plate was duly returned, and ſafely 
5 5 e in the hes 4g 


'T HESE matters were n ad) aſted, before 
| ut unexpected incident filled the hols Temple 
with confuſion and diſturbance. A rude tribe 
of officers broke in upon us, put a ſtop to the 

A * and ſeized the chief prieſt himſelf, charging 
him 
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him with having profaned the place by a crime 
_ almoſt as infamous as ſacrilege. He was ac- 
cuſed of having encouraged robbers to ſtrip the 
citizens of their moſt valuable effects, and for 
a ſmall reward to depoſit them as- offerings. 
The clamour on this occaſton was very great; 
and at laſt one of the officers, methought, ſeized 
me, as a party concerned; when endeavouring 

to clear myſelf, and Rrvggling to HO out of his 
i 1 ae 1 2 


Num p. CXVIII. — April 29, 1756. 


Hzc Stultitia parit civitates, hac conſtant \im- 
peria, . magiſtratus, religio, conſilia, judicia, 
nec aliud omninò eſt vita humana, quam 
Stultitiæ luſus quidam. ER ASM.. 


Nonſenſe- o'er empires, and o'er fates preſides, 
Our judgment, counſels, laws, religion, an! N 
Alaris and ſciences deſpotic rule 
And Life itſelf's a Drama, play d by Fools. 


HERE is no race of people, that has 

1 been more conſpicuous, in almoſt every 
E relation of life, than the illuſtrious family of- 
NoNSENsE. . In every age the world they 
Ex ate) | F. 5 ; haxe - : 
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have made a wonderful progreſa in all the Arts 
delivered ſpeeches from the throne, harangued 
at the bar, debated in parliament, and gone 
amazing. lengths in philoſophical inquiries and 
metaphyſical diſquifitions. In a word, the 
whole hiſtory of the world, moral and political, 
is but a Gelopædia of NonskxNsR. For which 
reaſon, conſidering the dignity and importance 
of the family, and the infinite ſervice it has been 
of to me and many of my cotemporaries, I have 


reſolved to oblige the public with a kind of ab- 


alt of the Hilary of Nana. 


| Nonsznse was the daughter of IoxonANCR, 


degot on FALSEHOOD, many ages ago, in a dark 
cavuern in Bog OrIA. As ſhe grew up, ſhe inhe- 
rited all the qualities of her parents : ſhe diſco- 
vexed too warm a genius to require being ſent to 
ſchool; but while other dull brats were poring 
over an horn - book, ſhe amuſed herſelf with ſpread- 
ing fantaſtical lies, taught her by her mamma, and 
which have in later ages been familiarly known to 
us under the names of Sham, Banter, and Humbug. 
When ſhe grew up, ſhe received the addreſſes, and 
foon became the. wife of IMpunDEnce. Who 
E bs. w of. what opens. is uncertain : 
fome 


u- 118. N, CONNOISSEUR. 10 


ſome ſuy he was the fon of Icnorance by 
another venter; and was ſuffered to become the 
huſband'sf Noms MSH in thoſe dark ages of the 
world, as the Ptolenties of Egypt married their 
own ſiſters. Some record, that he was in the 
army; others, that he was an interpreter of the 
laws; and others, a divine. However this was, 
Nonwsewsz and Ixror zwe were ſoon inſe- 
parably united to each other, and became the 
Ae of a more noble and numerous family, 
than any yet preſerved on any tree of deſcent 
vrhatſoever; of which ingenious device they were 
6G 


Ir is my chief intent at * to record the 
great exploits of that branch of the family, who 
have made themfelves remarkable in England; 
though they begary to fignalize themſelves very 

early, and are ſtill very flouriſhing in moſt parts 
of the world. Many of them were Agyptian 
Priefts four thouſand years ago, and told the 


people, that it was religion to worſhip dogs, 


monkeys, and green leeks: and their de- 
ſeendants prevailed on the Greets and Romans 


to build temples in: honour of ſuppoſed: os 


who were, in their own eſtimation” of them, 
whores and whore monigers, pick - pockets and 
* Others roſe up ſome ages after in 
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Turkey, and perſuaded the people to embrace the 


doctrine of bloodſhed and of: the ſword, in the 
name of the moſt merciful Gad: and others have 
manifeſted their lineal deſcent from NonsEnse 
and IMPUDENCE,, by affirming that there is no 
God at all. There were alſo among. them 
many ſhrewd philoſophers; ſome of whom, 
though they were racked with a fit of the ſtone, 


or laid up with a gouty toe, declared that they 
felt not the leaſt degree of pain; and others 


would not truſt their on eyes, but when they 
ſaw an horſe or a dog, could not tell whether 


it was not a chair or 2 table, and eyen made a 
Lande of their own * 


We * no certain account t of the progreſs 
of NonskNsRE here, in England, till after the 
Reformation. All we hear of her and her pro- 
geny before chat period of time is, that they led 
a lazy life among the monks in cloyſters and 
covents, dreaming over old legends of ſaints, 
drawing up breviaries and maſs- books, and 
ſtringing together ſome barbarous Latin verſes 


in rhyme. In the days of Queen Elizabeth, ſo 


little encouragement was given to her family, 
. that it ſeemed to have been almoſt extin& : but 


in the ſucceeding reign, it flouriſhed again, and : 
. Wes the moſt conliderable offices 1 in the nation. 


NONSENSE 


p 
+a 
* 


Ne, 118. . CONNOISSEUR. 109. 
NonsENSE became a great favourite at court 
where ſhe was highly careſſed on account of her 
wit, which conſiſted in puns and quibbles ; and 
the bonny monarch himſelf was thought to take 
a more than ordinary delight i in her converſation, 
At this time, many of her progeny took orders, 
and got themſelves preferred to the beſt livings, 
by turning the Evangeliſts into punſters, and 
making St. Paul quibble from the pulpit, 
Among the reſt, there was a biſhop, a favourite 
ſon of NonsENsE, of whom it is particularly 
recorded, that he uſed to tickle his courtly audi- 
ence, by telling them that matrimony was be- 
come a matter of money, with many other right 
reverend jeſts recorded in Foe Miller. Several 
brothers of this family were likewiſe bred to the 
bar, and very gravely harrangued againſt old 
women ſucked by devils in the ſhape of ram-cats, 
&c. As an inſtance of the profound wiſdom and 
ſagacity of the legiſlature in thoſe days I need only 
mention that juſt and truly pious act of parliament _ 
made againſt the crying fin of witchcraft, 1 Fac. I. 
chap. 12. Such as ſhall uſe invocation or conjura- 
tion of any evil fpirit, or ſhall conſult, covenant 
with, entertain, employ, fee or reward any evil 
ſpirit to any intent, or take up any dead perſon, or 
part thereof, to be uſed in witchcraft, or have uſed 
am of the ſaid arts, whereby any perſon fall be 


killed, 
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Killed, et rien ſs bis or argon ther, 


* 5 dns ee King Charls the 
bel, NoNSENSE. and her family ſided with the 
Parliament. Theſe ſet up new ſects in religion: 
ſome of them cropt theix hair ſhort, and called 
themſelves the enlightened ;. forme fell into 
trances, and pretended to ſee holy viſions; 
while others got into tubs, and held forth, 
with many whinings, and groans, and ſnuſſling 
through the noſe. In the merry days of King 


' Charles. the ſecond, Noxsxxs x aſſumed a more 


gay and libertine. air; and. hex progeny, from 
favatics,.., became downright. infidels.. Several 
courtiers. of the family wrote lewd plays, as well 
as: luſcious, love · ſungs, and other. looſe. verſes, 
which were collected together and . greedily. 
bought up in miſcellanies. In the ſucceeding, 
reign, ſome of the kindred, who had received 
eit education at St. Omers, thought themſelves 
on the point of eſtabliſhing. NON SEM SE in. 
church and ſtate, and were preparing to make 
bonfires on the occaſion in Smithfield, when they 
Were N leave the e 5 
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Ste the Revolution, the field of Politics 
has afforded large ſcope for. NoxsENSE and her 
family to make themſelves remarkable. Hence 
aroſe the various ſects in party, diſtinguiſhed by 
the names of Whig and Tory, Miniſterial and 
emi Stnderlandians, Oxfordians, Gadolphi- 

| Bolingbrokians, Walpolians, Pelhamians,. 
&c. 8 & c. names, which have kindled as 
hot a war in pamphlets aud journals, as the 
Guelphs and Gibilines in Italy, or the Big and 
a e in the n e 


— HAVE ke. adlwnds give 2 ſhort 
e of the Hiſtory of NoxsxsE; though 
a very ſmall part of the exploits of the family 

can be included in ſo compendious a chronicle. 

Some of them were very deep ſcholars, and 

filled the Profeffors Chairs at the Univerſities, 

They compoſed many elaborate diſſertations, to 

eonvince the world, that two and two make 

four; and diſcovered, by dint of ſyllogiſm, that 
white is not black. Fheir inquiries. in Natural 

Philoſophy. were no leſs extraordinary: many 

ſpent their lives and their fortunes, in attempting 
to diſcover a-wonderful Stone, that ſhould turn 
every baſer metal into gold; and others em- 
ployed themſelves in making artificial wings, 
by che help of which they ſhould fy: up into 


Rs 
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the world of the moon. Another branch of 

the family took to the Belles Lettres, and were 

- the original founders 1 * learned n 
of Grub- e. 5 1 


ber was any æra in 5 ate of 
8 more illuſtrious than the preſent; 
nor did that noble family ever more ſignally 
diſtinguiſh itſelf in every occupation. In Ora- 
tory, who are greater proficients than . the pro- 
geny of Nonsenss? Witneſs many long and 
eloquent ſpeeches delivered in St. Stephen's 
Chapel, in Weſtminſler - Hall, at Aſſizes and 
Quarter - Seflions, at. Clare- Market,. and the 
Robin - Hood, —In Philoſophy, what marvellous 
things have not been proved by NoxskNSE? 


| "The ſometime Profeſſor of Aſtronomy at Greſham 


College ſhewed Sir aac Newton to be a. mere 
aſs, and wire-drawed the book of doſes into a 
complete ſyſtem of Natural Philoſophy : Life- 
guard-men have, with the utmoſt: certainty of 
NoNsENSE,. foretold Earthquakes; and. others 
have: penned curious Eſſays on Air-quakes, 
_  Water-quakes, and Comets.—In Politics, how 
ſucceſsfully have the ſons of Nonstnse bandied. 
about the terms of Court and Country? How: 
wiſely. have they debated. upon taxes? And 
mu _ . . — did they but 
lately 
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lately foreſee an Invaſion ?—In Religion, their 
domain is particularly extenſive : for, though 
Noms NSE is excluded, at leaſt from the firſt 
part of the ſervice, in all regular churches, yet 
- ſhe often occupies the whole ceremony at the 
Tabernacle and Foundery in Moerfields, and the 
Chapel in Long- Acre. But for the credit of fo 
- polite an age, be it known, that the children 
of NoxskNeE, who are many of them people 
of faſhion, are as often ſeen at the Play-houſe 
as at Church: and it is ſomething ſtrange, that 
the family of NonsENnsE is now divided againſt 
itſelf, and in high conteſt about the management 
of their favourite amuſ&ment—the OPERA. 


P 


"News. CXIX. Thuſiey, May 6, 1756. 


klenus rimarum n ſur, 45 et fue perfluo. . 
I. 


2 Fs ly at by "IR | if thoſe chinks you flep, 
In vain; — the Secret will run o er af top. 


HERE is no ers our confidence 


taken more kindly by a friend, than the 


intruſting him with a Secret; nor any which he 


is ſo likely to abuſe, Confidapts in general. 


L\ * 
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are like crazy fire-locks, which are no ſooner 
l and cocked, than the ſpring gives way, 
and the report immediately follows. Happy to 
have been thought worthy the confidence of one 
friend, they are impatient to. manifeſt their im- 
portance to another: till between them and 
their friend, and their friend's friend, the whole 
matter is preſently known to all our friends round 


the Wrekin. The ſecret catches as it were by 


contact, and like electrical matter breaks forth 
from every link in the chain, almoſt at the ſame 
inſtant. Thus the whole Exchange may be 
thrown into a buz to-morrow, by what was 


whiſpered in the middle of Marlborough Downs 


this morning ; and in a week's time the ſtreets 


may ring with the intrigue of a woman of 


faſhion, bellowed out from the faul mouths of 
the hawkers, though at preſent it is known to 


no creature living, | pus ber gallant and ber 
waiting-maid. | 


As the talent of Secreſy is of ſo great im- 
portance to ſociety, and the neceſſary commerce 


between individuals cannot be ſecurely carried 


on without it, that this : deplorable weakneſs 
ſhould: be ſo general is much to be lamented. 


Tou may as well pour water into a funnel, or 
on ow,” and expe& it to be retained there, as | 


commit 
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commit any of your concerns to fo ſlippery a 
companion. It is remarkable, that in thoſe men 
who have thus loſt the faculty of retention, the 
deſire of being communicative is always moſt pre- 
valent, where it is leaſt to be juſtified. ' If they 
are entruſted with a matter of no great moment, 
affairs of more conſequence will perhaps in a ſer 
hours ſhuffle it intitely out of their thoughts: 
but if any thing be delivered to them with an 
air of earneſtneſs, a low voice, and the geſture 
of a man in terror for the conſequence of it's 
being known; if the door is bolted, and every 
preeaution taken to prevent a ſurpriſe; however 
they may promiſe ſecreſy, and however they 
may intend it, the weight upon their minds will 

be ſo extremely oppreflive, that it will nee 
ou Geir tongues in motion. 


Tuts uch of dul, 15 00 amongſt 
us, is perhaps in great meaſure owing to our 
education. The firſt leſſon our little maſters 
and miſſes are taught, is to become blabs and 
tell- tales: they are bribed to divulge the petty 
intrigues of the family below ſtairs to papa and 
mamma in the parlour, and a doll or an hobby- 
| harſe is generally the encouragement of a pro- 
penſity, which could ſcarcely be atoned for by 
A whipping. As ſoon. as children ean liſp out. 


ef i "if 
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the little intelligence they have picked up in 
the hall or the kitchen, they are admired for 
their wit: if the butler has been caught kiſſing 
the houſekeeper in his pantry, or the footman 
detected in romping with the chambermaid, 
away flies little Tommy or Betſey with the news; 
"the parents are loſt in admiration of the pretty 
rogue's underſtanding, and reward ſuch uncom- 


5 by mon ar eech with a * or a 1 e e 


N OR dd + an inclination to Seartry meet 
avkth/ leſs encouragement at ſchool. The go- 


vernantes at the boarding: ſchool teach miſs to 
be a good girl, and tell them every thing ſhe 


knows; thus, if any young lady is unfortunately 
diſcovered eating a green apple in a corner, if 


ſhe is heard to pronounce a naughty word, or is 


caught picking the letters out of another miſs's 
ſampler, away runs the chit, who is ſo happy as 


to get the ſtart of the reſt, ſcreams out her in- 


formation as ſhe goes; and the prudent matron 
chucks her under the chin, and tells her that the 
is a 2 gith and "Oy OY will love her. 


Tas management of our young es is 
equally abſurd : in moſt of our ſchools, if a lad 
is diſcovered in a ſcrape, the impeachment of an 


0 0 as at the 0/4 is made the 
3 31 " on. 
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condition of a pardon. I remember a boy, en- 
ed in robbing an orchard, who was unfortu- 
nately taken priſoner in an apple-tree, and con- 
ducted, under the ſtrong guard of the farmer and 


his dairy maid, to the maſter's houſe. Upon 
his ' abſolute refuſal to diſcover his aſſociates, 
the pedagogue undertook to laſh him out of his 
fidelity, but finding it impoſſible to ſcourge the 
ſecret out of him, he at laſt gave him up for 
an obſtinate villain, and ſent him to his father, 
who told him he was ruined; and was goin 3 


to diſinherit him for not betraying his ſchool- 


fellows. I muſt own I am not fond of thus 
drubbing our youth into treachery ; and am 


much more pleaſed with the requeſt of Ulyſſes, 
when he went to Troy, who begged of thoſe 
who were to have the charge of Telemachus, that 
they would above all things, teach him to be 
Juſt, ſincere, faithful, and zo keep a Secret. 


' Every man's experience —— haye furniſhed. 
bim with inſtances of confidants who are not 
to be relied on, and friends who are not to be 
truſted ; but few perhaps have thought it a 
character ſo well worth their attention, as to 
have marked out the different degrees into 
which it may be divided, and the different 

methods by which Secrets are communicated. | 
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Nip Tavsry is a tell-tale of a very ſingular 
kind. Having ſome ſenſe of his duty, he he- 
ſitates a little at the breach of it. If he engages 
never to utter a ſyllable, he moſt punctually per- 
forms his promiſe; but then he has the knack of 
inſinuating by a nod and a ſhrug well - timed, or 
a ſeaſonable leer, as much as others can convey = 
in expreſs terms. It is difficult, in ſhort, to de- 
termine, whether he is more to be admired for his 
reſolution in not mentioning, or his ingenuity in 


duiſſcloſing a Sevret. He is alſo excellent at a 


C doubtful phraſe,” as Hamiet calls it, or an 
< ambiguous giving out; and his converſation. 
conſiſts rel ſuch broken innuendoes, as 


Weill, oy 6 I 3 7 I Pa FAG 
Or, if Th uf to Heal—or, there be, an if there . Sc. 


Here he generally ſtops; and leaves it to his 
hearers to draw proper inferenoes from theſe 
piece · meal premiſes. With due encourage- 
ment, however, he may be prevailed on to ſlip 
the padlock from his lips, and immediately 
oyerwhelms you with a torrent of ſecret hiſtory, 


whick ruſhes'forth with more violence for having 
been fo long confined. | 1 


' Poor Malta: though he never fails to 
Tony is rather to — than condemned. 5 
„ 
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Jo truſt him with a Secret, is to ſpoil his ap- 
petite, to break his reſt, and to deprive him for 

a time of every earthly enjoyment. Like a man 
who: travels with his whole fortune in his 


pocket, he is terrified if you approach him, and 


nious intent to rob him of his charge. If he 
ventures abroad, it is to walk in ſome unfre- 


quented place, where he is leaſt in danger of an 
attack, At home, he ſhuts himſelf up from his 


family, paces to and fro in his chamber, and 


has no relief but from muttering over to himſelf, 


what he longs to publiſh to the world ; and 
would gladly fubmit to the office of town-cryer, 


for the liberty of proclaiming it in the market- 


then, and reſolved to bear it no longer, he con- 
ſigns it to the euſtody of the firſt friend he meets, 
and returns to his wife with a chearful aſpect, 
2 een altered for tlie better. 


9 is perhaps equally inn 


though uot equally excuſable. Intruſt him with 


an affair of the utmoſt importance, on the con- 


cealment of which your fortune and happineſs 
depend: he bears you with a kind of half- 


attention, whiſtles a favourite air, and ac- 
nnn it with the 3 of his fingers 


upon 


| 
| 
. 
[ 
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upon the table. As ſoon as your narration i; 


ended, or perhaps in the middle of it, he aſks 


your opinion of his ſword-knot, damns his taylor 


for having dreſſed him in a ſnuff· coloured coat, 
inſtead of a panpadbur, and leaves you in haſte 
to attend an auction; where, as if he meant to 
diſpoſe of his intelligence to the beſt bidder, 
he divulges it, with a voice as loud as the 
auctioneer's: and when you tax him with having 


played you falſe, he is heartily ſorry for it, but 


never knew that it was to be a Secret... 2 


"To. theſe I 3 add. the. Sa of. the 


55 open and. unreſerved, who thinks it a breach of 


to. conceal any thing from his inti- 


b mates and the impertinent, who having by 
dint of obſervation made himſelf maſter of your 
Secret, imagines he may lawfully publiſh the 
knowledge it coſt him ſo much labour to 


obtain, and conſiders that privilege, as the re- 


ward due to his induſtry. But I ſhall leave 
theſe, with many other characters, which my 


reader's on experience may ſuggeſt. to him, 


and conclude with preſcribing, as à ſhort re- 
medy for this evil, —That no man may betray 
the council of his friend, let ry man mapa 
** . | | 
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Judicium ſubtile videndis artibus. — on. 


A ſubtle fe ancy, and a judgment chaſte, 
From the nice mixture of a genuine Taſte, 


AS T E is at preſent the darling idol of 

the polite world, and the world of letters; 
and, indeed, ſeems to be conſidered as the quint- 

_ eſſence of almoſt all the arts and ſciences. "Ihe 
fine ladies and gentlemen dreſs with Laſte; the 
architects, whether Gothic or Chineſe, build with 
Taſte; the painters paint with Taſte; the poets 
write with Taſte ; critics read with Taſte ; and, 
in ſhort, fidlers, players, ſingers, dancers, and 

mechanics themſelves, are all the ſons and 
daughters of Taſte. Vet in this amazing ſuper- 
abundancy of "Taſte, few can ſay what it really 
is, or what the word itſelf ſignifies. . Should I 
attempt to define it in the ſtile of a Connoiſſeur, 
I muſt run over the names of all the famous 

poets, . painters, and ſculptors, - ancient” and 

modern; and after having pompouſiy harangued 
on the excellenci ies of Apelles, Phidias, Praxaeles, 
Angelo, Rubens, Puuſi u, and Daminichina, with a 
Vo. . G word 
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word or two on all tHe¹ compoſitions, ſuch as 
thoſe of Homer, Virgil, Taſſo, Dante, and Arigſto, 
I ſhould leave the reader in wonder of my pro- 
found erudition, and as little informed as before. 
But as deep learning, though more flaming and 
pompous, is perhaps not always ſo uſeful as 
common ſenſe, I ſhall endeavour to get at the 
true meaning of the word Taſte, by conlidering 
what it uſually imports in Familiar writings and 
ordinary COVERT, 


reaſoners, that words are intended as ſigns of 
our ideas: but daily experience will convince 
us, that words are often uſed to expreſs no ideas 
at all. Thus many perſons, who talk perpe- 
tually of Taſte, throw it out as a mere ex- 
pletive, without any meaning annexed to it, 
Burdulph, when demanded the meaning of the 
word accommodated, wiſely explains it by ſaying 
that ** accommodated, fir, is—a—a—a—accomm- 
« dated, fir, is as if one ſhould fay—a—accom- 
 «& modated:” and if, in like manner, you aſk 
one of theſe people What is Tafte ? they will 
tell you that Taſte is a kind of a fort of a— 
4 — a —; in ſhort, Taſte is Taſte.” Theſe 
talkers muſt be conſidered as abſolute blanks in 
1 eee ſince it is im poſſible to learn the 
15 explanation 


IT is 1 800 by Lock, and other cloſe 
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explanation of a term from them, as they aflix 
no determinate meaning to any expreſſion. 


Amonc men of ſenſe, whoſe words carry 
meaning in their ſound, Taſte is commonly uſed 


In one of theſe two ſignifications. Firſt, when 


they give any perſon the appellation of a Man 
of Taſte, they would intimate that he has a turn 
for the polite arts, as well as the leſſer elegancies 


of life; and that from his natural bent to thoſe | 
ſtudies, and his acquired knowledge in them, he 
is capable of diſtinguiſhing what is good or bad 


in any thing of that kind ſubmitted to his judge- 
ment. The meaning at other times implied by 
a Man of Taſte is, that he is not only fo far an 
adept in thoſe matters as to be able to judge of 


them accurately, but is alſo poſſeſſed of the fa- 


culty of executing them gracefully. Theſe two 
ſignifications will perhaps be more ' eaſily con- 


ceived, and clearly illuſtrated, when applied to 


our Senſual Taſte. The Man of Taſte, ac- 
cording to the firſt, may be conſidered as a Bon 
Vivant, who is fond of the diſhes before him, 


and diſtinguiſhes nicely what is ſavoury and de- 
licious, or flat and inſipid, in the ingredients of 
each: according to the ſecond, he may be re- 
garded as the Cook, who from knowing what 
chings will mix well together, and Ainguieie 
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by a nice Taſte when he has arrived at that 


happy mixture, is able to compoſe ſuch ex- 
. diſhes. 


5 B oTH theſe Fovifications of the mm will 
be found agreeable to the. following definition 
of it, which I have ſomewhere ſeen, and is the 
only juſt deſcription of the term, that I ever re- 
member to have met with: ** Taſte conſiſts in 
« a nice harmony. between the Fancy and the 
ce Judgment. The moſt chaſtiſed Judgment, 
without Genius, can never conſtitute a Man of 
Taſte; and the moſt luxuriant Imagination, un- 
regulated by Judgment, will only carry us into 
wild and extravagant deviations from it. To 
mix oil, vinegar, butter, milk, eggs, &c. inco- 
| herently together, would make an Olio not to 
be reliſhed by any palate ; and the man who 
has no gout for delicacies himſelf, will never 
compoſe a good diſh, though he ſhould ever fo 
ſtrictly adhere to the rules of La Chapelle, 
1 Glaſſe, and Martha Bradley. I confine 
myſelf at preſent chiefly to that ſignification of 
the word, which implies the capacity of exerting 
our own faculties. in the ſeveral branches of 


7 becauſe that always includes the other. 


ag Habe 
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p ' Havino thus ſettled what Taſte is, it may 


not be unentertaining to examine modern Taſte 
by theſe rules : and perhaps it will appear, that, 
on the one hand, it's moſt pleaſing flights and 
raviſhing elegancies are extravagant and abſurd ; 
and that, on the other hand, thoſe who affect a 
correct Taſte in all their undertakings, proceed 


mechanically, without genius. The firſt ſpecies 
of Taſte, which gives a looſe to the imagination, 


indulges itſelf in caprice, and is / perpetually 
ſtriking new ſtrokes, is the chief regulator of 


the faſhion. In dreſs, it has put hunting-poles - 


into the hands of our gentlemen, and erected 
coaches and windmills on the heads of our 
ladies. In equipage, it has built chariots of 
papier mache, and, by putting ſpotted Daniſh 
horſes into the harneſs, has made our beaux 
look like Bacchus in his car drawn by leopards, 
The ornaments, both. on the outſide and inſide 


of our houſes, are all Gothic or Chineſe 3 - and 
whoever makes a pagod of his parlour; throws 
a plank or two with an is: gular croſs- barred 


paling over a dirty ditch, or places battlements 


on a root-houſe or- a ſtable, fits up bis houſe and 


_ entirely in u Taſte, 


"Tur ed fort * Mon: of Taſte are to be 
found chiefly among the Literatt | ; and are thoſe, 
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who, deſpiſing the modern whims to which 
faſhion has given the name of Taſte, pretend 
to follow, with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs, 
the chaſte models of the ancients. Theſe are 
the Poets, who favour us with correct, epithe- 
tical, and ta/teful compoſitions; whoſe works 
are without blemiſh, and conformable to the 
preciſe rules of Quintilian, Horace, and Ariſtotle * 
and as they are intended merely for the peruſal 
ef perſons of the moſt refined Taſte, it is no 
| wonder that they are above the level of common 
underſtandings. Theſe too are the Critics, who, 


in their comments upon authors, embarraſs us 


with repeated alluſions to the ſtudy of Virtu : 
and theſe too are the Connoiſſaurs in Architecture, 
who build ruins after Vitruvius, and neceſlaries 
according to Palladio. One gentleman of this 
caſt has built his villa upon a bleak hill, with 


four ſpacious porticos, open on each fide to 


court the four winds ; becauſe, in the ſultry 
regions of Hab, this model has been thought 
moſt convenient: and another has, in great 
meaſure, ſhut out the light from his apartments, 
and cut off all proſpect from his windows, by 
erecting an high wall before his houſe, which in 


Haly has been . neceſſary, to ſcreen them 
from the ſun. 


ARCHITECTURE | 


Ne. 120. te CONNOISSEUR, 127 

ARCHITECTURE ſeems indeed to be the main 
article, in which the efforts of Taſte are now 
diſplayed. Among thoſe who are fond of ex- 
erting their fancies in capricious innovations, I 
might inſtance the many pretty whims, of which 
an infinite variety may be feen within ten miles 
of London. But as a proof of the noble and 
judicious Taſte among us, 1 ſhall beg leave 
to deſcribe, in the ſtile of a Connoiſſeur, a moſt 
amazing curioſity, erected | in a very polite 
Oe of this town. 


ti In the midſt of a noble and ſpacious area 
ſtands a grand Obeliſk. The Baſe forms 3 
perfect ſquare with right angles; the Body of 
it is cylindrical; but the Capital is an Heptagon, 
and has ſeveral curious lines and figures de- 
ſcribed on each of it's ſeven planes or ſuperfices, 
which ſerve to terminate as many moſt magni- 
ficent and ſtriking Viſtas, This ſuperb Column, 
no. leſs remarkable than the famous Pillar of 
Trajan, ſeems (from the ſeveral Gnomons and 
other Hieroglyphics ſtuck about it) to have been 
originally dedicated to the ſun; but is now 
known among the yulgar by the more common 
name of The Seven Dial. 
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On ——— - Placetih impares 
"OM ormas atque animos ſub juga ahenea 
SævMo mittere eum Joco. YT Hon. 


- 


Os Officie Couplers wanting engage 

Virtue with vice, briſk youth with frozen age: : 

' Behold them groan beneath the i iron yoke, _ 
Hail the dear miſchief, and enjoy the jolt. 


oH I ſhall not as s yet vouchſafe to 

let the reader ſo far into my ſecrets, as 
to . him whether I am married or ſingle, 
it may not be amiſs to acquaint him, that, 
| ſuppoſing I till remain a bachelor, it has not 
been the fault of my friends or relations. On 
the contrary, as ſoon as I was what they call 
ſettled in the world, they were ſo affiduous in 
looking out a wife for me, that nothing was 
© required on my part, but immediately to fall in 
love with the lady they had pitched upon: and 
could I have complied with their ſeveral choices, 
I ſhould have been married at the ſame time 
to a tall and a ſhort, a plump and a ſlender, 
a young and an old woman ; one with a great 
deal of money, and another with none at all: 
9 5 : 8 each 
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each of whom was ſeparately recommended by 
them, as the e in the world 
. Toy” „ 


I x Now not how it n but it is 


notorious, that moſt people take a pleaſure in 
making matches; either thinking matrimony a 


ſtate of bliſs, into which they would charitably 


call all their friends and acquaintance ;. or per- 


| haps ſtruggling in the toils, they are deſirous of 
drawing others into the net, that enſnared them. 
Many matches have been brought about between 
two perſons, abſolute ſtrangers to each other, 


through this kind mediation of friends, who are 


always ready to. take upon them the office 


of an honourable go-between- Some have come 
together, merely from having been talked of by 
their acquaintance, as likely to make a match; 
and I have known a couple, who have met by 
accident at an horſe-race, or danced together 
at an aſſembly, that in leſs than a fortnight 
have been driven into matrimony in their own 
defence, by having been firſt paired in pri- 


vate converſations, and afterwards in the com- 


mon news- 5 8 | 


As we cannot inſure Havplneh to our friends, 


A the ſame time that we help them to huſbands 
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or wives, one would imagine, that few would 
care to run the hazard of beſtowing miſery, 
where they meant a kindneſs. I know a good- 
natured lady, who has officiouſly brought upon 
herſelf the ill - will and the curſes of many of her 
deareſt and moſt intimate friends on this very 
account. She has a ſiſter, for whom ſhe provided 
2 moſt excellent huſband, who has ſhewn his 
affection for her, by ſpending her whole fortune 
upon his miſtreſſes: another near relation having, 
by her means, ſnapped up a rich widow, the bride- 
groom was arreſted for her debts within a week 
after marriage: and it coſt her a whole twelve- 
month to bring two doating lovers of her acquaint- 


ance together, who parted beds, before the honey- 
moon was ex . 


bor H cur friends will thus condeſcend to 
be Match-makers from a ſpirit of benevolence, 
and for our own advantage only ; there are 
others, who have taken up the profeſſion from 


* Jeſs diſintereſted motives; who bring beauty 


and fortune to market, and traffick in all the 
accompliſhments, that can make the marriage 
| Rate happy. Theſe traders diſpoſe of all forts of 
rich heirs and heireſſes, baronets, lords, ladies 
of faſhion, and daughters of country *ſquires, 
with as much coolneſs, as drovers ſell bullocks. 
ITbey 
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They keep complete regiſters of the condition ] 4 ; 


and qualifications of all the marriageable perſons 9 
within the kingdom; and it is as common to N. 
apply to them for an huſband or wife, as to 5 

the regiſter- offices for a man or maid ſervant, 0 
They may, indeed, be conſidered as fathers and 7 
guardians to the greateſt part of our youth of 17 
both ſexes, ſince in marriage they may be moſt 1 
properly ſaid to give them away. 3 
Ix is ſomething comical to conſider the 5 
various perſons, to whom men of this profeſſion 1 

are uſeful. We may naturally ſuppoſe, that a 70 
young fellow, who has no eſtate, but what, WM 

= like Tiſel's in the Drummer, is merely perſonal, ' WM 
= would be glad to come down handſomely, after be: 
E conſummation with a woman of fortune; and YE) 
a ſmart girl, who has more charms than wealth, BY 
would give round poundage on being taken SY 
for better for worſe by a rich heir. Many KO 

a a tradeſman alſo wants a wife to manage his- 7 
family, while he looks after the ſhop; and 17 
thinks it better to recommend himſelf by this 1 
convenient friend, than by means of the Daily {3 
Advertiſer. There are alſo ſeveral young people, iq 
who are indifferent as to any perſon in particular, 2 
and have no paſſion for the ſtate itſelf, yet want 8 
to be married A becauſe it will deliver them from 9 
G 6 the 4 

1 

5 
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the reſtraint of parents, But the moſt unnatural, 
though very common applications of this fort, 
are from the rich and the noble; who, having 
immenſe eftates to beſtow on their children, will 
make uſe of the meaneſt inſtruments, to couple 
them to others of the tune + tes pk obs prog 


I hve knowh' many don accidents happen 
from the miſtakes of theſe mercenary Match- 
makers, and remember one in particular, which 
I ſhall here ſet down for the entertainment of 
my readers. A careful old gentleman came up 
from the North on purpoſe to marry his ſon, 
and was recommended by one of theſe Couplers 
to a twenty thouſand pounder. He accordingly 
put on his beſt wig, beſt . beaver, and gold- 
buttoned coat, and went to pay his reſpects 
to the lady's mamma. He told her, that he had 
not the pleaſure of being known to her; but 
as his ſon's quiet depended on it, he had taken 
the liberty of waiting on her : in ſhort, he im- 
mediately broke the matter to her, and informed 
| Her, that his boy had ſeen her daughter at 
church, and was violently in love with her ; ; 
concluding,” that he would do very handfomely 
for the lad, and would make it worth her while 


* to have him. The old lady thanked him for 


tbe honour he intended her family; but ſhe 
ſuppoſed, 
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ſuppoſed, to be ſure, as he appeared to be a 
prudent and ſenſible gentleman, he would expect 
a fortune anſwerable. Say nothing of that, 
« madam, fay nothing of that,” interrupted the 
Don: „I have heard — but if it was leſs, it 
« ſhould not break any ſquares between us.“ — 

40 Pray, fir, how much does the World ſay!“ 


replied the lady. — Why, madam, I ſuppoſe 
« ſhe has not leſs than twenty thouſand pounds,” 
* Net ſo much, fir.” ſaid the old lady, very 
gravely, — “ Well, madam, I ſuppoſe then it 


« may be nineteen, or — or —only — 7 
“e thouſand pounds.“ Net fo much, fir,” — 
« Well, well, perhaps not : but—if it was only 


c ſeventeen thouſand.” — 4 No, fir.” . Or 


« ſixteen,” . No.” —< Or (we muſt make 
ec allowances) perhaps but fifteen thouſand,” — 
“ Not ſo much, fir.” Here enſued a profound 
ſilence for near a minute; when the old gentle- 
man, rubbing his forehead, Well, madam, 


« we muſt come to ſome concluſion. Pray, 


« is it leſs than fourteen thouſand? How much 
«, more is it than twelve thouſand ?? — “ Leſs, 
&« fir, e Leſs, madam ?”—*« Leſs.”—But is 
& it more than ten thouſand ? — “ Net /o much, 
« fir, — © Not ſo much, madam ?” — 4 Net 
e fo much,” — © Why, if it is lodaed in the 


5 funds, conſider madam, intereſt is low, very 
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124 The CONNOISSEUR. Ns, 122. 
& low: but as the boy loves her, trifles ſhall not 


« part us. Has ſhe got eight thouſand pounds ?” 
—* Net fo much, fir. Why then, madam, 


&« perhaps the young lady's fortune may not 
c be above fix—or five thouſand pounds,” — We 
« NoTHING LIKE IT, $1R.” — At theſe words N 
3 the old gentleman ſtarted from his chair, and 
3 running out of the room Your ſervant, your 
<« ſervant: my ſon is a fool; and the fellow, Z 
« who recommended me to you,. is a blockhead, 3 
6 and: knows nothin "g of buſineſs.” E 
Non. 881. Thain, ZE 27, FI E 
— Monſtrum nulla virtute redemptum 
A vitiis. — —— —— Toy. 
Without one ſneaking v1 virtue in SPY train, 
1 ue Villain ! wer th rogue in grain / 
| MznTioneD in a farmer. paper, that a 
1 friend of mine was writing 4 New Treatiſe 
on Ethics, or, A Syſtem of Immoral Philoſophy, 
compiled from the principles and practice of the 
_ preſent age; in which the extraordinary modeſty 
of the Moderns would be enlarged on, which 
has induced them to comprehend. all the vices, 
| inſtead of *. in their idea of a Fine 
Gentleman. 


0 
- 
A a 4 
$ 
xy 
_ 
* 
"A 
__ 
3 
> 
* 
$5 
8 
« 
2 4 
— 
"Saud 
8 
= 
40 
——" 
33 
1 
. 
LY 
1 
- 
"_ 
N 5 
= 
_ 
1 
= 
be: 
be 
3 4 
5 
Ko 
: 
© 


Ne. 122. Th: CONNOISSEUR. 135 
Gentleman. The work is now finiſhed ; and 
the author has ſent me the following letter 


concerning the Dedication, with leave to ſubmit 


it to the — e. 


Dean Town, 


HE flatneſs and fulſome inſipidity of 
Dedications has often been the ſubject 
1 our converſation; and we have always 


agreed, that Authors have miſcarried in theſe 


pieces. of flattery, by injudiciouſly affronting, 
when they meant to compliment, their patrons. 


The humble Dedicator loads his Great Man 


with virtues totally foreign to his nature and 
diſpoſition, which fit as aukwardly upon him, 
as lace or embroidery on a chimney-ſweeper ; 
and fo overwhelms him with the huge maſs of 
learning with which he graciouſly dubs him a 
ſcholar, that he makes as ridiculous a figure, as 
the Aſs in the Dunciad. After having thus 
bepraiſed his patron, till the new Macenas is 
heartily aſhamed of himſelf, he wonders, that 
no notice is taken of ſo pompous an eulogium, 
and that a Dedication ſhould be as mere a drug 
as a men 


| Lorry, in the Relapſe, adviſes Faſhion to get 
into the good graces of Lord Foppington, by 
falling 
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falling in love with his coat, being in raptures 

with his peruke, ſeeming raviſhed with the 
genteel dangle of bis ſword-knot ; and, in ſhort, 
to recommend himſelf to his noble elder brother, 
by affecting to be captivated with his favourites, 
In like manner, the Author, who would make 
his Dedication really valuable, ſhould not talk 
to his patron of his honour, and virtue, and 
integrity, and a pack of unfaſhionable qualities, 
which only ſerve to diſgrace a Fine Gentleman; 
but boldly paint him what he really is, and at 
the ſame time convince him of his merit in 
being a fool, and his glory in being a ſcoundre!. 
This mode of Dedication, though proper at all 
times, will appear with. a particular good grace 
before 4 Sy/tem of Immoral Philoſophy, : wherefore, 
as my book is now finiſhed, I have here ſent you 
a rough draught of the Epiſtle Dedicatory, and 
ſhall be glad to hear your opinion of it. 


| May it pleaſe your Grace! or, My Lord! or, Sr / 
You are in every point ſo complete a Fine 
Gentleman, that the following Treatiſe is but a 
Faint tranſcript of your accompliſhments. There 
is not one qualification, requiſite in the charac- 
ter of a man of ſpirit, which you do not poſſeſs. 
ive me leave therefore, on the preſent. occaſion, 
to point forth your ineſtimable qualities to the 
world, 


ded ot tlie 
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vworld, and hold up to the Ki view ſo de 
: an example. | 


' You Angel yourſelf ſo early in life, and 
1 yourſelf ſo far above the common pitch of 
vulgar Bucke, that you was diſtinguiſhed, before 

the age of twenty, with the noble appellation 

of STAG : and when I conſider the many gallant 

exploits you have performed, the number of 
naſcally poltrons you have ſent out of the world, 
© the number of pretty little foundlings you have 
brought into it, how many girls you have 
debauched, how many women of quality you 
have intrigued with, and how many hogſheads 
of French wine have run through your body, 
I cannot help PRI Ta you a8 a W o& 
the firſt head. 


Wu Ar great reaſon have you to value your- 
ſelf on your noble atchievements at Artbur' s! 
The ſums you formerly loſt, and thoſe you 
have lately won, are amazing inſtances of your 
ſpirit and addreſs; firſt, in venturing fo deeply, 
before you was let into the ſecret; and then, 
in managing it with ſo much adroitneſs and 
dexterity, ſince you have been acquainted with it. 
Nobody cogs the dice, or packs the cards, half 
ſo N : you hedge a bet with uncommon 
nicety, 


r 
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nicety, and are a moſt {ncompaabl y ſhrewd 
judge of the odds. 


Nor have your exploits on the Turf rendered 
you leſs famous. Let the annals of Pond and 
Heber deliver down to poſterity the glorious 
account of what plates you have won, what 
matches you made, and how often the Knowing 
Ones have been taken in; when, for private 
reaſons you have ſound it neceſſary, that your 
horſe ſhould run on the wrong fide of the poſt, 
or be diſtanced after winning the firſt heat, 
I need not mention your own {kill in Horſe- 
manſhip, and in how many matches you have 
cCondeſcended to ride yourſelf; for in this par- 

ticular, it muſt be acknowledged, you cannot be 
outdone, even by your groom or jockey. 


Ax the world will witneſs the many inſtances 
of your Courage, which has been often tried. and 
_ exerted in Fyde-Park, and behind Montagus- 
Houſe : nay, you have ſometimes been known 
to draw your ſword moſt heroically at the 
opera, the play, and even at private routes and 
_ aſſemblies. How often have you put to fight 
2 whole army of watchmen, conſtables, and 
deadles, w with the juſtices at their head! Vou 
have cleared a whole bu baut before 354 
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and taken many a tavern by ſtorm: you have 
pinned a waiter to the ground; and have, 
beſides, proved yourſelf an excellent markſman, 
by ſhooting a poſt-boy flying. With ſo much 
valour and firmneſs, it is not to be doubted, but 
that you would behave with the ſame intrepidity, 
it occaſion called, upon Houn/low-Heath, or in 
Maidenhead-Thicket and, if it were neceſſary, 
you would as boldly reſign yourſelf up to the 
hands of Tack Ketch, and ſwing as genteelly, 
as Maclean or Gentleman Harry, The ſame 
noble ſpirit would likewiſe enable you to aim 
the piſtol at your own head, and go out of the 
world like a man of honour and a gentleman. 


Bur your Courage has not rendered you 
inſuſceptible of the ſofter paſſions, to which your 
heart has been ever inclined. To ſay nothing 
of your gallantries with women of faſhion, your 

intrigues with milliners and mantua-makers, or 
your ſeducing raw country girls and innocent 
tradeſmens daughters, you have formerly been 
ſo conſtant in your devoirs to Mrs. Douglaſs, 
and the whole ſiſterhood, that you ſacrificed your 
health and conſtitution in their ſervice. But 
above all, witneſs that ſweet delicate creature, 
whom you have now in keeping, and for whom 
you entertain ſuch a ſtrong and faithful paſſion, 


* 


— — . — — ——n — — 
* "4 WE * "© ks Es att * N * 7 . EY ny 3 . £ 
1 — o * . 2 2 * * 4 5 as 
My * * N - Wy FI . * 1 bed 
„ | 4 h ” 


1 ; 


145 The CONNOISSEUR. N. 123. 


that, for her ſake, you have tenderly and affec- 


Ny deſerted your wife and family. 


' Trove H, from. your elegant taſte for 


e you appear made for the gay world; 


yet theſe polite amuſements have not called off 
your attention from the more ſerious ſtudies of 


Politics and Religion. In Politics you have made 


ſuch a wonderful proficiency, both in theory and 
practice, that you have diſcovered the good of 
your country to be a mere joke, and confirmed 


your own intereſt, as well as eſtabliſhed your 


confequence, | in the proper place, by ſecuring 
half a dozen boroughs. As to Religion, you 
ſoon unravelled every myſtery of that ; and not 
only know the Bible to be as romantic as the 
Alcoran, but have alſo written ſeveral volumes, 
to make your diſcoveries plain to meaner capa- 


cities. The ridiculous prejudices of a fooliſh 


world unhappily prevent your publiſhing them 
at preſent : but you have wiſely provided, that 


they ſhall one day ſee the light ; when, I doubt 
not, they will be deemed invaluable, and be as 


univerſally admired, as the poſthumous works 
of Lord Bolingbroke. e he 
1 | Jam, N 


y! it pleaſe your Grace! or, My Lord! or, Sir! 
5 in humble admiration of your excellencies, 
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Nous. — Thurſday, 2 77 756. 


Quo batte 7 natus, I num ignota matre inhoneftus > 

Ho. 
Say, who can claim the Foundling for their Son 8 
My Lord and Molly? or, Her Grace and John. 


J ³ Tg nts ME IEEE Ne 
WE _ 7 N * * > *%% 3 PEEK 2 2 : 338.25 LY n 8 4 


\HE notices in the public papers, that the 
Foundling Hoſpital will be open for the 
reception of infants in general under a certain 
age, have, I find, given univerſal ſatisfaction. 
The conſequences of a big belly do not appear ſo 


dreadful as heretofore ; and it was but yeſterday, 


that a young fellow of intrigue told me, he was 
happy that his children would no longer be 
thrown out of 'the Hoſpital, as he himſelf had 


been out of Arthur's, by black balls. For my 
part, though I have no lady in keeping, no 


child by my houſe-keeper, nor any other affair 
of gallantry on my hands, which makes me 
wiſh to ſwell the number of infants maintained 
by that charity, I muſt own myſelf to be 
exceedingly rejoiced at the extenſion of ſo bene- 
volent a deſign. I look upon it as the certain 
preſervation of many hundreds in embryo : nor 
mall we now hear of ſo many helpleſs ke 
IIs 


deaths and other miſeries, which they do not 


1 
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birth-ſtrangled in a neceſſary, or ſmothered by 
the „ ditch-delivered drab.” As a baſtard i; 
accounted in law, quaſi nullius filius, the chill 
of nobody, and related to nobody, and yet i 
bleſſed with as fair proportions, and capable of 
an equal degree of perfection with “ honeſt 
< madam's iſſue, it is ſurely an act of great 
humanity thus to reſcue them from untimely 


merit, whatever may be the guilt of their 
5 parents. | 


Trove it is obvious, that this Hoſpital 
will be made the receptacle of many legitimate 
children; it is no leſs certain, that the rich, as 
well as the poor, will often ſend their baſe- born 
bantlings to this general nurſery, The wealthy 
man of quality, or ſubſtantial citz may have 
their private family-reaſons for not owning the 
fruits of their ſecret amours, and be glad to put 
the little living witneſs of their intrigues out 
of the way. For this reaſon, an hiſtory of the 
Foundlings received there would be very curious 
and entertaining, as it would contain many 
anecdotes, not to be learned from any Pariſh- 
Regiſter. The refletions that paſſed in my 
mind on this ſubject, gave occaſion the other 
evening to the following Dream, 

METHOUGHT 
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= MeTHoucHr, as I was ſtanding at the 
private door of the Hoſpital, where a croud of 
W females (each of them with a child in her arms) 
I were preſſing to get in, an elderly gentleman, 
whom from his white ſtaff I took to be a 
Z governor of the ch arity, very courteouſly invited 
me to come in. I accepted his offer; and having 
ſeated myſelf near him, Mr. Town, ſays he, 
] am conſcious, that you look upon moſt of 
„ theſe little infants as the offsprings of ſo 
* many unmarried fathers and maiden mothers, 
cc which have been clandeſtinely ſmuggled into 
ce the world. Know then, that I am one of 
te thoſe guardian Genii, appointed to ſuper- 
« intend the fortunes of. Baſtards : therefore, 
as this Hoſpital is more immediately under 
% my tuition, I have put on this diſguiſe ; and, 
<« if you pleaſe, will let you into the ſecret 
er hiſtory of thoſe babes who are my wards, 
« and their parents.” | f 


ee 
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E IT assURED him, his intelligence would be 
highly agreeable ; and feveral now coming up 
do offer their children, he reſumed his diſcourſe, 
„ Obſerve, ſaid he, that jolly little rogue, with 
&« plump cheeks, a florid complexion, blue eyes, 
„ and ſandy locks. We have here already 
« * ſeveral of his . by the mother's ſide; 


60 ſome 


= 


* 
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ſome fair, ſome brown, and ſome black: and 
yet they are all ſuppoſed to have come by 


the ſame father. The mother has for many 


years been houſekeeper to a gentleman, who 
cannot ſee, that her children bear the marks 
of his own ſervants, and that this very brat i is 
the exact reſemblance of His coachman. 


e « Tur puling whining infant theks, with 
a pale face, emaciated body, and diſtorted 
limbs, is the forced product of viper-broth 
and cantharides. It is the offspring of a 
worn-out buck of quality, who, at the ſame 


time he debauched the mother, ruined her 


conſtitution by a filthy diſeaſe; in conſequence 
of which, ſhe, with much difficulty, brought 
forth this Juſt "_—_ of himſelf in miniature. 


« Taz next t that allies. 3 is the iTue of 2 


careful cit z who, as he keeps an horſe for 
his own riding on Sundays, which he lets out 
all the reſt of the week, keep alſo a miſtreſs 
for his recreation on the ſeventh day, who 


lets herſelf out on the other ſix, That other 
+ babe owes his birth likewiſe to the city; 


but is the joint product, as we may ſay, of 


% two fathers ;, who being great ceconomiſts in 
7 . pleaſures as well as in their buſineſs, 


& have 
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<c have ſet up a whore and an one · horſe ond 6 
in r ee — . 55 ds 

cc „P pert youhg wagen ne, who-ſo 
« boldly preſſes forward with her brat, is not 
« 'the mother of it, but is maid to a ſingle 
lady of the ſtricteſt honour and unblemiſnhed 
“ reputation. About a twelvemonth ago, her 
«© miſtreſs went to Bath for the benefit of her 
dc health: and ten months after, ſhe travelled into 
c North Wales to fee a relation; from whence 
c ſhe is juſt returned. We may ſuppoſe, that 
e ſhe took a fancy to that pretty babe, while 
in the country, and brought it up to town 
&« with her, in order to place it here: as ſhe N 
« did a few years ago to another charming 
c boy; which, being too old to be got into 
„ this Hoſpital, is now at a ſchool in Yorkfrire, 
<,. where young gentlemen are boarded, cloathed, 
and educated, and found in all neceſſaries, for 
c ten n a _ 


„ THA chubby litile boy which you bee 
« in the arms of yonder ſtrapping wench in a 
4 camiblet gown and red cloak, is her on ſon. 
dhe is by profeſſion a bed- maker in one of 
„ the univerſities, and of the ſame college, in 
Vol, IV. I which 
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cc : which the father (a grave tutor) holds a 
6 fellowſhip, under the uſual condition of not 
cc marrying. Many ſober gentlemen of the 
& cloth, who are in the ſame ſcrape, are glad 
e to take the benefit of this charity: and if all 
e of the ſame reverend order, like the prieſts | 
abroad, were laid under the fame reſtric- 
„ tions, you might expect to ſee a particular 
4 Hoſpital, erected for the 8 7 7 of the n 
<« of the A e 


6 Tulr next child belongs to a a beten $ 
44 lady, whoſe huſband is expected to return 
&& every moment from a long voyage; the fears 
cc of which have happily haſtened the birth of 
«+ this infant a full month before it's time. 
& That other is the poſthumous child of a 
<<, wealthy old gentleman, who married a young 
& girl for love, and died in the honey- moon. 
4 This his ſon and heir was not born till near 
* a twelvemonth after his deceaſe, becauſe it's 
« birth was retarded by the exceſſive grief of 
© his widow ;/ who on that account rather choſe 
4 to lie- in privately, and to lodge their only 
child here, than to have it's legitimacy, and 
e her own honour, called in eee her 
13 W NR TRIES i 
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My 
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Mx companion pointed out to me ſeveral 
others, whoſe original was no leſs extraordinary; 
among which, I remember, he told me, one was 

the unhallowed brood of a Methodiſt Teacher, 
and another the premature ſpawn. of a Maid of 
Honour. A poor author eaſed himſelf of a very 
heavy load of two twin-daughters, which in an 
evil hour he begot on an hawker of pamphlets, 
after he had been writing a luſcious novel: but 
I could not help ſmiling at the marks ſent in 
with theſe new Muſes, ſignifying that one 
had been chriſtened Terpſichore, and the other 
 Polyhymnia, Several bantlings were imported 
from 1/ington, Hoxton, and other villages with- 
in the ſound of Bow Bell: many were tranſ- 
planted hither out of the country; and a 
whole litter of brats were ſent in from two or 
. threee pariſhes in particular, for which it is 
"doubtful whether they were moſt indebted to the 
Parſon or the . 


A MODEST-LOOKING woman now brought a 
very fine babe to be admitted; but the governors 
rejected it, as it appeared to be above two 
months old. The mother, on the contrary, 
perſiſted in affirming, that it was but juſt born; 
and, addrefling herſelf to me, defired me to look 

"IC. Y e 


efforts which I made to bawl after her, and the 
ſcualling of the brat, which rung piteouſly in 


” happy to find, that I had only been dandling 
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at it. I accordingly took it in my arms; and 


while I was toſſing it up and down, and praiſing 
It's beauty, the ſly huſſy contrived to lip away, 
leaving the precious charge to my care. The 


my ears, luckily awaked me: and I was very 


my * inſtead of a . 
ä 
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_—_ 


| Nuns, CXXIV. Thurſday, Fune 10, 1 756. 


Accipe, per longos tibi qui deſerviat annos: 
Accipe, qui pura norit amare fide. 
Eſt nulli ceſſura fides; fine crimine mores; 
Nudaque ſimplicitas, purpureuſque pudor. 
Non mihi mille placent; non ſum deſultor amoris; 
T u Foy (ii _ es) C1 cura perennis eris. 
GE Ov1p. 
Scorn me not, Chloe; me, whoſe faith well ii 
Long years approve, and honeſt paſſions guide : 
My ſpotleſs foul no foul affettions move, 
But chaſte ſimplicity, and modeſi love: 
Nor I, like ſhallow fops, from fair to fair 
Roving at random, faithleſs paſſion ſwear, [ 
But thou alone 925 be * e care. 


EMOST every man is. or has 1 or 
1 at leaſt thinks that he is or has been, a 
Lover. One has fought for his miſtreſs, another 
drank for her, another wrote for her, and another 
has done all three: and yet, perhaps, in ſpite of 
their duels, poetry, and bumpers, not one of 
them. ever entertained a ſincere paſſion. I have 
lately taken a * of the numerous tribe of 

— Enamoratos ” 


52 
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Enamoratos, and after having obſerved the va- 
rious ſhapes they wear, think I may fafely pro- 

nounce, that, though all profeſs to have been in 


Love, there are * tow wan are wal pe | 
"9 of Mt Rk 


Ir is a maxim ef Rechefoucautt 5 that 10 many 


. men would never have been in Love, if they 
4 had never heard of Love.” The juſtice of 
| this remark is equal to it's ſhrewdneſs, The 


ridiculous prate of a family has frequently great 
influence on young minds, who learn to love, as 
they do every thing elſe, by imitation. Young 
creatures, almoſt mere Children, have been con- 

ſumed with this ſecond-hand flame lighted up at 
another's paſſion; and, in conſequence of the 


= Loves of the footman and chambermaid, I have 


known little maſter fancy himſelf a dying ſwain 
at the age of thirteen, and little miſs pining 
away with Love in a bib and hanging-ſleeves. 


Tur vaſt heap of volumes, filed with 
Love, and ſufficient in number to make a 
Ubrary, are great enflamers, and ſeldom fail to 
produce that kind of - paſſion deſcribed by Roche- 
Foucault. 'The chief of theſe literary ſeducers 
are the old romances, and their degenerate 

wn; the modern novels. The young ſtudent 
. reads 
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reads of the emotions of Love, *till he i imagines "Il 
that he feels them throbbing and fluttering in his + 
little breaſt; as valetudinarians ſtudy the hiſtory 17 
of a diſeaſe, till they fancy themſelves affected 17 
with every ſymptom of it. For this reaſon, I Wh 
am always ſorry to ſee any of this traſh in the bs 
hands of young people : I look upon Caſſandra bir 
and Cleopatra,” as well as Betty Barnes, Polly wy 
Hills, &c. as no better than bawds ; and conſi- Ay 
der Don Bellianis of Greece, and Sir Amadis n 
de Gaul, with George Edwards, Loveill, &c. as 55 
arrant pimps. But though romances and novels i 
are both equally ſtimulatives, yet their operations id 
are very different. The romance - ſtudent be- is 
comes a fond Corydon of Sicily, or a very Damon 19 
of Arcadia, and is in good truth ſuch a dying 9 
ſain, that he believes he ſhall hang himſelf on af 
the next willow, or drown himſelf in the next 17 
pond, if he ſhould loſe the object of his wiſhes: | Is 
but the young noveliſt turns out more a man of 1 
the world, and after having gained the affec- i 
tions of his miſtreſs, forms an hundred ſchemes _-. is 
to ſecure the poſſeſſion of her, and to bam r 1 1 
relations. . . 4 ll, 
TERRE are, among the tribe of Lovers, a | 


fort of luke-warm gentlemen, who can hardly 3 
be aid, in the language of Love, to entertain 
Rig _- * 4.0m 
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a flame for their miſtreſs. Theſe are your meg 
of ſuperlative delicacy, and refinement, who loath 


de groſs ideas annexed t9 the uncut ef the 


vulgar, and aim at ſomething more ſpiritualized 
and. ſublime. Theſe philoſophers. in Love doat 


on the mind alone of their miſtreſs, and would 


fain ſee her naked. ſoul. diveſted of it's material 
incumbrances. Gentlemen of this complexion 
| might perhaps. not improperly be ranged in the 
romantic claſs, but they have aſſumed to them- 
| {elves the name of Platonic Lovers. 


1 1 33 is in | theſe days very 
ſcarce z ; and there is another. claſs, infinitely 
more numerous, compoſed. of a ſort of Lovers, 
whom, we may juſtly diſtinguiſh by the title of 
Epicurea. The principles of this ſe& are 
diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of the Platonics. 
They think no more of the ſoul of their miſtreſs, 
than a muſſelman, but are in. raptures with her 
perſon. A Lover of this ſort is in perpetual 
extaſies: his paſſion is ſo violent, that he even 
ſcorches you with. his flame; and he runs over 
the perfections of his miſtreſs in the ſame ſtile 
that a jockey praiſes his horſe : ** Such limbs 


3% 4 ſuch eyes! ſuch a neck and breaſt! ſuch— 


e oh, ſhe's a rare piece!“ Their ideas go no 


2M farther than mere external 1 ; 
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and as their wounds may be ſaid to be only ſkin- 
deep, we cannot allow their breaſts to be ſmitten 
with Love, though perhaps they may rankle 
with a much groſſer paſſion, Yet it muſt be 
owned, that nothing is more common, than for. 
gentlemen of this caſt to be involved in what is 
called a Love-match : but then it is owing to 
the ſame cauſe with the marriage of Sir Jahn 
Brute, who ſays, I married my wife, becauſe 
« ] wanted to lie with her, and ſhe would: 
64. not let me.“ 


Ornxx gentlemen, of a gay diſpoſition and 
warm conſtitution, who go in the catalogue for 
Lovers, are adorers of almoſt every woman they 
ſee. The flame of Love is as eaſily kindled in 
them, as the ſparks are ſtruck out of a flint; and 
it alſo expires as ſoon. A Lover of this ſort 
dances, one day, with a lady at a ball, and loſes 
his heart to her in a minuet ; the next, another 
carries it off in the. Mall; and the next day, 
perhaps, he goes-out. of town, and .lodges it in. 
the poſſeſſion of all the country beauties ſucceſ- 
ſively, till at laſt he brings it back to town with 
him, and preſents it to the firſt woman he 
meets. This claſs is very numerous; but 
_ ought by no means to hold a place among the 
tribe of true Lovers, ſince a gentleman, who! is 
„„ thus 
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' thus in Love with every body, my ey be 
eee there Mi 7 


Link is univerſally allowed: to Os whimficat; 


4 1 if whim is the eſſence of Love, none can 


be accounted truer Lovers, than thoſe who ad- 
mire their miſtreſs for ſome particular charm, 
which enchains them, though it would ſingly 
never captivate any body elſe. Some gentlemen 
have been won to conjugal embraces by a pair 
of fine arms; others have been held faſt by an 
even white ſet of teeth; and I know a very 
good ſcholar, who was enſnared by a ſet of 
golden treſſes, becauſe it was the taſte of the 
"ancients, and the true claflical hair. Thoſe 
ladies, whoſe Lovers are ſuch piecemeal admirers, 
are in perpetual danger of loſing them. A raſh, 

or a pimple, may abate their affection. All thoſe, 
the object of whoſe adoration is merely a pretty 
face or a fine perſon, are in the power of the 


Pens like accidents; and the ſmall-pox has occaſioned 


upon eſteem; not that I would mean, that a 


many a poor lady the loſs of her beauty and her 
Lover at the ſame e 8 


Pert after all theſe add ee there 
xte ſome few, whoſe” paſſion is ſincere and well- 
founded, True, genuine Love is always built 


. 
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man can reaſon and argue himſelf into Love; 
but that a conſtant intercourſe with an amiable 
woman will lead him into a contemplation of 

her excellent qualities, which will inſenſibly win 
his heart, before he is himſelf aware of it, and 
beget all thoſe hopes, fears, and other extrava- 
geancies, which are the natural attendants on 


a. true paſſion. Love has been deſcribed ten 


thouſand times: but that I may be ſure that the 
little picture I would draw of it is taken from 
nature, I will conclude this paper with the ſtory _ 
of honeſt Witt EAsx and his amiable wife. 
W1itr Easy and Miſs 
acquainted, and,. from being familiarly intimate 
with the whole family, WII L might be almoſt 
| faid to live there. He dined and ſupped with 
them perpetually in town, and ſpent great part 
of the ſummer with them at their ſeat in the 
country, WILL and the lady were both uni- 
 verfally allowed to have ſenſe, and their frequent 
converſations together gave them undoubted 
_ proofs of the goodneſs of each other's diſpoſi- 
tion, They delighted in the company, and ad- 
| mired the perfections, of each other, and gave a 
thouſand little indications of a growing paſſion, 
not unobſerved by others, even while it was yet 
unknown and unſuſpected by themſelves. How- 
; erer, after ſome time, WII IL, by mutual agree- 
| H 6 5 ment, 


became very early 
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ment, demanded the lady of her father in mar- 
riage. But,” alas! * the courſe of true Love 
“ never yet run ſmooth :* the ill-judged am- 
| bition of a parent induced the father, out of 
mere love to his daughter, to refuſe her hand, 
to the only man in the world with whom ſhe. 
could live happily, becauſe he imagined that he 
might, in the Smithfield phraſe, do better for 
her. But Love, grounded, on juſt principles, is 
not eaſily ſhaken; and, as it appeared that their 
mutual paſſion had taken too deep. root ever to 
be extirpated, the father. at laſt, reluctantly, half 
conſented to their union. They enjoy a genteel, 
competency ; and Wir, by his integrity and. 
abilities, is an honour, to a. learned profeſſion, 
and a blefling to his wife; whoſe greateſt praiſe. 
is, that her virtues.deſerve ſuch an huſband. dhe. 
is pleaſed with having © left droſs to dutcheſſes; 
he conſiders her happineſs. as his main intereſt ;, 
and their example every day gives freſh con- 
uiction to the father, that where two perſons, 
of ſtrong ſenſe and good hearts. conceive a reci- 
procal affection for each. other, their paſſion is, 
genuine. and laſting, and their. union is perhaps. 
the trueſt ſtate of happineſs under the 22 . 


| 0 


Nuns. 
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Cervius hæc inter vicinus garrit aniles 138 
Ex re fabellas, — — — — — Hon. 


With Mr. Tow N, hr proſe and precepts fail, 
I of am Paper a Jones or a WIE. 


OTHI N G has Sos me a more e ſenſible 
pleaſure, in the courſe of this undertaking, 
tha the having been occaſionally honoured with: 
the correſpondence of ſeveral ingenious gentle- 


men of both our Univerſities. My paper of to-day. 


gives me unuſual ſatisfaction on this account ;. 
and I cannot help looking on it, with a great 


deal of pleaſure, as a ſort of a little Cambridge. 
Miſcellany. The reader will ſee it is compoſed: 


of two poems, which I have lately received. 


. from a correſpondent in that learned Univerſity, 
Theſe little pieces, unleſs my regard for the- 


writer makes me partial to them, contain many- 
beauties, and are written with that elegant pe- 


culiarity of ſtile and manner, which plainly: 


ſpeak them to come from the ſame hand, that- 


has already obliged the public with ſome other 


. of poetry, nn in this * 


To 
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Ft 'To Nr. Town. 


„ "Trim call Cant, 726 

\ = Þ 
JF OUR Eflay i the abuſe of words was 
very well received here ; but more eſpe- 
cially that part of it, which. contained the 


i modern definition of the word Ruined. You 


muſt know, Sir, that in the language of our old 


Dons, every young man is ruined; who is not 
an arrant Tycho Brahe, or Erra Pater. Yet it 


is remarkable, that, though the ſervants of the 


185 Muſes meet with more than ordinary diſcourage- 
maent at this place, Cumůridge has produced many 
ceüelebrated poets; witneſs Spenſer, Milton, Cowley, 


Dryden, &c. not to mention ſome admired writers 


of the preſent times! I myſelf, Sir, am. grievouſly 
ſuſpected of being better acquainted with Homer 
and Virgil than Enudid or Sanderſon ; and am 


univerſally agreed: to be ruined, for having con- 


 _ cerned myſelf with Hexameter and Pentameter 


more than Diameter. The equity of this de- 


deiſion I ſhall not diſpute; but content myſelf 
gat preſent with ſubmitting to the public, by 


means of your paper, a few lines on the import 


„ of another favourite word, Oy * the 
21 e i 
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Bur fearing that fo ſhort a piece will not be 
| ſufficient to eke out a whole paper, I have 
ſubjoined to it another little poem, not originally 


deſigned for the public view, but written as a 
familiar epiſtle to a friend. The whole is no- 
thing more than the natural reſult of many 
letters and converſations, that had paſt between 
us, on the preſent ſtate of poetry in theſe king- 
doms ; in which I flattered myſelf, that I was. 


juſtifiable in my remarks on the barrenneſs of ? 


invention in moſt modern compoſitions, as well 


as in regard to the cauſe of it. We are now, 


indeed, all become ſuch exact Critics, that there 
are ſcarce 'any tolerable Poets: what I mean 


by exact Critics is, that we are grown, (I ſpeak 


in general,) by the help of Addiſon and Pope, 
better judges of compoſition, than heretofore. 


We get an early knowledge of what chaſte 


writing is, and even ſchool-boys are checked in 
the luxuriancy of their genius, and not ſuffered 
to run riot in their imaginations, I muſt own 1 
cannot help looking on it as a bad omen to 
poetry, that there is now-a-days ſcarce any ſuch 


thing to be met with as fuſtian and bombaſt : 


for our authors, dreading the vice of incorrect- 
| neſs above all others, grow ridiculouſly preciſe 
and affected. In ſhort, however paradoxical it 
may ſeem, we have now, in my opinion, too 
9, correct 
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correct a taſte. It is to no purpoſe for ſuch 
- prudent ſober wooers, as our modern bards, 
to knock at the door of the Muſes. They, 
as well as mortal ladies, love to be attacked 
briſkly. - Should we take a review even of 
Chaucer's poetry, the moſt inattentive reader, 
in the very thickeſt of old Gears woods, 

would find. the light ſometimes pierce through, 
and break in upon him like lightening ; and a 
man muſt have no ſoul in him, who does not 
0 admire the fancy, the ſtrength, and elegance 


of Spenſer, even through that diſagreeable habit, 


which the faſhion of the times obliged him to 
wear. To conclude, there is this material dif- 
ference between the former and preſent age of 
Poetry; that the writers in the firſt thought 

poetically ; ; in the laſt, they only expreſs them- 
ſelves ſo. Modern poets ſeem to. me more 
to ſtudy the manner how they ſhall. write, than 
what is to be written, The minute accuracy of 


' their productions; the bells of their rhimes, ſa 


well matched, making moſt melodious tinkle. ; 
and all the mechaniſm of poetry, ſo exactly 
finiſhed; (together with a total deficiency of 


' ſpirit, which ſhould be the leaven of the whole, ) 


put me in mind of a piece of furniture, gene- 
rally found in the ſtudies of the learned, © in an 


1 a odd * of che * a mahogany caſe, 


elegantly. 
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elegantly carved and faſhioned: on the outſide, | 


the ſpecious covering of a—chamber-pot.. 
I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 


The Saryn and The PEDLAR. 
A FABLE. 


0 RD $ are, fo Iullafton Akan” 

Of our ideas merely ſigns, 
Which have a pow'r at will to varys 
As being vague and arbitrary,  _ 
Now damm d, for inſtance — All agree. 
Damm d's the ſuperlative Degree ;, 
Means that alone, and nothing more, 
However taken heretofore. _ 
Damm d is a word can't ſtand alone, 
Which has no meaning of it's own; 
But lignifies or bad or good, 
Juſt as it's neighbour's underſtood. 
Examples we may find enough; 
Damm d high, damn'd low, damm d fine, aun d ſtuSs 
So fares it too with it's relation, - 
I mean it's ſubſtantive, damnation. 
The wit with metaphors makes bold, 
And tells you he's damnation cold: 
Perhaps, that metaphor forgot, 
The ſelf- ſame wit's damnation hot. 


4 
A 


162 n. CONNOISSEUR. Ny, 125 


5 54 here a fable 1 A . 


Once in the middle of December, 

When every mead in ſnow is — 8 
And ev'ry river bound with froſt; 
When families get all together, 
And feelingly talk o'er the weather ; 


 When—pox of the deſcriptive rhime— 


In ſhort, it was the winter time. 

It was a Pedlar's happy lot 

To fall into a Satyr's cot: | 
Shiv'ring with cold, and almoſt ove, 
With pearly drop upon his noſe, - 

His fingers ends all pinch'd to dach, 
He blew upon them with his breath. 
Friend, quoth the Satyr, what intends 
That blowing on thy fingers ends ?- 

« It is to warm them thus I blow, 
« For they are froze as cold as ſnow; 
“ And fo inclement has it been, 
« I'm like a cake of ice within. 
Come, quoth the Satyr, comfort, man! 
III chear thy inſide, if I can; 
You're welcome, in my homely cottage, 
e er ee e eee 5 


55 Tuts ſaid, this ahr Wömigg loth, 2 
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Which with delight the Pedlar view'd, | 
As ſmoaking on the board it ſtood, 
But, though the very ſteam aroſe 
With grateful odour to his noſe, 
One ſingle ſip he ventur'd not, 
The gruel was ſo wond'rous hot, 
What can be done ?—with gentle puff 
2 blows it, till it's cool enough. 


Wur hon now, Pedlar, what's the matter 2 
al at thy blowing? quoth the Sar. 
I blow to cool it, cries the clown, 
That I may get the liquor down; 
For, though I grant you've made it well, 
You've boil'd it, Sir, a hot as hell. 


Nur raiſing high his en ſtump, 
The Satyr ſmote him on the rump. 
© Begone, thou double knave, or fool; 
„ With the ſame breath to warm and cool! 
« Friendſhip with ſuch I never hold, 
6 Who re ſo damm d hot, and ſo damm d cold. 


EPISTLE to a FRIEND. 


GAIN I 1 my old objection, 
That Modern Rules obſtruct perfection, 
And the ſeverity of Taſte, 

Has laid the walk of Genius waſte. 


5 F ancy's 
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- A pithy ſentence, but wants credit, 


Which wants a bridle, or a ſpur? 


The Jade grows callous to yur kicks. 


Ms + hedges cut in proper order, 
Nor &en a branch beyond it's border. 
Now like a Foreſt he appears, 
Ihe growth. of twice three hundred years; . 


Fancy's a flight we deal no more in, 


Our authors creep inſtead of ſoaring „ - 
And all the brave imagination 1 


Is dwindled into eee 155 


Bur ſtill you cry, in ſober ſadneſs, 71 
« There is diſcretion e'en in madneſs.” 


Becauſe, I find, a Poet faid it: 
Their verdi& makes but ſmall impreſſion, 
Who are known liars by profeſſion.” 
Riſe what exalted flights it will, 

True Genius will be Genius ſtill, 

And ſay, that horſe would you prefer, 


The mettled ſteed may loſe his tricks; 


_ Hap Shakeſpeare crept by Modern Rules, 
We'd loſt his witches, fairies, fools, 
Inſtead of all that wild creation, 


. He'd form'd a regular plantation, 
Or garden trim and all inclos'd, 5 


In niceſt ſymmetry diſpos' d, 


72 Where | 


— 
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Where many a tree aſpiring ſhrouds 
It's aëry ſummit in the clouds, 


Where round it's root {till loves to twine 
The 1 ivy and WO . 


« Bur Shakeſpeare s all-creative fancy. 
« Made others love extravagancy, 
« While cloud-capt Nonſenſe was their aim, 
Like Hurlothrumbo's mad Lord Flame.” 
True. Who can ſtop dull imitators, 
Thoſe younger brothers of tranſlators, 
Thoſe inſets, which from Genius riſe, 
And buz about, in ſwarms, like Flies? 
Faſhion, that ſets the modes of dreſs, 
Sheds too her influence o'er the preſs : 
As formerly the ſons of rnime _ 
Sought Shakeſpeare's fancy and ſublime, 
By cool correctneſs now they hope 
To emulate the praiſe of Pope. 
But Pope and Shakeſpeare both diſclaim 
Theſe low retainers to their fame. 


Wu taſk car dulnef bs affect 
So eaſy, as to write correct ? 
Poets, tis ſaid, are ſure to ſplit 
By too much or too little wit; 
So, to avoid th' extremes of either, 
They miſs their mark, and follow neither: 
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They ſo exactly poiſe the ſcale, 
That neither meaſure will prevail; 
And Mediocrity the Muſe 

Did never in her ſons excuſe. 

*Tis true, their tawdry works are grac % 

With all the charms of modern Tofie, 

And ev'ry ſenſeleſs line is dreſt 

In quaint expreſſion's tinſel veſt. 

Say, did you never chance to meet 

A Monſieur Barber in the ſtreet, 

| Whoſe ruffle, as it lank depends, 

And dangles o'er his fingers ends, 

His olive-tann'd complexion = 

With little dabs of Dreſden laces ; 

While, for the Body, Monſieur puff 

Wou' d think &'en Dowlas fine enough? 
So fares it with our men of ur derte 

Sweet tinklers of poetic chimes; 

For lace, and fringe, and tawdry cloaths, 

Sure never yet were greater beaux; 

But fairly ſtrip them to the ſhirt, 

They're all made up of rags and dirt. 


SHALL then ſuch wretches Bards commence, 
Without or ſpirit, taſte, or ſenfe ? 

And, when they bring no other treaſure,” 
Shall I admire them for their meaſure? 
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Or do I ſcorn the critic's rules, e 
Becauſe I will not learn of fools? va 
Although Zonginus' foul-mouth'd proſe 

With all the force of Genius glows; 

Though Dionyſius learned "taſte 

Is ever manly, juſt, and chaſte, 

Who, like a ſkilful, wiſe phyſician, 

Diſſes each part of compoſition, 

And ſhews how beauty ſtrikes the ſoul, 

From a juſt compact of the whole; 
Though judgment in * s page 

Holds. forth her lamp. for ev'ry ages * 
Vet Hypercritics I diſdain, | > 
A race of blockheads, dull and vain, 

And laugh at all thoſe; empty fools, 

Who cramp a Genius with dull rules, 

And what. their narrow. ſcience mocks 

Damn with the name of Het'rodox. 

Theſe butchers of à - poet's] fame, 

While they uſurp the Critics name, 

Cry, * this is Tg/te—that's my opinion ;” 

And poets dread their mock. dominion. 

So have you ſeen, with dire affright, 


The, Petty Monarch of the night.. 
Seated If in elbow-chair, "Re 


Command the pris'ners to appear; 4 
Harangue an hour on watchman's praiſe, 
And on the dire effect of frays; 


Them: :- | 


N 
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Then cry, you“ Il ſuffer for your daring, 
* And damn you, you ſhall pay for ſwearing:“ 
Then, turning, tell th' aftoniſh'd 1 1550 

ns to repreſent the Mei 


) « 
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| Proinde tona * cem de 56 vm. 


1 Rant, rr, and bellow with theatric air, 
85 fink the rev rend Preacher i in the Play re. 


Romnwarn. a rector N pariſh at the 
court end of the town, who was generally 
3 a very fine preacher, that uſed to 
aim at delivering himſelf in the moſt bold and 
animated ſtile of oratory. The tone of his 
voice was nicely accommodated to the different 
branches of his diſcourſe, and every thing 
was pronounced with uncommon energy "and 
Sb: he” alſo indulged himſelf in equal 
freedom of action, and abounded in various 
extraordinary geſticulations: his ſermons them- 
ſelves were ſown thick with tropes, metaphors, 
and ſimilies, and every-where enriched wi 


ebe and rh... 
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As 1 1 that this reverend gentleman had 
_— ou, abroad with a Young nobleman in the 
- . . capacity 
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capacity of à travelling tutor, I did not wonder 
at the violent exertion of his voice, and the 
vehemence of his action; this affected air being 
a piece of clerical. foppery, which an itinerant 
clergyman is apt to adopt, while his pupil is 
gleaning all the other follies of Paris: at which 
place it is very common to ſee a a capuchine ſo 


heated with his fubject, that he often ſeems in 


danger of throwing himſelf out of the pulpit. 
But J was at a loſs how to account for the glowing 
ſtile of his diſcourſes 3 till, happening to turn 
over the works of a celebrated French preacher, 
I found, that the oratorical performances of my 


friend were no other than faithfi ul tranſlations | 
of them. 


I Tus ſort of pulpit plagiariſm may perhaps 
be more adapted to the taſte of ſome of our 
faſhionable declaimers, than the more hackneyed 
method of tranſcribing a page from Barrow, 
Tillotſon, or Atterbury, But, although - ſuch 
practices may be leſs: liable to detection, it is 
certainly more orthodox to rifle the works of 
our own Divines, than to ranſack the treaſures 
of Romiſb prieſts; and their inflamed orations 
are undoubtedly leſs adapted to the genius of 
our people, than the ſober reaſonings of our 
own preachers, V altaire, in his Eſſay on Epic 
ö Vor- IV. 3 * 
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Poetry, has touched this Point with his uſual 
ee een of 


E tte different ſpecies of Pulpit Eloquence, that 
obtain in France and England. The whole 


_ paſſage is as follows. * Diſcourſes, aiming 
s at the pathetic, pronounced with vehemence, 


C and accompanied with violent geſtures, would 


< excite laughter in an Angliſ̃ congregation. 
„ For as they are fond of bloated language and 
cc the moſt impaſſioned eloquence on the Stage, 
C ſo in the Pulpit they affect the moſt un- 
«- ornamented ſimplicity. A Sermon in France 
e is a long Declamation, ſcrupulouſly divided 
« into three parts, and delivered with enthuſiaſm. 
&« In England, a Sermon is a ſolid, but ſome- 
tc times dry, Diſſertation, which a man reads to 
the people, without geſture, and without any 
« particular exaltation of the voice. In Jah, 
, (he adds) a Sermon is a Spiritual Comedy:“ 
or rather Farce, he might have ſaid ; ſince the 
Preachers in that country harangue their audience, 
running to and fro on a ſort of raiſed ſtage, like 
a mountebank. It muſt be owned, however, 
that ſome of our clergy are greatly wanting 
in that life and ſpirit, which would render 


. their inſtructions more affecting, as well as 


more pleaſing. Their ſermons are frequently 
| 22 out in one dull tone, without any 
| variation 


"Se 
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variation of voice or geſture: ſo that it is no 


wonder, if ſome of the congregation ſhould | 


be caught napping, when the preacher himſelf 


hardly ſeems to be awake, But though = 


drowſy delivery is not to be commended, 


a ſerious earneſtneſs is moſt likely to beta 
the attention, and convince the reaſon. This 
manner, as it is moſt decent in itſelf, is beſt 
ſuited to an Engliſb audience: though it is no 


wonder, that a different ſtrain of oratory ſhould 


prevail in France ; fince a Frenchman accompanies 


almoſt every word in ordinary converſation with 
ſome fantaſtic geſture, and even inquires con- 


cerning your health, and talks of the weather 


with a thouſand ſhrugs and grumAcess 


Bur though I do not like to ſee a preacher © 


lazily lolling on the cuſhion, or dozing over his 
ſermon- caſe, and haranguing his audience with 
an unchriſtian apathy z yet even this unanimated 
delivery is perhaps leſs offenſive, than to obſerve 
a clergyman not ſo aſſiduous to inſtruct his 
audience, as to be admired by them: not to 
mention, that even Voltaire himſelf ſeems to 
think our manner of preaching preferable, on 


the whole, to the declamatory ſtile and affected 


geſtures, uſed by the clergy of his own nation. 
A ſober divine ſhould not aſcend the pulpit with 
| 22 & the 


C 


- 
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the ſame paſſions that a public orator mounts 
the roſirum: much leſs ſhould he aſſume the 
voice, geſture, and deportment of a player, and 
the language of the theatre. He ſhould preſerve 
a temperance in the moſt earneſt parts of his 


_ diſcourſe, and go through the whole of it ' 
| ſuch a manner, as beſt agrees with the ſolemn 


| place in which it is uttered. Pompous nonſenſe, 


bellowed out with a thundering accent, comes 


with a worſe grace from the pulpit, than bom- 


baſt and fuſtian injudiciouſly ranted forth by a 
44 periwig-pated fellow” on the ſtage. I cannot 
better illuſtrate the abſurdity and indecency of 
this manner, than by a familiar, though ſhame- 
ful, inſtance of it. Whoever has occaſionally 
Joined with the butchers in making up the 
audience of the Clare-Market Orator, will agree 
with me, that the impropriety of his ſtile and 
the extravagance of his action become ſtill more 

ſhocking and intolerable by the day which they 
profane, and the eccleſiaſtic appearance of the 
place in which the declaimer harangues. Thus 
while thoſe, who thunder out damnation from 


pariſh pulpits, may, from aſſuming the manners 


bo the threatre, be reſembled to ranting players ; 


the Clare-Market Orator, while he turns reli- 
gion into farce, muſt be conſidered as exhibiting 
ſhews and Intel udes of an inferior nature, and 
| bimſelf 
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himſelf regarded as a JO PE. | in a gona 
and Callock. 

A BLOAT ED ſtile is perhaps of all others 
leaſt to be commended, Tt is more frequently 
made a ſhelter for nonſenſe, than a vehicle of 
truth : but, though improper on all occaſions, 


it more eſpecially deviates from the chaſte 
plainneſs and ſimplicity of Pulpit Eloquence. 


Nor am I leſs diſpleaſed with thoſe, who are 


admired by ſome as pretty preachers; as I think 


a clergyman may be a coxcomb in his ſtile and 
manner, as well as a prig in his appearance. 
Flowers of rhetoric, injudiciouſly ſcattered over 
a ſermon, as are diſguſting in his diſcourſe, as 
the ſmug wig and ſcented white handkerchief 
in_his dreſs. The pretty preacher aims alſo at 
politeneſs and good-breeding, takes the ladies to 


taſk in a genteel vein of raillery, and handles 


their modiſh foibles with the ſame air, that he 


gallants their fans: but if he has a mind to put 


his abilities to the ſtretch, and indulge himſelf 
in a more than ordinary flow of rhetoric, he 


fritters away the ſolemnity of ſome ſcriptural 
ſubject ; and I have heard a flouriſhing declaimer 


of this caſt take off from'the awful idea of the 
Paſſion, by dwelling principally on the graceful- 
neſs of perſon, ſweetnels of voice, and clegance 
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of deportment, in the Divine Sufferer; and at 
another time, in ſpeaking of the Fall, I have 
known him enter into a pictureſque deſcription 
of the woods, groves, and rivulets, panſies, pinks, 


and violets, that threw a perpetual gaiety over 


te face of nature in the garden of Eden. 


AFFECTED oratory and an extravagant delivery 
were firſt practiſed by thoſe, who vary from the 
eſtabliſhed church: nor is there any manner fo 
unbecoming and indecent, which has not, at one 
time or another, been accounted truly ſpiritual 
and graceful. Snuffling through the noſe, with 
an harmonious twang, has been regarded as a 


© kind of church - muſic beſt calculated to raiſe 


_ devotion, and a piteous chorus of ſighs and 
groans has been thought the moſt effectuall call 
to repentance. Irregular tremblings of the voice, 
and contortions of the perſon, have long been 
the eloquence of Quakers and Preſbyterians ; 
and are now the favourite mode of preaching 
practiſed by thoſe ſelf-ordained teachers, who 
ſtrike out new lights in religion, and pour 
forth their extempore rhapſodies in a torrent 
of enthuſiaſtical oratory. An inſpired cobler 
will thunder out anathemas, with the tone and 
geſture of St. Paul, from a joint- ſtool; and an 
7 enlightened bricklayer will work himſelf up to 
N . ſuch 
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ſuch a pitch of vehemence, as ſhall make his 
audience quake again. I am ſorry to ſee our 
regular divines rather copying, than reforming, 
this hot and extravagant manner of preaching; 

and have with pain been witneſs to a wild in- 
temperate delivery in our pariſh-churches, which 
I ſhould only have expected at the chapel in 
Long- Acre, or at the earns and Tabernacle 

in Moor- Fields, 


As a ſerious earneſtneſs in the delivery, and 
à nervous ſimplicity in the ſtile of a diſcourſe, 
are the moſt becoming ornaments of the pulpit, 
ſo an affectation of eloquence is no-where ſo 
offenſive. The delivery of a preacher, as well 
as his diction, ſhould, like his dreſs, be plain and 
decent. Inflamed eloquence and wild geſtures 
-are unſuitable to the place and his function ; and 
though ſuch vehement heat may perhaps kindle 
the zeal of a few enthuſiaſtic old beldams in 
the aile, it has a very different effect on the more 
rational part of the congregation. I would there- 
fore recommend it to our faſhionable divines, to 
aim at being Preachers rather than Orators or 
Actors, and to endeavour to make their diſcourſes 
appear like Sermons rather than Orations. 


0 e en,, re 
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Nous: CXXVIL . Ja I, + 1756. 


|. Fervens diffcil bile tumet race ion, 
„ Rage i in her eyes, | a Mraction in her mien, | 
T7 e rr indignant * uh e ſpleen. 


ET To e O wu N. 
28 1 R, 
E are told, that in Spain, it is the m 
for huſbands never to let their wives go 
abroad without a watchful old woman to attend 
them; and in Turkey it is the faſhion to lock 
up their miſtreſſes under the guard of a truſty 
eunuch: but I never knew, that in any country 
the men were put. under the ſame reſtrictions. 
Alas! Sir, my wife is to me a very Duenna : 
ſhe is as careful of me, as the Keiſer Aga, or 
Chief Eunuch, is of the Grand Signior's favourite 
Sultana : and whether ſhe believes, that I am in 
love with every woman, or that every woman 
is in love with me, ſhe will never truſt me out 


bol her ſight; but ticks as cloſe to me, as if ſhe 


really was, without a figure, bone of my bone, 
and fleſh of my fleſh. I am never ſuffered to 
ſtir abroad wens * leſt I ſhould go aftray ; 
15 and 
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and at home ſhe follows me up and down the 
houſe, like a child in leading-ftrings : nay, if 
1] do but ſtep down ſtairs on any ordinary 
occafion, ſhe is ſo afraid I ſhould give her the 
flip, that ſhe always ſcreams after me, my 
« dear, you are not going out;” though, for 
better ſecurity, ſhe generally locks up my hat 
and cane, together with her own gloves and 
cardinal, that one may not ftir -out without 
the other. ** 


I caxxor flatter myſelf, that I am handfomer 
or better made than other men: nor has ſhe, 
in my eyes at leaſt, fewer charms than other 
women. Need I add, that my complexion is 
not over ſanguine, nor my conſtitution very 
robuſt? and yet ſhe is fo very doubtful of my 
conftancy, that I cannot ſpeak, or even pay 
the compliment of my hat, to any young lady, 
though in public, without giving new alarms to 
her jealouſy. Such an one, ſhe is ſure from her 
flaunting airs, is a kept madam ; another is no 
better than ſhe ſhould be; and ſhe faw another 
tip me. the wink, or give me a nod, as a mark 
of ſome private aſſignation between us. A nun, 
Sir, might as ſoon force her way into a convent 
of monks, as any young woman get admittance 
into our houſe: ſhe has therefore affronted all 
1 5 N her 


* \ 
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her acquaintance of her own ſex, that are not, 

or might not have been, the grandmothers of 

many generations; and is at home to nobody, 

but maiden ladies in the bloom of 411912040 
and beauties of the laſt century. 


Sh will ſcarce allow me to mix even with 
perſons of my own ſex; and ſhe looks upon 
bachelors in particular, as no better than pimps 
and common ſeducers. One evening, indeed, 


ſhe vouchſafed to truſt me out of doors at a 
tavern with ſome of my male friends: but the 


firſt bottle had ſcarce gone round, before word 


was brought up, that my boy was come with 


the lanthorn to light me home. I ſent him back 
with orders to call in an hour; when preſently 
aſter the maid was diſpatched, with notice that 
my dear was gone to bed very ill, and wanted 
me directly. I was preparing to obey the ſum- 
mons; when, to our great ſurprize, the ſick 
lady herſelf bolted into the room, complained of 
my cruel heart, and fell into a fit; from which 
ſhe did not recover, till the coach had ſet us 


down at our own houſe. She then called me 


the baſeſt of huſbands, and ſaid, that all taverns 
were no better than bawdy-houſes. and that men 
only went thither to meet naughty women: at 


33 Tat He ebe firm reſolution, that 
=_ | I ſhould 
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I ſhould never ſet my foot in any one of them 
again, except herſelf be allowed to make one of 


the Ys 


v0 v will appot⸗ Sir, that while my wife 
is thus cautious, that I ſhould not be led aſtray 


when abroad, ſhe takes particular care, that 


I may not ſtumble on temptation at home. 
For this reaſon, as ſoon as I had brought her 
to my houſe, my two ,maid-ſervants were im- 
mediately turned away at a moment's warning, 
not without many covert hints, and ſome open 
- accuſations, of too near an intimacy between 

us: though I proteſt to you, one was a feeble. 
old wrinkled creature, as haggard and frightful 
as mother Shipton ; and the other, a ſtrapping 

wench, as coarſe and brawny as the Female 
Samſon. Even my man John, who had lived 
in the family for thirty years, was packed off, 
as being too well acquainted with his maſter's 
fly ways. A chair-woman was forced to do our 
work for ſome time, before madam could ſuit 
herſelf with maids for her purpoſe. One was too 
pert an huſſy; another, went too fine; another 
was an impudent forward young baggage. At 
preſent our houſhold is made up of ſuch beautiful 
monſters, as Caliban himſelf might fall in love 
with: my lady's own waiting-woman has a - 


* Ty 


3 x80 The CONNOISSEUR. n Ne. 12. 
moſt inviting hump- back, and is ſo charmingly 
paralytic, that ſhe ſhakes all over, like a Chine/: 
figure ; the houſe-maid ſquints moſt detightfully 
with one ſolitary eye, which weeps continually 


for the loſs of it's fellow; and the cook, beſides 


a moſt | captivating red face and protuberant 
waiſt, has a moſt graceſul hobble in her gait, 


occaſioned by one Ar. "TO eps than the 
8 other, : 


I wexD not tell you, that J muſt never write 
| a letter, but my wife muſt ſee the contents, 
before it is done up; and that I never dare to 
open one, till ſhe has broke the ſeal, or read 
it, *till ſhe has firſt run it over. Every rap at 
the door from the poſt-man makes her tremble; 
and I have known her ready to burſt with 
ſpleen at ſeeing a ſuperſcription, written in a faic 
Italian hand, though perhaps it only comes from 
my aunt in the country. She can pick out an 
intrigue even from the impreſſion on the wax: 
and a Cupid, or two hearts joined in union, 
or a wafer pricked with a pin, or ſtamped with 
a thimble, ſhe interprets as the certain tokens 
of a billet-doux: and if there is a blank ſpace 
left in any part of the letter, ſhe always holds 
it for ſome time before the fire; that, if it ſhould 
gh bo 1 8 with any _ On written in 
en i juice 


* 
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juice of lemons, they om 1 that means 
* vilible. e | 


AzouT a 0 ago the found a eie 
paper in my coat-pocket, which awakened all 
her miſtruſt. This ſuſpicious manuſeript was 
drawn up in hierolgyphics ; which as ſhe could 
not interpret, ſhe immediately concluded it to 
be a billet-doux from ſome naſty creature, whom 
I ſecretly maintained in a corner of the Town; 
and that we correſponded together in cypher. 
This terrible paper, Sir, was in truth no other 
than a bill from my blackſmith in the country; 
who, never having learnt to write, expreſſed his 
meaning by characters of his own invention. 
Thus, if he had mended a ſpade, he charged it 
to my account, by drawing, as well as he could, 
the figure of a ſpade, and adding at a little 
diſtance ſix perpendicular lines, to ſignify /ix- 
pence; or, if he had repaired a plough, he 
ſketched out that alſo in the ſame kind of rough 
draught, and annexed.to it four curve lines, to 
denote four ſhillings, This matter I. explained 
to my wife as fully as poſſible, but very little 
to her ſatisfaction. It is abſolutely impoſſible to 
quiet her ſuſpicions: : ſhe is perpetually reproach- 
ing. me with my private trull, nay upbraids me 
on this account before ſtrangers ; and it was but 
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laſt week, that ſhe put me to inconceivable 
_ confuſion before a whole room- full of company, 
by telling them, that I was in * with a: 
| blackſmith, k 


brats: Sir, it is ſaid, it is a pe, oh of "= 
It may be ſo: but it is a ſpecies of love, which 
is attended with all the malevolent properties 


' - Of hate: nay, I will venture to ſay, that many 


a modern wife hates her huſband moſt heartily, 
without cauſing him half that uneaſineſs, which 
my loving conſort's ſuſpicious temper creates to 
me. Her jealous whims diſturb me the more, 
becauſe I am naturally of an even mind and 
calm diſpoſition 3; and one of the chief bleſſings 
I promiſed myſelf in matrimony was, to enjoy 
he ſweets of domeſtic tranquillity. I loved my 

wife paſſionately ; but I muſt own, that theſe 
perpetual attacks upon my peace make me regard 
her with | leſs and leſs tenderneſs every day; and 
though there is not a woman in the world, that 
I would prefer to my wife, yet I am apt to think, 
that ſuch violent ſuſpicions, without a cauſe, have 
. created real matter for jealouſy, 


7 1 am, Sir, your bumble ſervant, &c. 


NumMB. 


W 


” * 
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Nous. CXXVIIL Thurſday, Jah 8, 1756. 


Quod optimum fit quæritis convivium, 
In quod Cholaures non venit? Tl —_ 


Happy that houſe, where Fiddle never come, 
Horn, Hautbey, Harpfic bord, nor Kettle-Drum ! 


To W. 3 0 N. 
8 IR, | 
Y wife is mad, ſtark mad ; inf unleſs 
you can preſcribe ſome remedy for that 
ſtrange phrenzy which poſleſſes her, my peace 
of mind muſt be for ever broken, and my fortune 
inevitably ruined. You muſt know, Sir, that 
ſhe is afflicted with a diſorder exactly oppoſite 
to the bite of a Tarantula: for, as that is ſaid 
to admit of no cure but muſic, there is not a 
note in the Gamut, but what tends to heighten 
and inflame my wife's lunacy. 1 find it is the 
faſhion, in this age, for ſingers and fidlers to 
publiſh Appeals to the public: wherefore, * as 
you have hitherto liſtened to the complaints of 
huſbands, I muſt beg you now to conſider mine, 
and to ſuffer me alſo to appeal to the Pan by 
means of your paper. 


A FEW 
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A Few years ago buſineſs called me over to 
Traly ; where this unfortunate woman received 
the firſt touches of this diſorder. She ſoon con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for Taſte in general, 
Which ſettled at laſt in an unquenchable rage 

after muſical compoſitions. Solos, Sonatas, 
_ Operas, and Concertos, became her ſole em- 
ployment and delight, and fingers and muſicians 
her only company. At length, full of Italian 
| airs, ſhe returned to England, where alſo her 
whole happineſs has been centered in the or- 
cheſtra, and it has been her whole pride to be 
thought a Connoiſſcur in muſic. If there is an 
opera, oratorio, or concert, to be performed 
within the bills of mortality,, I do not believe, 
that the riches of the Indies could prevail on 
her to be abſent, Two, and only two, good 
conſequences flow from this madneſs ;. and thoſe 
are, that ſhe conſtantly attends St. Fames's 
chapel, for the ſake of the anthem and the reſt 
of the muſic ; and, out of the many pounds idly 
ſquandered on minims and ſemi-quavers, ſome 
few are dedicated to charities, which are pro- 
moted by muſica] performances, | 195 


Bur what makes this rage after- catgut more 
irkſome and intolerable to me is, that I have 
not "uu the leaſt idea of what they call Taſte, 

and 
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and it almoſt drives me mad to be peſtered with 
it. I am a plain man, and have not the leaſt 
ſpice of a Conmiſſeur in my compoſition; yet 
nothing will ſatisfy my wife, unleſs I appear as 
fond of ſuch nonſenſe as herſelf, About a 
month ago ſhe prevailed on me to attend her 

to the Opera, where every dying fall made her 
expire, as well as Lady Townly, She was ra- 
viſhed with one air, in extaſies at another, ap- 
plauded Ricciarelli, encored Mingotti, and, in 
ſhort, acted like an abſolute mad - woman; 
while the performance, and her behaviour, had 
a quite different effect upon me, who ſat dumb 
with confuſion, „ moſt muſical, moſt melan- 
&« choly,” at her elbow. When we came home 
again, ſhe ſeemed as happy as harmony could 
make her; but I muſt own, that I was all diſ- 
cord, and moſt heartily vexed at being made a 
fool in public. „ Well, my dear, ſaid ſhe, 
* how do you like the Opera?“ Zouns, 
© madam, I would as ſoon be dogged through 
e an horſepond, as go to an opera with you 
again.“ — 6 O fie, but you muſt be de - 
< lighted with The Mingotti.“ 6 The Min- 
& gottt ! The Devil.” 4 Well, I am ſorry 
« for it, Sir nenn but I find you have no 
« Ear, « Ear, madam ? I had rather 
* cut of. my ears, than ſuffer them to make 
cc me 
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„ me an ideot.“ To this ſhe made me no 
. reply, but began a favourite Opera tune; and, 
after taking a tour round the room, — one of 
| the 5 goofs lefe me alone. 


1 my wife could be ſatisfied, like other mu- 
ate ladies, with attending public performances, 
and now and then thrumming on her harpſi- 
chord the tunes ſhe hears there, I ſhould be 
content : but ſhe has alſo a concert of her own 
conſtantly once a week. Here ſhe is in fiill 
greater raptures than at the opera, as all the 
muſic is choſen and appointed by herſelf. The 
expence of this whim is monſtrous ; for not one 
of theſe people will open their mouths, or roſin 
a ſingle ſtring, without being very well paid for 
it. Then ſhe muſt have all the beſt hands and 
voices; and has almoſt as large a ſet of per- 
- formers in pay as the manager of the opera. It 
puts me quite out of patience to ſee theſe fellows, 
ſtrutting about my houſe, dreſt up like lords and 
gentlemen. Not a ſingle fidler, or finger, but 
what appears in lace or embroidery z and I once 


_ - *miſtook my wife's Chief renn for a foreign 
. er „ 


iy T is impoſſible to recount Fe numberleſs 
8 follies, to which this ridiculous paſſion for muſic | 


expoſes 
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expoſes her. Her devotion to the art makes her 
almoſt adore the profeſſors of it. A muſician 
is a greater man in her eye, than a duke; and 
ſne would ſooner oblige an opera · ſinger than a 
counteſs. She is as buſy in promoting their 
benefits, as if ſhe was to have the receipts of the 
houſe; and quarrels with all her acquaintance, 
who will not permit her to load them with 
tickets. Every fidler in town makes it is buſi- 
neſs to ſcrape an acquaintance with her; and 
an Italian is no ſooner imported, than ſhe be- 
comes a part of my wife's band of performers. 
In the late Opera diſputes, ſhe has been a moſt 
furious partizan; and it is impoſſible for any pa- 
triot to feel more anxiety for the danger of Blake- 
ney and Minorca, than ſhe has ſuffered on account 
of the 8 and the loſs of Mingotti, 


I vo not believe my wife has a ſingle idea 
except recitative, airs, counter - tenor, thorough- 
baſs, &c. which are perpetually ſinging in her 
head. When we ſit together, inſtead of joining 
in any agreeable converſation, ſhe is always 
either humming a tune, or “ diſcourſing moſt 
<« eloquent muſic.” Nature has denied her a 
voice; but, as Italy has given her "Taſte and a 
graceful manner, ſhe is continually ſqueaking 
out ſtrains, leſs melodious than the harmony of 
ballad- 


, 7 
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ballad-ſinging in our ſtreets, or pſalm-ſinging in 
à country church. To make her ſtill more ri- 

diculous, ſhe learns to play on that maſculine 
inſtrument, the baſs-viol ; the pleaſure of which 


nothing can prevail on her to forego, as the bas. 
viol, ſhe daily tells me, contains the whole power 


4 ne 1. four of er 


la aotioid; Mr. Thing hall I perſue 


| to cure my wife of this-muſical phrenzy ? I have 


ſome thoughts of holding weekly a burleſque 


Norotorio, compoſed of mock airs, with grand 
- accompanyments of the Jew's Harp, Wooden 
Spoons, and Marrowbones and Cleavers, on the 
ſame day with my wife's concert; and have ac- 
tually ſent to two of Mrs. Midnigbt's hands to 
teach me the art and myſtery of playing on the 
Broomſtick and Hurdy-Gurdy, at the ſame 
time that my wife learns on the baſs-viol. 
I have alſo a ſtrong rough voice, which will 


enable me to roar out Bumper Squire Jones, Roaſ! 


Bref,, or ſome other old Engliſh ballad, when- 


ever ſhe begins to trill forth her melodious airs 


in Italian. If this has no effect, I will learn to 
beat the drum, or wind the poſt-horn: and it 
+I ſhould ſtill find it impoſſible for noiſe and cla- 
mour to overeome the ſound of her voices and 
ee 1 have half . peremptorily to 


ut | 


- 
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ſhut my doors againſt ſingers and fidlers, and even 
to demoliſh her harpſichord and baſs-viol. 


BuT this, alas! is coming to extremities, 
which I am almoſt afraid to venture, and would 
endeayour to avoid. I have no averſion to 
muſic ; but-I would not be a fidler : nor do I 
diſlike company; yet I would as ſoon keep an 
inn, as convert my houſe into a theatre for all 
the idle things of both ſexes to aſſemble at. But 
my wife's affections are ſo wedded to the Gamut, 
| that I cannot deviſe any means to wean her from 
this folly. If I could make her fond of dreſs, 
or teach her to love cards, plays, or any thing 
but muſic, I ſhould he happy. This method of 
deſtroying my peace with harmony, is no better 
than tickling me to death; and to ſquander 
away ſuch ſums of money on a parcel of bawling 
ſcraping raſcals in laced coats and bag-wigs, is 
abſolutely giving away my eſtate for an old ſong. 
You, Mr. Town, are a profeſſed Connoiſſeur ; 
therefore either give me a little Taſte, or teach 
my wife to abandon it : for at preſent we are but 
a jangling pair, and there is not the leaſt har- 
mony between us, though, like bath and gene, 
we are obliged to An in concert. | 


1 a $ir, your humble ſervant, 


T | AakoN HoMKaN, 
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' Nuns, CXXIX. — 2 5 1756. 


— 


— Poſt cineres gloria ſera venit. Maxr, 


Pcs to our ah comes, alas ! tos iv; ; 


And oy Jon rank _ the . 


To Mr. TOWN. 


81 "Y 
| A M a rich old bichelor, abt; like other 


1 ancient gentlemen of that order, am very 
fond of being indulged in all my odd humour, 


and always having my own way. This is one 


with the 9 of being made my heir. 


reaſon I never married : for if my wife had 


been a ſhrewiſh termagant, ſhe would have 
Filled me; and if ſhe had been a tame domeſtic 
animal, I ſhould have killed her. But the way 


of life I have now fallen into is, of all others, 


the beſt calculated to gratify _ my. fantaſtical 


temper. I have no near relation, indeed, who 
will ſubmit to be treated as an humble couſin all 
my life, in hopes of being happy at my death; 
yet I abound in ſycophants and followers, every 
one of whom 1 delude, like another Volpone, 


The 
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The abject ſpirit of theſe wretches flatters me, 
and amuſes me. I am indolent, and hate con- 
tradiction; and can ſafely ſay, that not one of my 
acquaintance has contradicted me for theſe ſeven 


ars. There is not one of them but would be 
glad if I would ſpit in his face, or rejoice at a 
kick of the breech from me, if they thought I 


meant it as a token of my familiarity, When 


I am grave, they appear as dull as mutes at a 
funeral: when I ſmile, they grin like monkies: 
when I tell a filly ſtory, they chuckle over every 


ridiculous particular, and ſhake their ſides in ad- 


miration of my wit. Sometimes I pretend to be 
ſhort-ſighted, and then not one of them ſees 
farther than his noſe. They ſwallow ſour wine, 


eat 1 r and are proud to ride in 1 


1 HAVE A told of a certain rite, who 
brought his chaplains to ſuch a degree of ſer- 
vility, that after every deal at whiſt, they would. 
aſk him, what he would chuſe to have for 
trumps next deal ? I keep my fellows in equal 
good order. They all think me a cloſe old 


hunks; and, imagining that winning their 


money will put me in good humour with them, 
they practice all the arts of. ſharping to cheat 


themſelves. I have known them pack the cards 
OE wy 7 


Phd 
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at Whiſk, that I might hold all the four honours 


in my own hand: they will load the dice in my 
_ favour, at Hazard; pocket themſelves. on pur- 
| pole at Billiards; and, at Bowls, if any one is 


near winning the game, he never fails in the 


next caſt to miſtake his biaſs. It is impoſſible 
for the moſt deſpotic monarch-to be more abſo- 


* lute over his ſubjects, than I am over theſe 


flaves and ſycophants. Yet, in ſpite of all their 
endeavours to oblige me, I moſt heartily deſpiſe 
them; and have already drawn up a will, in 


which I have bequeathed to. each of them a 


ſhilling and a he 


B v T, though. 1 have ſettled in my mind 


what legacies I hall leave to them, 1 have not 


FL thoroughly reſolved in what manner I ſhall diſ- 


poſe of the bulk of my eſtate. Indeed I am 
fully determined, like moſt other wealthy 


| bachelors, either to leaye my fortune to. ſome 
oſtentatious pious uſes, or to perſons, whom 
have never ſeen, and for whoſe characters 1 


have not the leaſt regard or eſteem. To ſpeak 
ſincerely, oſtentation carries away my hole 
heart : but then it is a little difficult to find 
cout a new object to indulge my vanity, whilſt 

5 Kan on this 10 why gare; what 18 7 to me 


a certain 
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a certain proſpect of poſthumous fame, which is is 
1 ſo * to living . 


Tn E * holvitals. are ſo numerous, FEY my | 


name will be loſt among thoſe more known 
and eſtabliſhed of Guy, Morden, Bancroft, and 
I know not who. Beſides, in the ſpace of four 
or five centuries, perhaps, it may be thought, 
notwithſtanding my whole length picture and 


ſtatue, that I had aſſiſtance from. parliament. 
If I order my money to be laid out in churches, 
they will never be built: if in temples, gardens, 


lakes, obeliſks, and ſerpentine rivers, the next 
generation of the ſons of Taſte will demoliſh all 
my works, turn my rounds into ſquares, and my 
ſquares into rounds, and not leave even my buſt, 
althougn it were caſt in plaiſter of Paris by 
Mr. Ragſtrotu, or worked up in wax by Mr. 
Goupy. Or ſuppoſing, in imitation of ſome of 
my predeceſſors, I were to bequeath my fortune 
to my houſekeeper, and recommend her in my 
will as a pattern of virtue, diligence, and every 
good quality, what will be the effect? In three 
weeks after my death ſhe will marry an Iriſhman, 


and I ſhall not even enjoy my monument and 


marble | periwig in mm. 
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mh 


diſpoſal of my money by my laſt will and teſta- 
ment. While I am living it procures the moſt 


ſervile compliance with all my whims from my 
ſycophants, and ſeveral” other conveniencies : 


but I would fain buy fame with it after my 


death. Do but inſtruct me, how I may lay it 
out in the moſt valuable purchaſes of this fort ; 
only [diſcover ſome new object of charity, and 
perhaps I may bequeath you” A 8 8 of 
money for ee CE Tt? 


lam, Sir, your — fervant, - | 10 


Tue Vairats, 


Tr is faid Ae an old ou, has no mids. life | 


can be called happy or unhappy till his death; 

in like manner, I have often thought, that no 
words or actions are a better comment on 2 
perſon's temper and diſpoſition, than his laſt 
will and teſtament. This is a true portraiture 
of himſelf, drawn at full length by his own 
hand, in which the painting is apron very 
lively, and the features very ſtro ly 1 marked, 


I.!.n the diſcharge of this ſolemn act, le fign 


and ſeal themſelves, either wiſe 255 good cha- 
raters, or villains and fools: and any perſon 


that makes a | ridiculous will, and bequeaths' his 
 _ one) 


Nor RHINO perplexes me fo much as the 


" 64 _ A wy mb 
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to frivolous uſes, only takes a great deal 


of pains like Dogberry in the play, ce that he may 


66 * ſet down an aſs. V 


Tun love of fame governs our actions more 
univirkily than any other paſſion. All the reſt 
gradually drop off, but this runs through our 


whole lives. This perhaps is one of the chief 


inducements, that influences wealthy perſons 
to bequeath their poſſeſſions to oſtentatious 
uſes; and they would as willingly lay out a 


conſiderable ſum in buying a great name (if 


poſſible) at their deaths, as they would beſtow 
it on the purchaſe of a coat of heraldry, during 


their lives. They are pleaſed with leaving 
ſome memorial of their exiſtence behind them, 


and to perpetuate the remembrance of  them- 


— 


ſelves by the application of their money to ſome 


vain-glorious purpoſes; though the good gen- 
tlemen never did one act to make themſelves 
remarkable, or laid out a ſingle ſhilling in a 
laudable manner, while they lived. If an Apo- 
theſis were to be bought, how many rich 


rogues would be deified after their deaths! 


not a plumb in the city but would purchaſe 
this imaginary godſhip, as readily as he paid 


| for bent * at his firſt ſetting up z and 1 


K 2 doubt 
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doubt not but this fantaſtical diſtinction would 
de more frequent on an ne * 2 
coronet. 5 | 


: Tus diſpoſal of our fortunes by our Jaſt-will 
| ſhould: be conſidered as the diſcharge of a ſacred 
_ truſt, which we ſhould endeavour to execute in a 
juſt manner; and as we have had the enjoyment 
of rich poſſeſſions, we ought carefully to provide, 
that they may devolve to thoſe, who have the 
moſt natural claim to them. They who may 
firſt demand our favour, are thoſe who are allied 
to us by the ties of blood: next to theſe, ſtand 
thoſe perſons to whom we are connected by 
friendſhip ; and, next to our friends and relations, 
«mankind in general. But the humanity of a 
teſtator will not be thought very extenſive, 
though it reaches to poſterity, or includes the 
poor in general, if it neglects the objects 
of charity immediately under his eye, or thoſe 
individuals, who have the beſt title to his bene- 
volence. Virgil has placed thoſe rich men, 
who beſtowed none of their wealth on their 
relations, among the chief perſonages in his 
Hell. Wherefore I would adviſe my good cor- 
reſpondent Mr. Vainall firſt to conſider, whether 


| _ "he has not ſome poor relation, ſtarving perhaps 


in ſome diſtant part of the kingdom; after that, 
7 bet 
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Jet him look round, whether he has not ſome 


friends, whom he may poſlibly relieve from 
miſery and diſtreſs, But if he has no relation, - 


nor any perſon in the world that has any regard 
for him, before he begins to endow a college, 
or found an hoſpital, I ſhould take it as a par- 
ticular favour if he would leave his money to 


me, and will promiſe to immortalize his me- 


Wy: in the Connoi * 


Num. SNN Thurjday, Juh 22, 17 56. 


2 


— — Lyre ſolers, et cantor.—— Hon. 


Sweet Virtuoſa ! with what art ſhe ſongs, 
With what a guſto firikes the trembling firings ! 


" Have juſt received the following letter from 
lady Humlin, the muſical conſort of my late 


correſpondent Sir Aaron. , I ſhall not pretend to 
moderate in family-diſputes of ſo important a na- 
ture, but leave each party to ſpeak for themſelves, 


Mr. re 
RAY hear both ſides fairly, beton you 


judge; for (to uſe a vulgar expreſſion) one 


r is good, till the other is told. I am, Sir, 


the unfortunate wife of that inelegant (I had 
; a: almoſt 
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almoſt ſaid inſenſible) huſband, who, in your 
paper of the eighth inſtant, pronounces and 
* 1 f me to be mad, n mad. 


* 
* . fr. y 


I CONFESS and ad in my paſſion for e; 
hav” can there be a nobler or a more generous one? 
My nerves are naturally ſtrung to harmony, 
and variouſly affected by the various combinations 
of the Gamut. Some ſtay in Itah added ki! 
and taſte in i Add to my natural happy 
diſpoſition to muſic ; and the beſt judges, as 
well as the beſt. 2 in that country, 
allowed me to have an uncommon . NF 
virtz, I- both compoſe and perform, Sir: 


though I ſay it, perhaps few, even of the . 


feſſion, poſſeſs the contra. pumo and the cromatie 
better; and I have had the unſpeakable pleaſure 
of hearing my compoſitions and my performances 
dignified in Italy with the unanimous appellations 
of ſquiſi to, divino, and aderevole, 


_ Ts there any madneſs in this? Does not he 


better deſerve that imputation, whoſe breaſt is 
inſenſible and impenetrable. to all the charms 
and powers of harmony? To be plain, I mean 
my huſband; whom I have frequently ſeen yawn, 


nay leave the room, in the middle of the moſt 


Beh pathetic, 1 9 the moſt affecting 


Signora 


. 
— 
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Signora Mingotti, accompanied by the divine 
Signor di Giardino. And yet, — pardon this 
digreſſive tranſport, how irreſiſtible is the ex- 
preſſion, the melody, the cadences, the aps 
 gyraturas of that incomparable wirinaſa ! What 
energy, what delicacy, and what variety are in 
the inimitable compoſitions and. execution of the 
charming Signor di Giardino What an arpeggio 
he has, what a faccato, what an andante ! In 
ſhort, I may, I am ſure, with truth aſſert, that 
whether in the allegro or the piana, the adagio, 
the ex or the forte, he never had his equal. 
„Mr. Town, what an irretrievable loſs has 
this country ſuſtained! My good man, among 
his other qualifications, is a politician, you muſt 
know); and one of his principal objections againſt 
theſe virtuaſi is, that they are foreigners. He 
Hew into à violent paſſion with me laſt Sunday 
night, becauſe I had a concert at my houſe, 
when (he ſaid); ſuch bad news were received 
from abroad. I know not what he, and other 
muddy-headed politicians, may think: but let 
him talk what he will of The Blalenty, THE 
Governor, THE Admiral; I am ſure the nation 
cannot ſuſtain a greater evil, than the loſs of 
THE Mingotti; who, as the public prints will 
inform you, „ is gone to Holland, till her affairs 
= % inch: 45766736075 00. 


K4 Bur 


200 DD CONNOISSEUR: Ne. 1 ze. 
Bor however gothic my huſband may be, 
55 am fully determined to diſcharge the duty of 

a good wife. Accordingly, whenever he comes 
into my room, I fit down to my - harpſichord, 
and ſing and play the moſt ſoothing pieces of 
muſic, in hopes ſome time or other of hitting 
his uniſon, but hitherto to no purpoſe; and, to 
ſay the truth, I fear he has not one harmonic 


nerve in his whole ſy ſtem, though otherwiſe a 


man of good plain ſenſe. When he interrupts 
my performances (as in his letter he owns that 
he does) with wiſhing for the men from Mother 
Midnight's, with their wooden ſpoons, ſalt- boxes, 
jews-harps, and broomſticks, to play in concert 
with me; 1 anſwer him with all the gentleneſs 
and calmneſs imaginable—“ Indeed, my dear, 
you have not the leaſt notion of theſe things. 
It would be impoſſible to bring thoſe ridiculous 
« inſtruments into a concert, and to adapt a 
é thorough · baſs to them: they have not above 
e three notes at moſt, and thoſe cannot be 
« foftenute.” —** I wiſh for all that, anſwers he, 


that they were here: I ſhould like them better 


„ than all your Signers and Signaras; and I 
e am ſure hoy: www: coſt a e deal el" | 


"Tn 3 9 of — he when dwells upon, 
and | ſometimes even. ** warmth ; 3 to which 
of I reply, 


, 2 ; 
. 11 ” GO at 3 0 


I reply, with all the mildneſs that becomes a 


good wife, My dear, you have a good fortune 


A. of your own, . and 1 brought you ſill a better, 


« Of what uſe is money if not employed? 
« and how can it be better employed, than in 


« encouraging and rewarding diſtinguiſhed gu/to 


« and merit? Theſe people whom you call 


« ballad-ſingers and pipers, are people of birth, 


e though for the moſt part of ſmall fortunes ; 


ee and they are much more conſidered, as you 
„ know, in /taly, than all the greateſt ancient 
% Roman heroes, if revived, would now be. 
„They leave their own country, where they are 


« ſo. infinitely eſteemed for their moral as well 


4. as their muſical characters, and generouſly 
« ſacrifice all theſe advantages to our diverſion. 
„ Beſides, my dear, what ſhould we do with 
our money? Would you laviſh it away upon 
« foundling baſtards ; lying-in women, who have 
either no huſbands or too many; importunate 
„ beggars, all whoſe cries and complaints are 


<< the moſt ſhocking diſcords? Or, ſuppoſe that 


4 we were to ſave our money, and leave our 


children better fortunes, who knows but they 


might, as too many do, ſquander them away 


<« idly? whereas what we give to theſe. virtuofs, 


** we know, is given to merit. For my own 


KL parts my dear, I have infinite pleaſure, when 
al "a «I can 
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6 J can get any of them to accept of fifty or 
an hundred guineas; which, by the way, 
cannot always be brought about without ſome 
4 art and contrivance; for they are moſt ex- 
* ceedingly nice and delicate upon the point 
« of honour, eſpecially in the article of money. 
„ I lock upon ſuch trifling preſents as a debt 
< due to ſuperior talents and merit; and I en- 
„ deavour to inſinuate them in a way, that the 
«© receiver may not bluſh.” Here my huſband 
breaks out into a violent paſſion, and ſays, — 
« Oons, madam, ſhew me a wvitiuſo or a 
** wirtuoſa," (as you call them) who ever bluſhed 
& in their lives, and I will give them the fee- 
4 ſimple of my eſtate.” - You ſee, Mr. Tow, 
what a ſtrange man he is, that he has no idea 
of elegance and divertimenti; and when he i; 
ſio violently in a, I will leave you to Judge, 
Dan Wy is that 1 is al; ſtark mad. 


1. eee; fir my | ſtand is inſenſible, 
See to the moſt noble, generous, and 
ſtrongeſt of all human paſſions, a paſſion for 
muſic. That divine paſſion alone engroſſes the 
whole ſoul, and leaves no room for leſſer and 
vulgar cares; for you muſt certainly have ob- 
ſerved, Mr. Tow, that whoever has a paſſion 
820 and a thorough . ge of, muſic, is fit 
| x. | for 
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for no one other thing. Thus truly informed 


of my caſe, I am ſure e ee egen 
nn 1 Aaron and 


Tour very bumble ſean | 


Mania Hom, 
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Perfectos vetereſque referri debet, an inter 
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Here the «wiſe T. 12h in deer; 4 divas e 
rr e ee +) 106 
Th' old Dotard bere, whom childiſh paſſions rule, 
m__ his due name, an mop and d Fool. 0 
Oeder ation: or turn of. ah * 
IN cotally unfits a man for all the ſocial 
offices. of liſe, as Indolence. An idle man js 
a mere blank in the creation: he ſeems, mad 
for: no end, and lives to no purpoſe. He can- 
not engage himſelf in any employment or 
proſeſſion, becauſe he will never have diligence 
enough to follow it: he can ſucceed in no 


e for he e perſue it; 14 


| * 


muſt be a bad huſband, father, and relation, 
for he will not take the leaſt pains to preſerve 
his wife, children, and family, from ſtarving 


and he muſt be a worthleſs friend, ſor he would 


not draw his hand from his boſom, though to 
prevent the deſtruction of the univerſe. If he is 


born poor, he will remain ſo all his life, which 
he will probably end in a ditch, or at the 


© gallows: if he embarks in trade, he will be a 
bankrupt: and if he is a perſon of fortune, his 
ſtewards will acquire immenſe _ and he 
PN N will die in the Fleet, 

1 ſhould be conſidered, a nature a: not 
bring us into the world in a ſtate of perfection, 
but has left us in a capacity of improvement; 
which ſhould ſeem to intimate, that we ſhould 
Jabour to render ourſelyes excellent. Very few 


are ſuch abſolute ideots, as not to be able 


| to become at leaſt decent, if not eminent, in 
their ſeveral ſtations, by unwearied and keen 


appfication: nor are there any poſſeſſed of ſuch 


tranſcendant genius and abilities, as to render all 
pains and diligence unneceſſary. Perſeverance 


Will overcome difficulties, which at firſt appear 


inſuperable; and it is amazing to conſider, how 


peeat and numerous obſtacles may be removed 


by R continual 2 to any particular point. 


. 
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I will not mention here the trite example of 
| Demoſthenes, who got over the greateſt natural 
impediments to oratory, but content myſelf with 
a more modern and familiar | inſtance. Being 
at Sadler's Wells. a few nights ago, I could not 
but admire the ſurpriſing feats of activity there 
exhibited, and at the ſame time reflected, what 
incredible pains and labour it muſt have coſt 
the performers, to arrive at the art of writhing 
their bodies into ſuch various and unnatural 
contortions. But I was moſt taken with the 
ingenious artiſt, who, after fixing two bells to 
each foot, the ſame number to each hand, and, 
with great propriety, placing a cap and bells on 
his head, played ſeveral tunes, and went through 
as regular triple peals and Bob Majors, as the 
boys of  Chriſt-Church Hoſpital; all which he 
effected by the due jerking of bis arms and legs, 
and nodding his head backward and forward. 
If this artiſt had taken equal pains to employ 
his head in another way, he might perhaps have 
been as deep a proficient in numbers as Jedediah 
Buxton, or at leaſt. a tolerable modern rhimer, 
of which he is now no bad emblem: and if 
our fine ladies, would uſe equal diligence, they 
might faſhion their minds as ſucceſsfully, as 
Madam en diſtorts her body. | 


'$ 


Tunis 


206 The CONNOISSEUR. Ne. 137. 
"4 THERE is not in the world a more uſeleſs 
idle animal, than he who contents himſelf with 
being merely a Gentleman. He has an eſtate, 
therefore + he will not endeavour to acquire 
knowledge: he is not to labour in any voca- 
tion, therefore he will do nothing. But the 
misfortune” is, that there is no ſuch thing in 
nature as negative virtue, and that abſolute 
idleneſs is impracticable. He, who does no 
good, will certainly do miſchief; and the mind, 
if it is not ſtored with uſeful knowledge, will 
neceſſarily become à magazine of nonſenſe and 
trifles. Wherefore a Gentleman, though he is 
not "obliged to riſe to open his ſhop, or work 
at his trade, ſhould always find ſome ways of 
employing bis time to advantage. If he makes 
no advatices in ' wiſdom, he will become more 
and more a flave to folly; and he that does 
nothing, becauſe he has 'nothing to do, will 
become vicious and abandoned, or at beſt ridi- 
8 55 and pelt ene A034 7 
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13 1 D 0 not know a deen w. eien 
than a man of an honeſt heart and fine natural 
abilities, whoſe good qualities are thus deſtroyed 
by Indolence. Such a perſon i is a conſtant plague 
* all his friends and acquaintance, with all the 


means in his power of adding to their * l 
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and ſuffers himſelf to rank among the loweſt 
characters, when he might render himſelf con- 
ſpicuous among the higheſt. Nobody is more 
univerſally beloved, and more univerſally avoided 
than my friend Careleſs. He is an humane man, 
who never did a beneficent action; and a man 
of unſhaken integrity, on whom it is impoſlible 
to depend. Witk the beſt head, and the beſt 
heart, he regulates his conduct in the moſt 
abſurd manner, and frequently injures © his 
friends; for whoever negles' to do juſtice to 
himſelf, muſt inevitably wrong thoſe with whom 

be is connected; and it is by no means a true 


maxim, ere an idle man hurts ee ak 
Himſelf, u e . 2 7 4 L «32 
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Vir ow" FIG its - ub to de added in 
2 light of mere innocence, or abſtaining from 
harm; but as the exertion of our faculties in 
doing good: as Tituc, when he bad let a day 
flip, undiftingulſhed by ſome act of virtue; cried 
out, “ I have loſt a day.“ If we regard our 
time in this light, how many days ſhall We look 
back upon as irretrieveably loſt? and to how 
narrow a compaſs would ſuch a method of cal- 
culation frequently reduce the longeſt life? If 
we were to number our days, according as we 
have applied hom to virtue, it would occaſion 
* 


208 Th OONNOISSEUR. Ne. 131, 
ſtrange revolutions in the manner of reckoning 


the ages of men. We ſhould ſee ſome few ar- 


rived to a good old age in the prime of their 
youth, and meet wo, ene young. en of 
ee 1 775 


a 


eng ank E on his way _ thinking, 1 re- 


Med man, fogr, years old ; dating_.his 3 
from, the time of his reformation from evil 
courſes. The inſcriptions. on moſt tomb-ſtones 


commemorate no acts of virtue performed by 


the perſons, who lie under them, but only re- 
cord, that they were born one day, and died 
another. But I would fain have thoſe people, 
whoſe lives have been uſeleſs, rendered of ſome 
ſervice/ after their deaths, by affording leſſons of 
_ inſtruction and morality to. thoſe they leave be- 
Hind them. Wherefore I could wiſh, that, in 
every pariſh, ſeveral acres. were marked out for 
a new and ſpacious Burying-Ground : in which 
every perſon, whoſe remains are there depoſited, 
ſhould. have a ſmall. ſtone. laid over them, 
reckoning . their age, according to the manner 


in which they have improved or abuſed the 


7 2 allotted them in their lives. In ſuch cir- 
ee the 1 0 on a x colin =o be the 
115 : | 3 419311 higheſt 


receive; and a little ſquare ſtone, inſcribed 
with Ob. Ann. tat. 80, would be a nobler 


nature, allowing for the partiality of ſurvivors, 
which would certainly point out the moſt bril- 
| liant actions of their dead friends, we might 


perhaps ſee ſome inſcri ptions „ not n unlike 


> * 


Here lie "RR remains * a e 3 
aged 50, who died in her fifth year. She was 


born in her eighteenth: year,” and was untimely 


en * che ee in * e : 


00 ws in a "T8 the mortal part 


of L. B. a Freethinker, aged 88, an Infant. 
He came into the world by chance in the year 


—, and was annibilated in the firſt year of | 


his age. 


; . continue to rot the bones of a noted 
Buck, an embryo, which never ſhewed any 
ſigns of life; but after twenty-three years was fo. 
totally putrified, that it could not hy mo above 


en wy longer, 
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higheſt panegyric which the deceaſed could 


_ eulogium, than all the lapidary adulation of 
modern epitaphs. In a Burying-Ground of this 


Here 
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Here lies the ſwoln carcaſe of a Boon Com- 
panion, who was born in a dropſy in his 40th 
year. He lingered in this condition, till he was 
obliged to be tapped; when he relapſed into bis 
former condition, and died in the ſecond year 
of his age, and r e his rome. 
Hi ont #13: 319 TER VE 5 {45h 

Here lies Jaas Da , a convert from 
ve, aged 64. He was born and chriſte ned 


in his ſixty-firſt year, and died in * true F aith 
James e 1 ; 


$ It 


my STS ft it 5 r 


„Here is depolat he body t of abs, * 
| Beau n. who: was born at court in the 

year ——, on 2 Brrthnight, and died of grief 
in his frond ore Aeg nicks court 8 $ Seins into 
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l SEEN 1 LE n n. PIER 


| Nows. . een Ac "_ 5 . m 


Odi profanum Vulgus, et arces, a 7 "Fox: 


bb 
1 n a work 0 eee fin. 


rows not wo e nene; 95 can 
I happen to a young fellow, at his firſt ſetting 
out in life, than his falling into Low Company. 
He that ſinks to a familiarity with perſons much 
below his own level, will be conſtantly weighed 
down by his baſe connections; and, though he 
may eaſily plunge ſtill lower, he will find it 
almoſt impoſſible ever to riſe again. He will 
alſo inevitably contract a mean air, and an 
illiberal diſpoſition; and you can no more give 
him an ingenuous turn of mind, by a ſudden 
introduction to genteel company, than you can 
make an apprentice à fine gentleman, by drefling 
bim in embroidery : though experience teaches 
us, that the mind is, unhappily, ſooner diſtorted 
than reformed; and a gentleman will as readily 
catch the manners of the vulgar, by mixing 
with ſuch mean affociates, as' he would daub 
his cloaths with loot,” by F, Want A 


e eee 
A Paor ian 
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ARO ERNSITY to low company is owing, 
either to an original meanneſs of ſpirit, a want 
of education, or an ill - placed pride, commonly 
ariſing from both the fore- mentioned cauſes. 
- Thoſe, who are naturally of, a groveling diſ- 
poſition, ſhew it even at ſchool, by chufing their 
playfellows from the ſcum of the claſs ; and are 
never ſo happy, as when they can ſteal down 
to romp with the ſervants in the kitchen. They 
have no emulation in them: they entertain 
none of that decent pride, which is ſo eſſential a 
requiſite in all characters; and the total abſence 
of which, in a boy, is a certain indication that 
his riper age will be contemptible. I remember 
a young fellow of this caſt, who, by his early 
attachment to Low Company, gave up all the 
advantages of a good family and ample fortune. 
He not only loſt all his natural intereſt. in the 
county, where his eſtate Was ſituated, but was 
not honqured with the acquaintance of one gen- 
tleman in it. He lived, indeed, chiefly in town, 
and at an expence ſufficient to have maintained 
him among thoſe of the firſt rank; but he was 
ſo perpetually ſurrounded with men of the loweſt 


5 character, that people of faſhion, or even thoſe 


| of. a much. inferior fortune, would have thought 
it infamous to be ſeen with bim. All the while, 
he was reckoned, by his aſſociates, to be a 
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mighty good-natured gentleman, and without 
bes . dit of uw! in bim. 


1 is one > of the greateſt advantages of os 
cation, that it encourages an ingenuous ſpirit, 
and cultivates a liberal diſpoſition. We do not 
wonder, that a lad who has never been ſent to | 
ſchool, and whoſe faculties have been ſuffered to 
ruſt at the hall-houſe, ſhould form too cloſe an 
intimacy with bis beſt; friends, the groom and 
the game-keeper ;. but. it would amaze us to ſee 
| boy, well educated, cheriſh this ill- placed pride 
of 5 as it is called, the head of the com- 
pany. A perſon of this humble ambition will 
be very well content to pay the reckoning, for 
the honour. of being "diſtinguiſhed by the title 
of The Gentleman; while he is- unwilling 

to aſſociate with men of faſhion, - leſt they 
ſhould be his ſuperiors in rank or fortune; or 
with men of parts, leſt they ſhould excel him in 
abilities. Sometimes, indeed, it happens, that 

a: perſon; of genius and learning. will ſtoop to 
receive the incenſe, of mean and illiterate flat- 
terers in a porter - houſe or cyder-cellar ; 3. and 1 
remember. to have heard. of a, poet, who was 

once caught in a brothel in the very fact, 
of ne bis verſes to the good old mother and 
2 oct of her dau ghters, . FT. 
Bas 3 Turns 


5 


21 D CONNOISSEUR. N. 133. 
Turn r are ſome few, who have been led 
into Low Company, merely from an affeQation 


of Humour; and, from a defire of ſeeing the 


droller ſcenes of life, have deſcended to aſſociate 
with the meaneſt of the mob, and picked their 
cronies from lanes and alleys. The moſt ſtriking 
inſtance T know of this low paſſion for drollery 
is Toby Bumper, a young fellow of family and 


fortune, and not without talents, who has taken 


more than ordinary pains" to degrade himſelf; 


and is now become almoſt as low a character, 
as any of thoſe whom” he has choſen for his 


companions. T7 will drink 'purl in a morn- 
ing, fmoke his pipe in a night-cellar, dive for a 
dinner, or eat Black- puddings at Bartholbmerb 
Fair, for t the humour of the thing“ He has 
alſo ſtudied, and practiſes, all the plebeian arts 


and exerciſes, under the beſt maſters; and has 


diſgraced himſelf with every impolite accom- 

pliſnment. He has had many a ſet-to with 
Bucthorſe; and has now and then had the 
| honour of receiving à fall from the great 
Brangęhton "himſelf. * Nobody is better known 
Ang ü- Mück eyes wglen, un 2a ibrother 


ig at the noble game of ptiſon-bars, he is 


a match even fot the natives of Efex' or Cheſhire; 
and he is frequently engaged in the” Artillery 


ground with Faulkner” and Dingate at cricket, 


THAIS 1 1 and 


* 


> 
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and is himſelf eſteemed as good at Bat as either 
of the Bennet. Another of Toby's favourite 
amuſement is, to attend the executions at 
Tyburn; and it once happened, that one of his 
familiar intimates was unfortunately brought 
thither ; when Toby carried his regard to his 
deceaſed friend ſo far, as to get himſelf knocked 
down in endeavouring to reſcue the body from 
the __— 


| g. li 96 

Aa. Taly affedts £ tor mimic, in every particular, 
| the air and manners of the vulgar, he never fails 
to enrich his converſation with their emphatic 
oaths, and expreſſive dialect; which recommend 
him as a man of excellent e. and high fun, 
among the Choice Spirits at Comus's Court, or 

at the mectings. of. the, Sons of ſound ſenſe. and 
 ſatisfaftion,.. He is alſo particularly famous for 
ſinging thoſe cant ſongs, drawn up in the bar- 
barous dialect of ſharpers and pickpockets ; the 
humour of which he often heightens, by ſcrewing 
up his mouth, and rolling about a large quid 
of tobacco between his jaws. Theſe and other 
like accompliſhments frequently promote | bim to 
the chair in 1 theſe Hacetious Societies, . 1 ; 


"Tos BY has indulged the fame notions ot 
Humour even in his a amours; and is well known 


i 
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to every ſtreet · walker between Charing-Croſs and 


 Cheapfide. :This has given ſeveral ſhocks to his 


conſtitution, and oſten involved him in unlucky 
ſerapes. He has been frequently bruiſed, beaten, 


and kicked, by the bullies. of Wapping and Fleet. 


dieb; and was once ſoundly drubbed by a 
ſoldier, for engaging with his trull, in St. Fame:'s 
Park. The laſt time I ſaw him, he was laid up 


with two black eyes and a broken pate, which 


be go in a midnight ne; 8 a neſs, 
in a ee *** 
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Sex horas Gat totidem des legibus quis; 
Quatuor orabis, des epuliſque duas. 

5 1 N ultro Berit 10 3 Cameenis.* 
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81 1 R, 6 © Midde Temple. 
Ir 1 look into the . inns of court, he 


profeſſed ſtudents of the law compoſe a very 


numerous rh buy if we afterwards turn our _ 
1 Se is todas" the Lady of the Juper, 


inquiries certainly proceeds from the fatal miſ- 
takes in the plan of ſtudy hitherto recommended. 


According to all ſyſtems now extant, it is abſo- 


lately impoſſible to be at once a lawyer and a 
fine gentleman. Seeing with concern the many 
evils ariſing from theſe erroneous principles, I 


have at length deviſed a method to remedy all 


theſe inconveniences ; a method, now very ſuc- 
ceſsfully practiſed by ſeveral young gentlemen. 


Wherefore I muſt beg leave to ſubmit my 


thoughts to the public by means of your paper, 


and to chalk out the out- lines of a treatiſe, now 
ready for the preſs, intitled The Complete Bar- 
riſter, or, A New Lit, of the Laws of 


wiper of 


M Y Lind Cole 3 to our 3 to 


follow: the advice given in the ancient verſes, | 


prefixed to this. letter, for the good ſpending of 


the day: Six hours to lleep, ſux to the ſtudy 
Yor, IV. | L 2M of 
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eyes on thoſe few, who are employed in exer- 
ciſing their talents in 7efmin/ter- Hall, this pro- 
digious army of lawyers ſhrinks to a very thin 
and inconſiderable corps. "Thouſands, it ſeems, 
are diſguſted with the unpleaſing dryneſs of the 
ſtudy, as it is now managed, and conceive an 
unconquerable averfion to the white leaves and 
the old black letter. This early diſlike to legal 
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of the law, four to prayer, two to meals, 
ec and the reſt to the Muſes.“ But what an 
abſurd and unfaſhionable diſtribution of the four- 
and- twenty hours! I will venture a thouſand 
pounds to a ſhilling, that not one ſtudent in the 
kingdom divides his time in this manner. Here 
is not a ſingle word of Vauxhall, Ranelagh, the 
theatres, or other public diverſions; not to men- 
tion, that nobody but a methodiſt would ever 
think of praying four hours; and that it would 
be impoſſible, though we were content with 
Tapping up a chop every day at Betty, to diſ- 
patch even dinner in two. How then ſhall we 
reconcile theſe precepts, ſcarce practicable by an 
hermit, to the life of a young gentleman, who 
keeps the beſt company; or how can theſe rules 
for ſevere application be made conſiſtent with the 
practice of thoſe, who divide their whole time 
between eating, drinking, ſleeping, and amuſe- 
ments? Well knowing that the volatile diſpoſi- 
tions of the young gentlemen of the preſent age 
can never ſubmit the ordering of their lives to 
any preſcribed rules, I have endeavoured to 
| b aa my precepts to their lives; and have fo 

contrived the matter, that amidſt the keeneſt 


n of their pleaſures, they ſhall be engaged 
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As laws are chiefly nothing elſe but rules of 
action, what can be more cruel and abſurd, than 
to coup up a briſk young man, to learn, in his 
chambers, what he can ſo much better teach 
himſelf by going abroad into the world? I pro- 
poſe to doſe gentlemen with ſtudy, as Dr. Rock 
does with-phyſic, to be taken at home or abroad, 
without loſs of time or hindrance of buſineſs. 
This, I am convinced, is not only the beft 
method, but alſo the only ſcheme which ſeveral 
inhabitants of the -inns of court would ever 
follow. I ſhall not at preſent foreſtall the con- 
tents of my treatiſe, by preſenting you with a 
dry abſtraCt of it, but rather endeavour to give 
you an indea of the ſpirit and manner in which 
it is written, by delineating the plan diligently 
perſued by one of my favourite pupils: and I 
cannot but congratulate the bar, that ſo many 
young men, inſtead of blinding their eyes and 
bewildering their underſtandings with Coke, 
Plawden, Salkeld, &c. have ſenſe enou gh to 
follow the ame courſe of 557. 


Tou Rror, the principal 8 of my 
<laſs of ſtudents, was ſent to the Temple, not 

with any intention that he ſhould become a 
great lawyer, but merely becauſe, for a few 
Jean, nis father did not know how to e 
L 3 of 


. n oy N 
a — * OO * 6 3 * 
2 12 8 * 7 * * 2 99 1*3 
* * mr 4 
* 1 £ o 
: 


220 Th CONNOISSEUR." Ne, 133. 


of him otherwiſe : but ſo unwearied has been 
his application to the new method, that his 


father and the reſt of his friends will, I doubt 


not, be ſurpriſed at his wonderful proficiency, 
As nothing is of more conſequence to thoſe 
gentlemen, who intend to harangue at the bar, 


than the acquiring a ready elocution, and an 


_ eaſy habit of delivering their thoughts in public, 
to this I paid particular attention. For this 
purpoſe, I adviſed him- to a diligent attendance 
on the theatres ; and I aſſure you, Mr. Town, 


he never fails to take notes at a new play, and 


| ſeldom or never miſſes appearing at one houſe 
or the other, in the green boxes. He has alſo 
gathered many beautiful flowers of rhetoric, 
unblown upon by all other orators ancient or 
modern, from the Robin Hood Society; and at 
the ſame place he has collected the ſtrongeſt 
arguments on every ſubject, and habituated 
himſelf to modes of reaſoning never hitherto 
introduced into courts of juſtice. But what has 
been of more than ordinary ſervice to him, 
and is particularly recommended by Lord Cole 


\_ himſelf, who calls “ conference the life of 


<« ſtudy,” is his ſo frequent attendance at George's, 


| | and the other coffee-houſes about the Temple, 


"where every ſtudent has ſo many opportunities 


2 5 of benefiting himſelf by daily converſation with 


CO, 
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counſellors, attornies, clerks to attornies, and 
other ſages of the law. 1 

Tux law is intended to take cognizance of 
all our actions; wherefore my pupil, who is 
fond of exerting his faculties in polite life, has 
already digeſted almoſt all the grand leading 
points of the law into a journal of his tranf- 
actions, which I ſhall lay before my readers at 
large in my treatiſe, as the beſt method for 
a common - place - book. Thus, for inſtance, 
having been frequently employed, after leaving 
the Shakeſpeare, in what is called beating the 
rounds, it has happened to him to be taken into 
cuſtody by the magiſtrate of the night, and 
carried the next morning before a juſtice ; by 
which means he has attained as full a know- 
ledge of certain parts of the duty of a conſtable 
and juſtice of peace, as could be collected from 
Dalton, Blackerby, or Burn. Certain imperti- 
nences of his taylor and other tradeſmen have 
given him a very clear notion of the laws of 
arreſt, and been of as much ſervice to him as 
the beſt treatiſes on bail and mainprize. Beſides 
which, the ſeveral ſums of money which he has 
taken up at different times, payable on his 
father's death, have opened to him ſome dif- 
ficult points in conveyancing, by teaching him 

3 £3 1 
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the nature of bonds, deeds, &c. and have at 
the ſame. time ſhewn him what Lord Cote calls 
„ the amiable and admirable ſecrets of the 
i common law, by unravelling to him the 
intricate doctrines of reverſion and remainder, 
as well as the general nature of eſtates. Thus 
he is continually improving; ; and whenever he 
mall happen to commit a rape, or a genteel 
murder, it will ſerve him for matter of inſtruc- 
tion, as well as any hiſtory of the pleas of the 
orown, and give him an inſight into the nature 
of the practice and extent of the juriſdiction of 
our cout pe Jae. 


B this <a of ftudy no time is. holt; ſo that, 
while other ſtudents are idling away their vaca- 
tion in the country, my pupil is daily improving. 
there. As he is a member of the aſſociation, 
he is very converſant in all the laws enacted for 
the preſervation of the game; and he picks up 
all the learning of the circuit, by dancing at the 
Balls at the affizes. As his father has a place, 


be is employed in canvaſſing for votes at the 


time of an election, which inſtructs him in all 
the points of law touching thoſe matters. He 
was principally concerned in diſcovering the 
Cuftomary Tenants, that new ſpecies of free- 
Holders 1 to Lane Coke, and all the 

* 
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lawyers of antiquity: and he is ſo intimately 


acquainted with all the doctrine contained in the 
ſeveral clauſes of the bribery act, that I propoſe 
publiſhing in the body of my treatiſe Les Read- 


ings Del Men Seaigmor Riot _ er 
4 2 Ge. II. &&. . 


By this time, Mr. Tow N, you muſt perceive, 


that the ground of my ſcheme is, in ſhort, no 
more than this, viz. that the ſtudent ſhould re- 
gard his life as a kind of commentary on the 
law, as it is recommended to the clergy to be- 

come examples of the doctrine they teach. Or, 
to bring my illuſtration more home to theſe gen- 
tlemen, let them learn the law by being occa- 


ſionally intereſted in different parts of it; as they 
become in ſome meaſure doCtors of phyſic from 


Frequent need of it, and can cure themſelves, in 
certain Caſes, as well as Rack himſelf. Inſtead 
of poring over books, a gentleman need only 


obſerve, how far the law and his actions tally 


with each other; and as it is ſaid by Lord Cole, 
e that the knowledge of the law is like a deep 


e well, out of which each man draweth accord- 


ing to the ſtrength of his underſtanding,” fo, 
in purſuance of my plan, the ftudent will im- 
prove according to the eagerneſs with which he 
engages in his pleaſures: and this, no doubt, 
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was intended by Lord Coke, as it is the moſt 
' obvious interpretation of his words, when he 
concludes the compariſon. by ſaying, that 
« when the profeſſor of the law can dive into 
e the depth, it is delightful, eaß, and without 
40 any heavy burthen, ſo long as he 1 himſelf 
in his own me element.” | 


. IR N Mr. T ow, can 1 more de- 
lightful, eaſy, and without any heavy burthen, than 
Inſtitutes of this nature? I have indeed often 
looked with concern upon thoſe unhappy gen- 

tlemen, who have impaired their health by the 

old method of ſtudy, and conſidered them as 
martyrs to huge volumes of reports and ſtatutes 
at large: my pupils will be in no danger of 
theſe misfortunes. It is recorded of an eminent 
counſellor, of the North family, (who, being one 
of the ableſt practitioners at the bar, was over- 
loaded with buſineſs,) that ſometimes chufing 

to retire a while from hurry and perplexity, 
he would ſay to his clerk, „Tell the people 
« I do not practiſe this term.” This proper 
relaxation I always recommend to my pupils, 
and have ſome reaſon to think they are prudent 
enough to embrace it; for, as I am acquainted 

with ſeveral ſtudents on the new plan, and do 
not gender to have ſeen them doing any 
„ buſineſs 
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buſineſs in the courts for ſome time, I ſuppoſe 
they had given notice to. their clerks « to tell 
„ the prople that they did not praRtiſe in thoſe 
6 terms.” 

1 am, Si, y your e ae 


= IGNORAMUS. 
1 1 


No. CXXXIV. Thurſdey, fag, 19, 1756. 


Delicta majorum immeritus lues, 

Romane, donec templa refeceris 

_ Adeſque labentes Deorum, et 
 Farda nigro ſimulacra ſumo. Hook. 


We tott? ring tow'r, and e walls repair, 
And fill with decency the houſe of pray r: 
Dick to the needy curate bring relief, 
And deck the pariſh-church without q brief. 


Mr. VILLAGE to. Mr. TO W N. 


Dear Covsin, 


HE country at . no leſs than * 
metropolis, abounding with politicians of- 

every kind, I begun to deſpair of picking up any 
„ that might poſlibly be entertaining 
| Ls | tos 


* a 
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to your readers. However, I have lately viſited 
ſome of the moſt diſtant parts of the kingdom 


with a clergyman of my acquaintance: I ſhal!l 


not trouble you with an account of the improve- 


ments that have been made in the ſeats we ſaw 
according to the modern taſte, but proceed to 


give you ſome reflections, which occurred to us 
on obſerving ſeveral country churches, and the 
hehaviour of their congregations. 


TH et  ruinous condition of ſome of theſe 
edifices,. gave me. great offence ; and I could. 
not help wiſhing, that the honeſt vicar, inſtead 


of indulging his genius for improvements, by 


incloſing his gooſeberry-buſhes within a Chineſe 
rail, and converting half an acre of his glebe- 


land into a bowling-green, would have applied 
part of his income to the more laudable purpoſe, 


of ſheltering his pariſhioners from the weather, 
during their attendance on divine ſervice. It is 
no uncommon thing to ſee the parſonage-houſe 
well thatched, and in exceeding good repair, while 


the church perhaps has ſcarce any other roof than 
the ivy that grows over it. The noiſe of owls, 
- bats,. and magpies, 'makes a principal part of the 
| church-muſic in many of theſe ancient edifices ; 
and the walls, like a large map, ſeem to be 


5 Portioned out into capes, ſeas, and nnn i 


* 
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by the various colours with which the damps 
have ſtained them. Sometimes, the foundation 
being too weak to ſupport the ſteeple any longer, 
it has been found expedient to pull down that 
part of the building, and to hang the bells under 
a wooden ſhed on the ground beſide it. This 
is the caſe in a pariſh in Norfolk, through which 
I lately paſſed, and where the clerk and the 
ſexton, like the two figures at St. Dunſtan's, 
ferve the bells in capacity of clappers, = ſtrikin 8 
them e y with an hammer. 


In other churches 1 810 obſerved, that no- 
thing unſeemly or ruinous is to be found, 
except in the clergyman, and the appendages 
of his perſon. The *ſquire of the pariſh, or. 
his anceſtors: perhaps, to teſtify their devotion, 
and leave a laſting monument of their magni» 
| ficence, have adorned the altar-piece with the 
richeſt crimſon velvet, embroidered with . vine- 
leaves and ears of wheat; and have dreſſed up 
the pulpit with the ſame ſplendor and expence; 
while the gentleman, who fills it, is exalted, in 
the midſt of all this finery, with a ſurplice as 
dirty as a farmer's frock, and a periwig that 
ſcems to have transferred it's faculty of curling 
to the band, which pens in full buckle be- 
ry it. 

FL 6 Dor 
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Bur if I was concerned to ſee ſeveral diſ- 
treſſed paſtors, as well as many of our country 
churches in a tottering condition, I was more 
_ offended with the indecency of worſhip in 

others. I could wiſh that the clergy would 
inform their congregations, that there is no 
occaſion to ſcream themſelves hoarſe in making 
the reſponſes; that the town-crier is not the 
only perſon qualified to pray with due devotion ; 
and that he who bauls the loudeſt may, never- 
theleſs, be the wickedeſt fellow in the pariſh, 
The old women too in the aile might be told, 
that their time would be better employed in 
attending to. the ſermon, than in fumbling over 
| their tattered teſtaments till they have found the 

text; by which time the diſcourſe is near draw- 
ing to a concluſifh : while a word or two of 
_ inſtruction might not be thrown away upon the 
younger. part of the congregation, to teach them 
that making poſies in ſummer time, and cracking 


nuts in autumn, is no part of the religious 
POE 


Tux AO old pradice of — is, 
indeed, wonderfully improved in many country 
churches ſince the days of Sternhold and Hopkins ; 
and there is ſcarce a pariſh-clerk, who has ſo 
little taſte as not to pick his ſtaves aut of the 
1 ds 3 New 


— 
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New Verſion. This has occaſioned great com- 
plaints in ſome places, where the clerk has been 
forced to bawl by himſelf, becauſe the reſt of 
the congregation cannot find the pſalm at the 
end of their prayer-books ; while others are 
highly diſguſted at the innovation, and ſtick as 
obſtinately to the Old Verſion as to the Old 
Stile. The tunes themſelves have alſo been 
new-ſet to jiggiſh meaſures; and the ſober 
draw. which uſed to accompany the two firſt 
ſtaves of the hundredth pſalm with the gloria 
patri, is now ſplit into. as many quavers as an 
| Jtalian air. For this purpoſe there is in every 
county an itinerant band of vocal muſicians, 
who make it their buſineſs to- go round to all 
the churches in their turns, and, aſter a prelude 
with the pitch- pipe, aſtoniſh the audience with 
hymns ſet to the new Winche/ter meaſure, and 
anthems of their own compoſing. As theſe 
new-faſhioned pſalmodiſts are neceſſarily made 
up of young men and maids, we may naturally 
ſuppoſe, that there is a perfect concord and ſym- 
phony between them: and, indeed, I have 
known it happen, that theſe ſweet fingers. have 
more than once been brought into diſgrace, by 
too cloſe an uniſon between. the thorough-baſs, 
and the treble. 


Tr 
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TT: is a difficult matter to decide, which is 
| locked upon as the greateſt man in a country 
church, the parſon or his clerk, The latter 
is moſt certainly held in higher veneration, 
where the former happens to. be only a poor 
curate, who rides poſt every ſabbath from village 
to village, and mounts and diſmounts at the 
church · door. The clerk's office is not only to 
tag the prayers with an Amen, or uſher in the 


ſermon with a ſtave; but he is alſo the univerſal 


father to give away the brides, and the ſtanding 
god - father to all the new- born bantlings. But 
in many places there is a ſtill greater man be- 
Jonging to the church, than either the parſon or 
the clerk himſelf. The perſon I mean is the 

Squire; who, like the King, may be ſtiled 
Head of the Church in his own pariſh, If the 
benefice be in his own gift, the vicar is his 
creature, and of conſequence intirely at his de- 


|  votion: or, if the care of the church be left 


to a curate, the Sunday fees of roaſt beef and 
plumb pudding,. and a liberty to ſhoot in the 
manor, will bring him as much under the 
*Bquire's command as his dogs and horſes. For 
this reaſon: the bell is often kept tolling, and the 
people waiting in the church yard, an hour 
longer than the uſual time; nor muſt the ſervice 

begin 'till the bes has ſtrutted up the aile, 
and 
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and ſeated himſelf in the great pew in the 
chancel. The length of the ſermon is alſo 
meaſured by the will of the Squire, as formerly 
by the hour-glaſs: and I know one pariſh, 
where the preacher has always the complaiſance 
to conclude his diſcourſe, however abruptly, the 
minute that the *Squire gives. the cena by riling 
Wl after his nay. | 


Ix a village ha the *Squire's lady or the- 
vicar's wife are perhaps the only females, that. 
are ſtared at for their finery : but in the larger 
cities and towns, where the neweſt faſhions are 
brought down weekly by the ſtage- coach or 
waggon, all the wives and daughters of the moſt 
topping tradeſmen vie with each other every 
Sunday in the elegance of their apparel. I could 


| even trace their gradations in their dreſs, accord- 


ing to the opulence, the extent, and the diſtance 
of the place from Landon. I was at church in 
a populous city in the North, where the mace- 
bearer cleared the way for Mrs. Mayoreſs, who 
came ſidling after him in an enormous fan-hoop, 
of a pattern which had never been ſeen before 
in thoſe parts. At another church, in a corpo- 
ration town, I ſaw ſeveral Negligees, with fur- 
belowed aprons, which had long diſputed the 
prize of ſuperiority : but - theſe were moſt woe- 
ey e * a burgeſs's daughter, juſt come 
0 
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from London, who appeared in a. 'Trolloppe or 
Slammerkin, with treble ruffles to the cuffs, 
pinked and gymped, and the ſides of the pet- 
ticoat drawn up in feſtoons. In ſome leſſer bo- 
rough towns, the conteſt, I found, lay between 


three or four black and green bibs and aprons : 


at one, a grocer's wife attracted our eyes, by a 

_ new-faſhioned cap, called a Joan; and, at ano- 

ther, they were wholly taken up by a mercer's 
daughter, in a Nun's Hood. 


I uxxp not ſay any thing of the behaviour 
of the congregations in theſe more [polite places 
of religious reſort; as the ſame genteel cere- 
monies are practiſed there, as at the moſt 
_ faſhionable churches in town. The ladies, im - 
mediately on their entrance, breathe a pious eja- 
culation through their fan-ſticks, and the beaux 
very gravely addreſs themſelves to the Haber- 
daſhers Bills, glewed upon the linings of their 


| hats: This pious duty is no ſooner performed, 


than the exerciſe of bowing. and'curtſying ſuc- 
ceeds: the locking and unlocking of the pews 
drowns the reader's voice at the beginning of 
the ſervice; and the ruſtling of ſilks, added 
to the whiſpering and tittering of ſo. much good 
company, renders him totally A to 
the very end of it. 
N Tam, dear Couſin, yours, &e.. 


Pd 
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Non. CXXXV. 1252 fro 26, 175 85 


Val et ſolos aio bend vivere, 8 ; 
Conſpicitur nitidis fundata pecunia Villis, 


O Cit thrice happy, that canſi range 

To Bow or Clapham from the Change; ; 
In whoſe fpruce Villa is diſplay'd 

The ung thou WL acguir d by trade / 


Au ſorry to have ele the N 
1 of many of our preſent poets by rejecting 
their compoſitions; which, as they aboumled in 
high-flown metaphors and compound epithets, 
were, I feared, too ſublime for my humble 
province of plain proſe. I have found, that the 
ſame poetical genius, which could ſoar to an 
Ode, can be whetted to a moſt cutting Satire 
againſt me and my works: and one in particular 
has poured forth his whole wrath upon me in 
an Acreſtic. But I need not offer any apology 
for laying the following verſes before the public, 
which may be conſidered as a ſupplement to a 
former paper on the like ſubject. The eaſy 
elegance, which runs through the whole, will 
readily diſtinguiſh them ta come from the fame 
N | 3 85 hand, 
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hand, that has more than once ——_ us in 
the courſe of this undertaking. | | 


H E wealthy Cit, gtown old in trade, 
Now wiſhes for the rural ſhade, 
And buckles to his one-horſe chair, 
Old Dabbin, or the founder'd mare 
While wedg'd in cloſely by his fide 


With Tacky on a ſtool before em; 

And out they jog in due decorum. 

Scarce paſt the turnpike half a mile, 
How all the country ſeems to ſmile ! 

And as they flowly jog together, 

'The Cit commends the road and weather ; 

While madam doats upon the trees, 

And longs. for ev'ry. houſe ſhe ſees ;- 

Admires it's views, it's ſituation ;_ 

And thus ſhe opens her oration. 


„ What ſignify. the loads of wealth, 
Without that richeſt jewel, health “ 
c Excuſe the fondneſs of a wife, 
„ Who doats upon your precious life J“ 

& Such ceaſeleſs toil, ſuch conſtant care, 
„Is more than human ſtrength can bear: 
« One may obſerve it in your face — 
. Indeed, my dear, you break apace; 
am. DER « And 
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«. And nothing can your health repair, 

« But exerciſe and country air. 

c Sir Traffick has an houſe, you know, 

«. About a mile. from Cheney-Row : 

& He's a good man, indeed, tis true; 
But not ſo warm, my 8 2 

« And folks are always apt to ſneer - 

« One would not be outdone, wy dear.“ 


Stn Traffck s name, ſo well apply'd, 
Awak'd his brother merchant's pride : 
And Thrifty, who had all his life 
Paid utmoſt def*rence to his wife, 
Confeſs'd, her arguments had reaſon ;. 
And, by th' approaching ſummer ſeaſon, 
Draws a few hundreds from the ſtocks, 
And . his wy Box.. 


| Sous 8 or four mile out of town, 

(An hour's ride will bring you down,) 
He fixes on his choice abode, 

Not half a furlong from the road : 

And ſo convenient does. it lay, 

The ſtages paſs it ev'ry day: 

And then ſo ſnug, ſo mighty pretty, 

To have an houſe fo near the city! 

Take but your places at the Boar, 

You're ſet down at the very door. 


WELL 
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WII then, ſuppoſe them fix'd at laſt, Th 
White-waſhing, painting, ſcrubbing paſt ; F 
Hugging themſelves in eaſe and clover, 6 


With all the fuſs of moving over: 


Lo! a new heap of whims are bred, 
And wanton in my lady's head. 


„Well! to be ſure, it muſt be own' d, 


lt is a charming ſpot of ground: 
„ 80 ſweet a diſtance for a ride, 
And all about fo cuntryfy'd! 


„ *T would come to but a trifling price, 


To make it quite a paradiſe. 
« I cannot bear thoſe naſty rails, 
© Thoſe ugly, broken, mouldy pales : 


„ Suppoſe, my dear, inſtead of theſe, 


„We build a railing all Chineſe. 

& Although one hates to be expos'd, 
% *Tis diſmal to be thus inclos'd : 
“ One hardly any object ſees — 


« I wiſh you'd fell thoſe odious trees. 


Objects continual paſſing by 

« Were ſomething to amuſe the eye : 
« But to be pent within the walls — 
One might as well be at St. Paul's. 
4c Our houſe beholders would adore, 
„ Was there a level lawn before; 


« Nothing it's views to er | 


; . quite laid open to the road: 


60 Wulle 


— 
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« While ev'ry trav'ler, in amaze, wm. 
« Should on our little manſion gaze, 

« And, pointing to the choice retreat, 
66 Cry, that's Sir Thrifty's County 8 


No doubt, her arguments prevail ; 
For Madam's TasTE can never fail. 


BxsT age ! when all men may procure 
The title of a Connofſeur 3 
When noble and ignoble herd 
Are govern'd by a ſingle word; 

Though like the royal German 3 

It bears an hundred Chriſtian names; 
As Genius, Fancy, Judgment, Got, 

Whim, Caprice, Fe-ne-ſcai-quoi, Virtue 
Which appellations all deſcribe | 
TASTE, and the modern taſte eful tribe, 


Now bricklayers, carpenters, and j joiners, 
With Chineſe artiſts and deſigners, 
Produce their ſchemes of alteration, 
To work this wond'rous reformation. 
The uſeful dome, which ſecret ſtood | 
Emboſom'd in the yew-tree's wood, 
The trav'ler with amazement ſees 
A Temple, Gothic or Chineſe, 
With many a bell and tawdry rag on, 
And creſted with a ſprawling dragon. 


A wooden 
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A wooden arch is bent aſtride 
A ditch of water four feet wide; 

With angles, curves, and zigzag lines, 
From Halfpenny's exact deſigns. 

In front a level lawn is ſeen, 
Without a ſhrub upon the green; 
Where Taſte would want it's firſt great law, 
But for the ſkulking fly Ha-Ha; 
By whoſe miraculous afliſtance 
Vou gain a proſpe& two fields diſtance, 
And now from Hyde-Park Corner come 
The Gods of Athens and of Rome: 
Here ſquabby Cupids take their places, 
With Venus and the clumſy Graces ; 
Apollo there, with aim fo clever, 
Stretches his leaden bow for ever ; 
And there, without the power to fly, 

Stands fix'd a tip-toe Mercury. 


Tae Villa thus completely grac'd, 
All own, that Thrifty has a Taſte: 
And Madam's female friends and couſins, 
With Common-Council-Men by dend, 
Flock ev'ry Sunday to the Seat, 
To ſtare about them, and to eat. 


Nun. 


as 


Nuns, — 'Thurſaay, | 3 2 1756, 


0 5 


— — Hominem Pagina noſtra fo. "WM 


7 paint mankind, our fole pretence ; $ 
And all our W common ele 


FE, whoſe 8 „ is to write looſe : 


eſſays, and who never talk above a 
quarter of an hour together on any one ſubject, 


are not expected to enter into philoſophical 
diſquiſitions, or engage in abſtract ſpeculations: 
but it is ſuppoſed to be our principal aim to 


amuſe and inſtruct the reader, by à lively 


repreſentation of what paſſes round about him. 
Thus, like thoſe painters, who delineate the 
ſcenes of familiar life, we ſometimes give a 
ſketch of a Marriage d- la- mode, ſometimes draw 


the outlines of a Modern Midnight converſation, 


at another time paint the comical diſtreſſes of 


itinerant Tragedians in a barn, and at another 
give a full draught of the Rake's or Harlot's 


progreſs. Sometimes we divert the public by 


exhibiting Tingle portraits; and when we meet 


with a ſubject, where the features are ſtrongly 


marked by nature, and there is ſomething 


peculiarly charaQeriſtic in the whole manner, 


ap . 
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we employ ourſelves in drawing the piece at full 
length. In a word, we conſider all mankind as 
ſitting for their pictures, and endeavour to work 
up our pieces with lively traits, and embelliſh 
them with beautiful colouring ; and though per- 
haps they are not always highly finiſhed, yet 
they ſeldom fail of pleaſing ſome few, at leaſt, of 
the vaſt multitude of Critics and Connoifſeurs, 


if we are ſo happy as to hit off 2 ſriking 
3 


Tuxkz is perhaps no baue more requi- 
ſite, and certainly none at preſent more ardently 
ſought after, than the Knowledge of the World. 
In this ſcience we are more particularly expected 
to be adepts, as well as to ininiate, or at leaſt 
improve our readers in it. And though this 
knowledge cannot be collected together from 
books, yet (as Pope ſays) Men may be read, 
« ag well as books, too much;“ and it is to be 
lamented, that many, who have only conſulted 
the volume of life, as it lay open before them, 


have rather become worſe, than better, by their 


ſtudies. They, who have lived wholly. in the 
world without regarding the comments on it, 
are generally tainted with all it's vices ; to which 
the gathering part of their inſtructions from 
books would e bave proved an antidote. 

There, 


There, indeed, though they would have ſeen the 
Faults and foibles of mankind fairly repreſented, 


yet vice would appear in an odious, and virtue 


in an amiable, light: but thoſe, who unwarned 
go abroad into the world, are often dazzled by 


the ſplendor, with which wealth gilds vice and 
foot honeſty treated with ſcorn, are themſelves 


induced to conſider it as contemptible. For 

this reaſon, I am a good deal offended at the 
ingenious contrivance of our modern noveliſts 
and writers of comedy, who often gloſs over a 
villainous character with the ſame falſe varniſh, 


that lackers ſo many ſcoundrels in real life; 


and while they are exhibiting a fellow, who 
debauches your daughter, or lies with your wife, 
repreſent him as an agreeable creature, a man of 
Rays and a fine gentleman. 


TE world, even the gayeſt part of it may 
ie painted like (itſelf, and yet become a leſſon 


of inſtruction. The pieces of Hogarth (to recur | 


to the illuſtration I firſt made uſe of) are faithful 
delineations of certain ſcenes of life, and yet 
vice and folly always appear odious and con- 
temptible. I could wiſh it were poſſible to learn 


hy Knowledge of the World, without being 


"9 "if" 4 in the ways of men I but as that 
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is impracticable, it is ſtill our duty ſo to live 
in it, as to avoid being corrupted by our inter- 
courſe with mankind. We ſhould endeavour to 
guard againſt fraud, without becoming ourſelves 
deceitful; and to ſee every ſpecies of vice and 
folly practiſed round about us, without growing 
'. +knaves and fools. The villany of others is 
but a poor excuſe for the loſs of our own 
integrity: and though, indeed, if I am attacked 
on Hounſlow-Heath, I may lawfully kill the 
highwayman in my own defence; yet I ſhould 
be very deſervedly brought to the gallows, if 
J took a purſe from the next perſon I met, 
'becuuſe , had been del . 


Tus Knowledge: of the World, as it is 
generally uſed and underſtood, conſiſts not ſo 
much in a due reflection on it's vices and 
follies, as in the practice of them; and thoſe, 
who conſider themſelves as beſt acquainted with 
it, are either the dupes of faſhion, or ſlaves of 
intereſt, It is alſo ſuppoſed 'to lie within the 
narrow compaſs of every man's own ſphere of 
life, and receives a different interpretation in 
different ſtations. Thus, for inſtance, the man 
of faſhion ſeeks it no where but in the polite 
circle of the beau- monde; while the man of 

WWW 
| 0 ſhall 
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I ſhall beg leave to illuſtrate this, by concluding 
my paper with a deſcription of two characters; 
each of whom, though diametrically oppoſite to 


the other, has acquired a thorough ge 
of the World. 


SiR Harry Flaſh had the 3 luck to be 
born before his brother Richard: conſequently, 
the heir to the eſtate was bred. a gentleman, 
and the other condemned to plod in the dull 
drudgery of buſineſs. The merchant was ſent 
to learn accompts at the Academy upon Totber- 
Hill, and the baronet had the finiſhing of his 
education in France, Sir Harry is now a moſt 
accompliſhed fine gentleman, is an excellent 
judge of faſhions, and can calculate the odds 
at any game, as readily as Hoyle or Demoivre: 
the Alderman is the moſt knowing man upon 
Change, and underſtands the riſe and fall of 
Stocks better than any) . Few. Both of them 
know the world; but with this difference, that 
one by his conſummate knowledge has run out 
a large eſtate, while the. other has raiſed a 
plumb by it. 
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: | Hunc comedendum et deridendum wks propino, 
(INE TER. 


ks ntl 5 . <P 
Seems the Jack. pudding of his own rich board. 


To Mr. TOWN. 
SIR, 


* HAT cloying meat is „ love; when 
<< matrimony is the ſauce to it!” 
15 Sir Je Brute. But if he had been married 
to ſuch an Epicurean conſort as T am joined with, 
 - thoſe expreſſions, that ſavour of the kitchen, 
would have been real, inſtead of metaphorical. 
We live in a land really flowing with milk and 
honey, and keep an houſe of entertainment for 
all comers and goers. We hardly ever ſit down 


. to table leſs in number than twenty or thirty, 


and very often to above double that number 
of diſhes. In ſhort, Sir, 10 much feaſting has 
5 given me a ſurfeit. 


Tuxxx are, I ſee, 1 up tows your 
papers, ſeveral accounts of the petty diſtreſſes 


Ne. 137. The CONNOISSEUR. 245 


and domeſtic concerns of private families, As 


you have liſtened to many complaints from 


huſbands, I flatter myſelf, you will not refuſe 


your attention to the humble remonſtrance of 


a wife; being aſſured, that my only reaſon for 


Fes ſcrving up my dear lord as a new diſh to 
gratify the public taſte, is to check if (poſſible) 

his violent paſſion for giving his friends en- 
tertainments of another kind ; which, if in- 


dulged much longer, muſt caſt us out of houſe _ 


wn home. 


Tre 8 feaſts of Timon of f bore, 
or the ſtories of old Engl/h Hoſpitality, would 
give you but a faint idea of the perpetual riot 


and luxury of our family. Our houſe is always 


ſtored with as large a quantity of proviſions, as 


a garriſon in expectation of a ſiege, and thoſe 


too of the deareſt and moſt extravagant kind, 
Ortolans and woodcocks are as common as 
ſparrows, and red mullets are ſcarce a greater 
rarity with us than gudgeons or ſprats; while 


turtle and veniſon are regarded as branches 
of citizen-luxury, which ſcarce deſerve notice, 


among the many other delicacies in which we 
abound. Authors, they ſay, (you will pardon 
me, Mr. Town,) are ſeldom admitted to great 
entertainments ; and I can aſſure us that it is 
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not eaſy for any, but thoſe who are preſent, to 
coneeive the parade and extravagance diſplayed 
in our houſe. I myſelf am condemned to fit 
at the head of the table, while my lord is placed 
at the other end, in pain and uneaſineſs at my 
aukward miſtakes in doing the honours. You 
muſt know, Sir, that was bred up under an 
houſewifely aunt in the country, who 8 
me to piekle and preſerve, and gave me, as 
I thought, a tolerable notion of cookery. But, 
alas! though I underſtand plain boiled and roaſt, 
and have a very good notion of a pudding, 
J am often totally ignorant of the names and 
compoſitions of the delicacies before me, and 
have imagined fiſh to be fowl, and miſtaken a 
petit patte for a plebeian mince-pie. In the mean 
time, my lord is diſplaying his exquifite taſte, 
by deciding upon every diſh, and pronouncing, 
with a critical ſmack, upon the flavour of the 
wines; all the while not a little ſollicitous about 
the exactneſs of the Removes, and the duly 
_ adjuſting the entremets. Claret, Burgundy, and 
N Champagne abound, like ale or ſmall-beer; 
E and even Hermitage and Tokay are ſwallowed 
with as little remorſe as Port or Liſbon, To 
add to all this, is moſt abſurdly introduced the 
French cuſtom of ſerving in les Liquenrs ; which 
_ conſiſt of almoſt as many ſorts, as are contained 


Woerehouſe. In a word, every common dinner 
wich us is a feaſt ; and when we have what 


my lord calls an entertainment, it is an anlolute 15 


| . 


n i is no part of this monſtrous 


b eee me ſo much, as the vaſt ſums 


folly and extravagance could be nothing but the 


joint product of a Frenchman and a confectioner. 


After the gratification of the appetite with more 


ſubſtantial fare, this whipt-ſyllabub raree-ſbew is 
ſerved up, chiefly to feed the eye; not but that 


the materials, of which the deſert is compoſed, 
are ag expenſive as the ſeveral ingredients in 
the dinner: and I will leave you to your own 
method of rating the reſt, after telling you, that 
my lord thinks himſelf an excellent œconomiſt, 

by. having reduced the expence of the Hot- 
Houſe to a thouſand. per ann. which perhaps the 


admirers of exotic fruits will not think dear, 


ſince we have pine- apples in as great plenty as 
Wen or e N 


1 3 think; that the firſt requiſu in 
eating was extravagance ; and that, in order to 
* 23 ting; very good, it muſt be produced 

M 4 ez + 
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at a time, when it is out of ſeaſon, | Therefore 
one of the principal uſes of our Hot- Houſe is 
to invert the order of nature, and to turn winter 
into ſummer. We ſhould be aſhamed to ſee 

peaſe upon our table, while they are to be had 
at a common market ; but we never ſpare any 
| Coſt to provide a good crop, by the aſſiſtance 

of our hot-beds, at Chr; imat. We have no 
reliſh for cucumbers during the ſummer months, 
when they are no rarity ; but we take care to 

have them forced in November. But my lord 
moſtly prides himſelf on the improvements, that 
he has made in his Muſhroom- Beds; which he 
has at length brought to ſo great perfection, 
that by the help of horſe-dung, and throwing 
artificial ſun-beams through a burning-glaſs, we 
can raiſe any quantity of Muſhrooms, of the 
1 Jtalian kind, at two hours in 


From the Hot-Flouſe we may make a very 
natural tranſition to the Kitchen; and as in 
the former every thing muſt be produced out 
of ſeaſon, ſo every thing in the latter muſt un- 
dergo a ſtrange metamorphoſis. The ordinary 
ABions of fiſh, fleſh, and fowl, are quite 
deſtroyed ; and nothing comes upon table under 
It's proper form and appellation. It is impoſſible 
to conveive, what vaſt ſums are melted down 

Te, into 


into ſauces! We haye a cargo of hams every 
year from Maſiphalia, only to extract the Eſſence 


of them from our ſoups, Half a dozen turkies have 
been killed in one day, merely for the ſake of the 


| pinions; I have known a whole pond dragged, 


to furniſh a diſh of Carps' Palates : and ten legs 
of mutton mangled raw, to make out a diſh 


of Pope's Eyes. 


Tux concominant charges of the cellar, you 
will imagine, are no leſs extravagant; and, 


indeed, it is not enough, that we abound in 


the beſt French and Italian wines, (which, by 
the bye, are purchaſed on the ſpot at an extra- 
ordinary price) but we muſt have ſeveral other 


kinds of the higheſt value, and conſequently of 


moſt delicious flavour: and though but a taſte . 


of each has been ſipped round by the company, 
the ſame bottles muſt never be brought a ſecond 
time upon table, but are ſecured as perquiſites 
by the butler, who ſells them to the merchant, 
who ſells them back again to my lord. Beſides 
theſe, his lordſhip has lately been at an immenſe 


charge in raiſing a Pinery, in order to try the 


experiment of making Cyder of Pine-apples ; 
which he hopes to do at little more than 


treble the expence of Champagne, To this 


article I might alſo add the charge of his Ice- 
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Houſes; for although theſe are ſtored with 
an home - commodity, originally of no value; 
yet I may venture to ſay, that every drop of 


water comes as dear to us, as the moſt coltly 
dia our wines. | 


As al our lquors, 1 have told you, are oy 
foreign growth, and all our diſhes diſtinguiſhed 
by foreign titles, you will readily conceive, that 
our houſhold is chiefly compoſed of foreigners. 
The Maitre d hotel is a Frenchman : the butler 
out of livery, and his two under - butlers, are 
Frenchmen: the clerk of the kitchen is a French- 
man and Monfieur Fricando, the head-cook, to 
be fure is a Frenchman, This gentleman never 
ſoils his fingers in touching the leaft bit of 
any thing ; but gives his orders (like a general) 
to four ſubalterns, who are likewiſe Frenchmen. 
The baker, the confectioner, the very feullions, 
and even the fellow that looks after the poultry, 
are, all of them, Frenchmen, Theſe, you may 
be ſure, are maintained at very high falaries : 
and though Monſieur Fricando had the pay of a 
captain in a marching regiment, my lord was 
forced to double his wages at the beginning of 
the war, and allow him the free exerciſe of his 
religion, to prevent his leaving the kingdom. 


I an 


* 
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IAM ſorry to add, that this pride of keeping 
a table has viſibly impaired. my lord's fortunes: 
and this very ſummer he has been obliged to 


fell all the timber on his eſtate, as T may ſay, 


to keep up his kitchen fire. The only ſatis- 
faction, which he can poſſibly reap from all this 


expence, is the vanity of having it ſaid, * that 
„ nobody treats ſo elegantly as his lordſhip ;” 


and now and then perhaps reading in the news- 


papers, © that ſuch a day the right honourable 


„ gave a grand entertainment at his houſe 
in —, at which were preſent the principal 
5 Offcers of State and Foreign Miniſters.” 


Law, Sir, your humble errant, lte. 
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Non. — ANDY 17 56. 


1 


ane a ſemper ge et ratione nenen 7 
, * 1 v. 
Dur talk to decency and reaſon 751 Sb 10 
Nor . wy foals or gabble bike « a brute. 


e ty of the Fraichman in E 
1 which we are told was acted at Paris with 
_ univerſal applauſe for ſeveral nights together, 
tere is a character of a rough Engliſhman, who 
zs repreſented as quite unſkilled in the graces of 
_ converſation ; and his dialogue confiſts almoſt 
entirely of a repetition of the common ſalutation 
of how da you do, how do you do? Our nation 


IH has, indeed, been generally ſuppoſed to be of a 


ſullen and uncommunicative diſpoſition ; while, 
on the other hand, the Ioquacious French have 
| been allowed to poſſeſs the art of converſing 
beyond all other people. The , Englioman re- 
quires to be wound up frequently, and ſtops 
very ſoon; but the Frenchman runs on in a 
continued alarum, Yet it muſt be acknow- 
| 1 15 ws as the Engliſb conſiſt of very 
| | —__ 
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different humours, their manner of difcourſe 


admits of great variety: but the whole French 
nation converſe alike; and there is no difference 


in their addreſs between a Marquis and a Valet 


de Chambre. We may frequently ſee a couple 
of French barbers accoſting each other in the 
ſtreet, and paying their compliments with the 
ſame volubility of ſpeech, the ſame grimace and 
action, as two courtiers on the Thuilleries. 


I $HALL not attempt to lay down any par- 


ticular rules for converſation, but rather point 


out ſuch faults in diſcourſe and behaviour, as 


render the company of half mankind rather 


tedious than amuſing. It is in vain, indeed, to 


| look for converſation, where we might expect to 
find it in the greateſt perfection, among perſons 
of faſhion: there it is almoſt annihilated by 


_ univerſal card-playing : inſomuch that I have 


heardiit given as a reaſon, why it is impoſſible 


for our preſent writers to ſucceed in the dialogue 
of genteel comedy, that our people of quality 


ſcarce ever meet but to game. All their diſ- 


courſe turns upon the odd trick and the four 
honours: and it is no leſs a maxim with the 


votaries of Whiſt than with thoſe of Bacchus, 


2 that es _ e, 


Every 
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EvzRy one endeavours to make himſelf as 
ee ſociety. as he can: but it often hap- 
pens, that thoſe, who moſt aim at ſhining in 
converſation, over-ſhoot their mark. Though a 
man ſucceeds, he ſhould not (as is frequently 
the caſe) engroſs the whole talk to himſelf; for 
that deſtroys the very eſſence of | converſation, 
which is talking together. We ſhould: try to 
keep up converſation like a ball bandied to and 
fro from one to the other, rather than ſeize it 
all to our ſelves, and drive it before us like a 
foot-ball. We ſhould likewiſe be cautious to 
1 ne matter of our diſcourſe to our com- 
H and not talk Great before ladies, or of 
th laſt e 0 mein n 


"wanting en a ne air 
* our whole converſation, than certain pecu- 
Rarities, eaſily acquired, but very difficultly con- 
quered and diſcarded. In order to diſplay theſe 
abſurdities in a truer light, it is my preſent pur- 
_ poſe to enumerate ſuch of them, as are moſt 
commonly to be met with; and furſt to take 
notice of thoſe buffoons in ace the Attitu- 


1 dinarians and Face-makers, Theſe accompany 


every word with a peculiar grimace or geſture: 
ny, allent with a ſhrug, and contradiet with a 


twiſting 
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twiſting of the neck; are angry with a wry 
mouth, and pleaſed in a caper or a minuet ſtep. 
They may be conſidered as ſpeaking Harlequins; 
and their rules of eloquence are taken from the 
poſture-maſter, Theſe ſhould be condemned to 
converſe only in dumb ſhew with their own 
perfons in the looking-glaſs; as well as the 
Smirkers and Smilers, who fo prettily ſet off 
their faces, together with their words, by a 
Je-ne-ſcai-quoi between a grin and a dimple. 

With theſe we may likewiſe rank the affected 
tribe of Mimics, who are conſtantly taking off 
the peculiar tone of voice or geſture of their 
acquaintance : though they are ſuch wretched 
imitators, that (like bad painters) they are fre- 
quently forced to write the name under the 
picture, before we can diſcover any likeneſs, 


N xx to theſe, whoſe elocution is abſorbed. 
in action, and who converſe chiefly with their 
arms and legs, we may conſider the profeſſed 
ſpeakers. And firſt, the Emphatical ; who 
ſqueeze, and preſs, and ram down every ſyllable 
with exceffive vehemence and energy. Theſe 
_ orators are remakable for their diſtin elocution 
and force of expreſſion: they dwell on the im- 
portant particles of and the, and the ſignificant 
conjunctive and; which they ſeem to hawk up, 
wich 
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with much difficulty, out of their own throats, 


and to cram them, with no leſs pain, into the 
ears of their auditors. - Theſe ſhould be ſuffered 


only to ſyringe (as it were) the ears of a deaf 


man, through an hearing trumpet: though I 


muſt confeſs, that I am equally offended with 
the, Whiſperers or Low Speakers, who ſeem to 
fancy all their acquaintance deaf, and come up 
ſo cloſe to you, that they may be ſaid to meaſure 
noſes with you, and frequently overcome you 
with the exhalations of a powerful breath. 
I would have theſe oracular gentry obliged to 
talk at a diſtance through a ſpeaking-trumpet, 


or apply their lips to the walls of a whiſpering- 


gallery. The Wits, who will not condeſcend 
to utter any thing but a bon mot, and the 
Whiſtlers or Tune-hummers, who never arti- 
culate at all, may be joined very agreeably to- 
gether in concert: and to theſe tinkling eym- 


1 bals I would alſo add the ſounding braſs ; the 


. 5 and a . tongue: but from a rough manly 


Bawler, who inquires after your health with the 
_— of a town-crier, | 


Tn E Taters. whoſe pliable pipes are ad- 
5 N adapted to the *<* ſoft parts of conver- 
« ſation,” and ſweetly “ prattling out of faſhion,” 

make very pretty muſic from a beautiful face 


voice 
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voice and coarſe feature, mere nonſenſe is as 
harſh and diſſonant as a jig from an Hurdy- 
. Gurdy. The Swearers I have ſpoken of in a 
former paper; but the Half-Swearers, who ſplit, 
and mince, and fritter their oaths into gad's bud, 
ad's fiſh, and demmee ; the Gothic Humbuggers, 
and 'thoſe who nick-name God's creatures,” 
and call a man a cabbage, a crab, a queer cub, an 
odd fiſh, and an unaccountable muſtin, ſhould 
never come into company without an inter- 
preter. But I will not tire my reader's patience 
by pointing out all the peſts of converſation ; 
nor dwell particularly on the Senſibles, who 
pronounce dogmatically on the moſt trivial 
points, and ſpeak in ſentences ; the Wonderers, 
who are always wondering what o'clock it is, 
or wondering whether it will rain or no, or won- 
dering when the moon changes; the Phraſeo- 
logiſts, who explain a thing by a// that, or enter 
into particulars. with this and that and tather ; 
and, laſtly the Silent Men, who ſeem afraid of 
opening their mouths, leſt they ſhould catch 
cold, and literally obſerve the precept of the 
goſpel, by letting their converſation be only 


V vn, and nay nay. 


Tus rational intercourſe kept up by conver- 
ſation, is one of our principal diſtinctions from 
| brutes, 
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brutes. We ſhould therefore endeavour to turn 

this peculiar talent to our advantage, and con- 
ſider the organs of ſpeech as the inſtruments of 
underſtanding: we ſhould be very careful not 


of folly, and -do our utmoſt to unlearn any 


| trivial or ridiculous habits, which tend to leſſen 


the value of ſuch an ineſtimable prerogative. 
It is, indeed, imagined by ſome philoſophers, 
that even birds and beaſts (though without 
the power of articulation) perfectly underſtand 
one another by the ſounds they utter; and that 
dogs, cats, &c. have each a particular language 
to themſelves, like different nations. Thus it 
may be ſuppoſed, that the nightingales of Italy 
have as fine an ear for their own native wood- 
notes, as any Signor or Signora for an Hulian 
Air; that the boars of TFe/iphalia' gruntle as eu- 
preſſtvely through the noſe, as the inhabitants in 
Hb. German; and that the frogs in the dykes 
of Helland croak as intelligibly, as the natives 
jabber their Low-Dutch, However this may be, 
we may conſider thoſe, whoſe tongues hardly 
ſeem to be under the influence of reaſon, and do 
not keep up the proper converſation of human 
creatures, as imitating the language of different 
animals. Thus, for inſtance, the affinity be- 
tween Chatterers and Monkeys, and Praters 
and 


\ 
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and Parrots, is too obvious not to occur at 


onee: Grunters and Growlers may be juſtly 
compared to Hogs : Snarlers are Cuts; and 
the Spitfire Paſſionate are a fort of wild Cats, 
that will not bear ſtroaking, but will purr 


when they are pleaſed, Complainers are 
Scriech-Owls ; and Story-tellers, always repeat- 


ing the ſame dull note, are Cuckows. Poets, 
that prick up their ears at their own hideous 
braying, are no better than Aſſes: Critics in 


general are venomous Serpents, that delight in 
hifſing; and ſome of them, who have got by 


heart a few technical terms without knowing 
their meaning, are no other than Mappies. 


I myfelf, who have crowed to the whole town 
for near three years paſt, may perhaps put my 
readers in mind of a Dunghill Cock: but as I 


muſt acquaint them, that they will hear the laſt 
of me on this day. fortnight; I hope they will 


then conſider me as a Swan, who is ſuppoſed to 
bing ſweetly: at his dying moments. 
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_ Nuns. CXXXIN. Thurſday, Sept. 23, 1756. 


| — Cie ſeperbiam | 


ee meritis. | Hor, 


New to the hw all your . charge 
And me your mighty conſequence at large. 


Mars to my Couſin ViLLAGE, in- 

4 forming him of my deſign to finiſh with 

| | the next number; ; and have received the fol- 
lowing anſwer from him, which I ſhall lay 
before my readers. 


Doan Cousix, 


TT was not without ſome regret, that I re- 
4 ceived advice of your intentions to bid adieu 
to the public: for, as you had been ſo kind as 
to introduce me to their notice, I began to in- 
dulge all the weakneſs and vanity of a young 
author; and had almoſt perſuaded myſelf, that 
I was the principal ſupport of your papers. 
Conſcious of my own importance, I expect that 
you will do me the juſtice to acknowledge, how 
much ou are indebted to the afliſtance of your 


very 
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very ingenious Couſin; and I care not how many 
compliments you pay me on my wit and learn- 
ing ; but at the ſame time I muſt beg leave to 
put in a caveat againft your diſpoſing of me in 
what manner you yourſelf pleaſe, Writers of 
Eſſays think themſelves at liberty to do what 
they will with the characters they have intro- 
duced into their works; as writers of tragedy, 
in order to heighten the plot, have often brought 
their heroes to an untimely end, when they have 
died quietly many years before in their beds; 
or as our chronicles of daily occurrences put a 
duke to death, give away an heireſs in marriage, 
or ſhoot off an admiral's legs, whenever they 
pleaſe. Mr. Appison, while he was carrying 
on the SpECTATo0R, faid, © he would kill Sir 
„ Roger de Coverley, that nobody elſe might 
+ murder him.” In like manner, my dear 
Couſin, you may perhaps take it into your head 
do cut me off: you may make an end of me by 
a cold caught in partridge-ſhooting, or break my 
neck in a ſtag-hunt, Or you may rather chuſe 
to ſettle me perhaps with a rich old country 
dowager, or preſs me into the army, or clap me 
on board of a man of war. But I deſire that 
you will not get rid of me by any of theſe 
means; but permit me to aſſure your readers, 
that I am alive _ eb 3 and this is to let 


them 
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them know, that I am in good- health at- this 
Peet * | 


\Youn papers, I aſſure vou, have made a 
great noiſe in the country, and the moſt intel- 
ligent among us read you with as much ſatis- 
faction as the Evening Poſis or the Weekly 
Fournals, I know more than one *ſquire, who 

takes them in conſtantly with the Magazines; 
and I was told by the poſt- maſter of a certain 
_ town, that they came down every. week, under 
cover, to the butler of a member of parliament. 
There is a club of country parſons, who meet 
every Saturday at a neighbouring market- town, 
to be ſhaved and exchange ſermons: they have 
a ſubſeription for books and pamphlets; and the 
only. periodical works ordered in by them are 
the Connoiſſeur, and the Critical and Month ) 
Reviews. I was lately introduced to this ſo- 
ciety, when the converſation happened to turn 
upon Mr. Town. A young curate, juſt come 
from Oxford, ſaid he knew. you very well at 
_ Chriſi-Church, and that you was a comical dog: 
but a Cantab. declared, no leſs poſſitively, that 
you was either a penſioner of Trinity, or a fellow 
of Bennet college. People, indeed, are ver 
much perplexed about the real author: ſome 
am, that 01 are a nobleman; and dem 
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will have it, that you are an actor: ſome ſay 


you are a young lawyer, ſome a phyſician, ſome 
a parſon, and ſome an 1 woman. 


Tus ſubjefts of your papers have often been 


' wrelted to various interpretations by our pene- 


trating geniuſes; and you have hardly drawn a 


character, that has not been fixed on one or 
other of the greateſt perſonages in the nation. 


J once heard a country juſtice expreſs his 
wonder, that you was not taken up, and ſet in 
the pillory; and I myſelf, by ſome of my rural 
intelligence, have brought upon you the reſent- 


ment of | ſeveral honeſt ſquires, who long to 
| horſe-whip the ſcoundrel for putting them in 
print. Others again are quite at a loſs how to pick 
out your meaning, and in vain turn over their 
Bailey's dictionary for an explanation of ſeveral 


faſhionable. phraſes 3. which, though they have 


enriched the town - language, have not yet made 


their way into the dialect of the country. M any 


exquiſite ſtrokes of humour are alſo loſt. upon 


us, on account of our diſtance from the ſcene 
of action; and that wit, which is very briſk 
and lively upon the ſpot, often loſes much of it's 
ſpirit in the carriage, and ſometimes hol! y eva- 
nn in the i eh Fo 
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Lo moraliſts are very apt to flatter your- 
ſelves, that you are doing a vaſt deal of good by 
your labours : but whatever reformation you 
may have worked in town, give me leave to tell 


ou, that you have ſometimes done us harm in 
the country, by the bare mention of the vices 


and follies now in vogue. From your intelli- 


gence, ſome of our moſt polite ladies have 
learned, that it is highly genteel to have a route; 
and ſome have copied the faſhion ſo exactly, as 
to play at cards on Sundays, Your papers upon 
_ dreſs ſet all our belles to work in following the 


mode: you no ſooner took notice of the cocked 


hats, but every hat in the pariſh was turned up 


behind and before; and when you told us, that 


the town beauties went naked, our rural damſels 
immediately began to throw off their cloaths. 
Our gentlemen have been alſo taught by you 

the only coffee-houſe in one little town, where 
the moſt topping inhabitants are uſed to meet 

to play at draughts and | back-gammon, has, 
from the great increaſe - of gameſters who re- 
ſort to it, | been "IOW Frans: 39258 
name of hies. . 7 


t . to dhe {mall tare which 8 myſelf 1 ive 
oy in your we, you may be ſure every body 
I here 
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here is hugely delighted with it; at leaſt you 
may be ſure, that I will ſay nothing to the con- 
trary. I have done my beſt to contribute to the 
entertainment of your readers: and, as the name 
of Steele is not forgotten in the SPECTATOR, 
though Addiſon has run away with almoſt all 

the honour, I am in hopes, that whenever the 
great Mr. Town, is mentioned, they may po 
ſibly think at the ſame time on 


* Your affectionate ann and Coadj utor, "= 


VILLAGE. 
 . ArTzR this account, which my, Couſin has 
ſent me, of the reception I have met with in the 
country, it will be proper to ſay ſomething of 
my reception here in town. I ſhall therefore 
conſider myſelf in the -threefold capacity of 
ConnoissEUR, CRIT Ic, and CENs0R- 
GENERAL. As a CONNoISSEUR, in the 
- confined. ſenſe of the word, I muſt own I have 
met with ſeveral mortifications. I have neither 
been made F. R. S. nor even a- member of the 
Academy of Bourdeaux or Peterſburgh, They 
have left me out of the liſt of Truſtees to the 
Britiſh Muſeum; and his Majeſty. of Naples, 
though he preſented an Account of the Cu- 
< rioſities found i in Herculaneum” to each of the 

Vor. IV. . Aniverſities, 
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' aniverſities, Dever fent one to me. I have not 


been celebrated in the Phileſophical Tranſ- 


actions, or in any of our Magazines of Arts 
and Sciences; nor have I been filed per- lere 


5 or tres-ſcavant in any of the foreign Mrrcuries 


or Journals Literairss, Once, indeed, I ſoothed 


myſelf in the vain thought of having been 


_ diſtinguiſhed dy the great Swediſh Botaniſt, 
Linnæus, under the title of Erulitiſiuss Un- 
BANUs, which I conceived to be the Name of 

Tow latinized ; but, to my great diſappoint- 
ment, I afterwards diſcovered, that this was no 
other than the learned Naturaliſt, Mr. Sylvanus 


Tm, author of the Gentleman's Magazine. 


This negte& of me, as a Connonrsevs, I 
can attribute to no other cauſe, than to my not 
having made myſelf known by my Maſænm, or 
Cabinet of Curioſities: and, to fay the truth, I 
am not worth a farthing in antique coins; nor 
have I fv mach as one ſingle hell or butterfly. 
All my complaints againſt the modern innova- 
tions of Taſte have been therefore diſregarded: 
and with concern I ſtill fee the Villas of our 


| Gidizens fantaſtically adorned with Chineſe palings, 


and our ſtreets incumbered with ſuperb colo- 
nades, porticos, Gothic arches, and Venetian win- 
dows, the 3 Kane of tht" hope of 
our nen, 


6 
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Non have I, as a Cnirie, met with greater 


4805 or encouragement, in my endeavours to 


reform: the preſent Taſte: in literature. I ex- 
pected to have the privilege of eating beef gratis 


every night at Vauxhall, for adviſing the garden- 


poets to put a little meaning into their ſongs: 
but, though I was there ſeveral nights this 
ſummer, could not ſay (with Caffio) of any of 
their productions. © this is a more exquilite ſong 


than the other.” I have not been able to 


write the operas out of the kingdom: and, 
though I have more than once ſhewed: my con- 


ttempt for Harlequin, I am affured there are no 
leis than three Pantomimes to be brought on 


this ſeaſon. As J inveſted myſelf with the dig- 


nity of ſupreme judge in theatrical matters, 1 
was in hopes, that my Lord Chamberlain would 
at leaſt have appointed me his Deputy-Licenſer; 
but he has not even conſulted me on any one 
new play. I made no doubt, but the managers 


would pay their court to me: but they have not 
once ſent for me to dinner; and, ſo far from 


having the freedom of the houſe, I declare 
I have not had fo much as a ſingle order from 


any of the under- actors. 


In my office of CxNMSOR-GENER AL, though 


$4 cannot boaſt of having over-turned the card- 


Ng | aw. 
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958 tables at routes and aſſemblies, or broke up the 
club at Arthur's, I can ſafely boaſt, that I have 
; N routed the many - - headed monſter at the Dif- = 
pautant Society at the Robin Hood, and put to 


ſilence the great Clare-Market Orator. In a 5 


Word, I have laboured to prevent the growth 
of vice and immorality; and with as much 
effect as the Juſtices at the Quarter-ſeſſions. 
For this reaſon I expected to have been put in 
the commiſſion, and to have had the power of 
licenſing all places of public diverſion veſted 


| ſolely in my hands. But as I find my merits 


have been hitherto over-looked, I am deter- 
mined to lay down my office ; and in my next 


number I ſhall take my final leave of the public ; 
wen I ſhall give them an account of my cor- 


. reſpondents, together with a full and 1 N 
account of * Y S EL „„ 


Nuns, 


Ne. 140 n. CONNOISSEUR, ” 


N UMB. CXL. T 2 — 30, IR 56. | 


| Vel Dvo, poi nemo. — — — | [iow | 


Cznsor nor He, nor He ; or Bath, or none; 
| 4 tuo. fil wy, Meſſieurs Mr. Tows. 


— — —— — — — P ene gemelli, 


Fraternis Animis. — 2 | Hon. 


Lore in the ſel fe ſame mould their maar were ft, 
Twins in affeftion, judgment, humour, taſte. 


ERIODICAL writers, who retail their 


'ſenſe or nonſenſe to the world ſheet by 


ſheet, acquire a ſort of familiarity and intimacy 
with the public, | peculiar to themſelves, Had 
theſe four volumes which have ſwelled by 


degrees to their preſent bulk, burſt forth at once, 
Mr. Town muſt have introduced himſelf to 


the acquaintance of the public with the aukward 


air and diſtance of a ſtranger: but he now 
Matters himſelf, that they will look upon him 


as an old companion, whoſe converſation they | 
are pleaſed with ; and, as they will ſee him no | 
more after this time, will now and then perhaps 


milk their uſual viſiter. 


7 N Be:  HoweveR 
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ConnoissEUR now think proper to cloſe the 
undertaking, in which they have been engaged 
for near three years. paſt; and among their 
general thanks to the indulgent readers of their 
papers, they muſt include in a particular manner 
their acknowledgments to thoſe, who have been 
pleaſed to appear in them as writers. They 
have, therefore, at the cloſe of their work, 


brought Mr. Town and his aſſociates on the 


ſcene -together, like the . 1 at the 
end of the Jaſt Wo; ES 


I earlief and 4 moſt Sink eb 
5 diſtinguiſhed his fayours by the fignatures G. K. 
and we are ſorry, that he will not allow us 


to mention his name; fince it would reflect as 


much credit on our work, as we are ſure will 
redound to it from his contributions. To him 
we are proud to own ourſelves indebted for moſt 
part of N'. 14 and 193 ſor the letter, Hened 
Goliah Engliſh, in Ne. 19; for a great part 
of Ne. 33 and 40; and for the letters, ſigned 
Reginald Fitzworm, Michael Krawbidge, Moſes 
Orthodox, and 22 lee in ba) U 1275 
78 * aha of 


* ** ' 4 * © * 
| Ts * ** * 4 
*% . 


of Cambridge, who ſigned himſelf A. B. and we 


cannot but regret that he withdrew his aſſiſtance, 
after having obliged us with the beſt part of the 


letters in N. 46, Oe e e 


KIB: Gant 64; 


Tan letters in Ne. 82, 986. 112, ak 10 


came from various hands, equally unknown to 


us. The Imitation of Has, in Ne 11, was 


written (as we are informed) by a gentleman of 


- Oxford: and from two gentlemen of Cambridge 


we received the letter, ſigned V. Manly, in 
Ne. 655 and another, N B. A.in N'. 107. 


12 TI) marks of Mer, conferred 
on us by ſtrangers, demand our higheſt gratitude : 


but we are no leſs happy in being able to boaſt 


the aſſiſtance of ſome other gentlemen, whom 


we are proud to call friends, though we are not 
at liberty to introduce them to the acquaintance 


of our readers. From a friend engaged in the 


Law, we had the firſt ſketches and moſt ſtriking 
paſſages of Ne. 75, 78, 87, and 104; though 


it may be regretted by the public as well 28 | 


ourſelves, that his leiſure would not permit him 


to In the finiſhing hand to them, From a 


N 4 — friend i 
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friend, a gentleman of the Temple, we received 
Noe. 111, 115, and 119. To a friend, a 
member of Trinity College, Cambridge, we are 


\ indebted for the Song in No. 72, and the Verſes 
in. No. 67, 90, 125, and 135. The liſt of 


contributions from fuch capable friends would 
doubtleſs have been much larger, had they been 
ſooner let into the ſecret: but as Mr. Town, 


order to avoid the impertinence of the multitude, 
he did not even make himſelf known to thoſe 

about his perſon, till at laſt they themſelves 
found him. out e i ys _—_— 


e are Kill remaining two 3 

Ibo muſt ſtand by themſelves; as they have 
wrote to us, not in an aſſumed character, but in 
proprid perſond. The firſt is no leſs a perſonage 


than the great Orator HENLEVY, who obliged us 
with that truly original Letter, printed in No. 379, 


The other, who favoured us with a letter, no leſs 
orignal, in Ne. 70, we have reaſon: to believe, 
is a Methodiſt-Teacher and a mechanic; but we 

do not know either his name or his trade. 


We now come to 5 moſt; important diſcovery 
; of Our ſelves, and. to anſwer the often-repeated 
1 * 


like: a great prince, choſe to appear incag. in 
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queſtion of, M ho is Mr. Town? it being the 
cuſtom for periodical. writers, at the ſame time 
that they ſend the hawkers abroad with their 
laſt dying ſpeech. like the malefactors, like them 
alſo to couple it with a confeſſion, The general 
method of unravelling this myſtery is by de- 
claring, to whom the different ſignatures, affixed 


do different papers, are appropriated. For ever 


ſince the days of the inimitable. SpxEcTATOR, it 
has been uſual for a bold Capital to ſtand, like 
a centry, at the end of our eſſays, to guard the 
author in ſecreſy: and it is commonly ſuppoſed,, 
that the writer, who does not. chuſe to put his 
name to his work, has in this manner, like the 
_ painters and ſtatuaries of. old, at leaſt ſet his 
mark. But the Authors of the Conno1ssEUR 
no confeſs, that the ſeveral letters, at firſt 
pitched upon to bring up the rear of their eſſays, 
have been annexed to. different papers at ran- 
dom, and ſometimes. omitted, on purpoſe to put 


- the ſagacious reader on a wrong ſcent, It is 


particularly the intereſt of a writer, who prints. 
Himſelf out week by week, to remain. unknown, 
during the courſe of this piece-meal publication, 
The beſt method, therefore, to prevent a diſ- 
covery, is to make the road to it as intricate 
as e, ; and, e of ſeeming to aim at 
| * 
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. keeping the reader entirely in the dark, to hang 


out a kind of wandering light, which only ſerves 
| fo lead him aſtray. The defire of giving each 
+ Writer his due, according to the ſignatures, has, 
in the courfe of this undertaking, often confuſed 
the curious in their inquiries. Soon after the 
publication of our firſt papers, ſome ingenious 
gentlemen found out, that T, O, W, N, being 
the letters that formed the name of TOWN, 
there were four authors, each of whom ſhehered 
| himſelf under a particular letter; but no paper 
ever appearing with an N affixed to it, they 


3 ie Were obliged to give up this notion. But, if 


they had been more able decypherers, they 
Would have made out, that though T, O, W, 
will not compoſe the name of TOWN, yet, 
by a different arrangement of the letters, it 
will form the word TWO: which is the grand 
myſtery of our ſignatures, and couches under 
it the true and real number of the Authors of 
the CoNnNoISSEUR. | 


Weine mus declared Me. Ton to conſiſt 
of two ſeparate individuals, it will perhaps be 
expected, that, like two tradeſmen, who have 
agreed to diſſolve their partnerſhip, we ſhould 
| __ ly balance 'our — and aſſign to each 
his 
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his due parrel of the ſtock, But our accounts 
ate of ſo intricate a nature, that it would be 


im poſſible for us to adjuſt them in that manner. 


We have not only joined in the work taken 
altogether, but almoſt every ſingle paper is che 
joint product of both: and, as we have laboured 
equally in erecting the fabric, we cannot pretend, 
chat any one particular part is the ſole workman- 
ſhip of either. An hint has perhaps been ſtarted 
by one of us, improved by the other, and ſtill 
further heightened by an happy coalition f 
| ſentiment in both; as fire is ſtruck out by a2 
mutual collifion of flint and ſteel. Sometimes, 
like Straus lovers converſing with the ſympa- 
thetic needles, we have written papers together 
at fifty miles diſtance from each other : the firſt 
rough draught or looſe minutes of an eflay have | 
often travelled in the ftage-coach from town to 
country, and from country to town; and we 
have frequently waited for the poſt - man (whom 
ave expected to bring us the precious remainder 
of a Coxnnor8UR) with the ſame anxiety, as 
we ſhould Wait for the half of a bank note, 
Without which the other half would be of no 
value. | Theſe our joint labours, it may eaſily be 
imagined, would have ſoon broke off abruptly, 
WEIR had been too d Tory attached to his own 
little 
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ülttle conceits, or if we had converſed together 
with the jealouſy of a rival, or the complaiſance 
of a formal acquaintance, who ſmiles at every 


_ word that is ſaid by his companion. Nor could 


this work have been ſo long carried on, with 
fo much chearfulneſs and good-humour on both 
ſides, if the Two had not been as cloſely united, 
as the two Students, whom the SpzxcTATOR | 
mentions, as recorded by a Terre Filius at 
Oxford, to have had but one mind, o one parks. 
one GE, and one hat. . 


Ir has been often remarked, that the 8 is 
8 very deſirous of picking up ſome little particulars 
Concerning the author of the book, which he is 
peruſing. To gratify this paſſion, many literary 
anecdotes have been publiſhed, and an account 
of their life, character, and behaviour, has been 
prefixed to the works of our moſt celebrated 
writers. Eſſayiſts are commonly expected to be 
their own Biographers: and perhaps our readers 


5 may require ſome further intelligence concerning 


the Authors of the ConnoisstuR. But, as 
they have all along appeared as a ſort of Sofias in 


literature, they cannot now deſcribe themſelves 
any otherwiſe, than as one and the ſame perſon; _ 


5 and. can, only a the Sener of the public, 
8 * 


5 
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by giving a ſhort account of that reſpectable 
perſonage Mr. Town, conſidering him as of 


the plural, or rather (according to the * 
Vf the dual . 


MX. an is a fairy black, Wide d 

very ſhort man. He wears his own hair and 
a periwig. He is about thirty years of age, 
and not more than four and twenty. He is a 
Student of the Law, and a Bachelor of Phyſic. 
He was bred at the Univerſity of Oxford; where 
having taken no leſs than three degrees, he looks 
down on many learned profeſſors his inferiors : 
yet, having been there but little longer than to 
take the firſt degree of Bachelor of Arts, it has 

more than once happened, that the CENSoR- 
' GENERAL of all England has been reprimanded 
by the Cenſor of his College, for neglecting to 

furniſh the uſual Eſſay, or (in the collegiate | 
phraſe) the Theme of the week. 


Tuts joint deſcription of ourſelves will, we 
Hope, ſatisfy the reader, without any further 
information, For our own parts, we cannot 
but be pleaſed with having raiſed this monument 
of our mutual friendſhip and eſteem: and if theſe 
Ny mall continue to be read, now il 
2 
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will no longer make their appearance as the 
fugitive pieces of the week, we ſhall de happy 
in conſidering, that we are mentioned at the 
ſiame time, We have all the while gone on, as 
it were, hand in hand together: and while we 
are both employed in furniſhing matter for the 
paper now before us; we cannot help ſmiling at 
our thus making out eit together, IN 
Kings of A 89 4 ſinelling at one . 


r. w. O. 
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